Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



)o'2&a.-2a 




HARVARD 
COLLEGE 
LIBRARY 



JT- 



n 



# 



A VIEW 



OF THE 



AMERI.CA.N INJ^IANS, 



POIKTING OUT 

TH:i^i»^ORrGIN. 



>7 



■•* . . 



• ' 



• 



i 



\ 



A VIEW 

OF THE 

AMERICAN INDIANS 

THEIR GENERAL CHARACTER^ CUSTOMS^ LANGUAGE, 

PUBLIC FESTIVALS, RELIGIOUS RITES^ 

AND TRADITIONS: 

SHEWING THBM TO BE THE DB8CBNDAIIT8 OF 

THE TEN TRIBES OP ISRAEL. 

The Language of Prophecy concerning them, and 

the course by which they travelled from 

Media into America. 

BY ISRAEL WORSLEY. 



JUNE, MDCCC^XVIIL i 

PRINTED FOR THE AUTHOR, AND SOLD BY R. HUNT£R| 
ST. PAUL*S CHURCH-YARD, AND THE AtTHOR, 

AT PLYMOUTH. 



i 



' 6 /->^ 



PRINTED BY W. W. ARLIS8, PLYMOUTH. 






CONTENTS OP THE VOLUME. 



i» 



\^ 



/ 



Page 

paEFACE 

OntteOrigbofMM*fcd:i#««*l(bewott i 

Oa Ihe Prophecies. • '"" „. 1* 

CHAPTER r J. 

The general character of the Ar^ericaD jnajaiis ,.., 25 

chaptbriv 

The ReUgion wad Religiou' s Bites ^f ^e Indiaas,.. ...... 65 

Cr lAPTE jt V. 

vRieir PaWic Festi^ /als , 89 

CHAPTER VI. 

TThe Langu&fge of tbe IridiansM....... ••••••• 10^ 

CHAPTER Vn, 

The Radian TraditSQJ.is.....MM.. M.M.MM..M....M*itM \\t 



•~\ 



i 



u 

CHAPTER VIII. 
Ou the Passage from one Continent to the other • . 1 23 

CHAPTER IX. 
On the Arts and the Science of the Indians 1 35 

CHAPTER X. 
The Hehrew Testimony 145 

CHAPTER XI. 
On th^ Invasion of America by Cortes... 155 

CHAPTER Xn. 
Retrospective View and closing Remarks...... .• 179 



PREFACE. 



A HE subject that is treated of in these pages engaged 
the attention of the Inhabitants of the United States but too 
late, to obtain that clear investigation which is necessary 
for a full understanding of any subject. References to it 
and statements of facts which afford us an early light, 
are found in some of the public prints, and in Letters and 
Travels previous to the year 1816, when a volume was 
published at Trenton, New Jersey, by the Rev. Dr. Elias 
Boudinot, which bears for its title, w^ Star in the West, or 
a humble attetnpt to discover the long lost Ten Tribes of 
Israel He gives the following account of himself and of 
his work. 

' This subject has occupied the attention of the writer, 
at times, for more than forty years. He was led to the 
consideration of it, in the first instance, by a conversation 
with a very worthy and reverend clergyman of his ac- 
quaintance, who, having an independent fortune, under- 
took a journey, in company with a brother clergyman, 
who was desirous of attending him, into the wilderness 
between the Alleghany and Mississippi rivers, some time 
in or about the years 1765 or 6, before the white people 
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had settled beyond the Laurel Mountain. His desire was 
to meet with native Indians^ who had never seen a white 
man^ that he might satisfy his curiosity by knowing from 
the best source^ what traditions the Indians yet preserved 
relative to their own histoty add cxrigin. This^ these gen- 
tlemen accomplished with great danger, risque and fatigue. 
On their return one of them related to the writer the informa- 
tion they had obtained, what they saw and what they heai-d.* 

'This raised in the writer's mind such an idea of some 
former connection between these aborigines of our land 
and the Jewish nation, as greatly to increase a de»re for 
further information on so interesting and curious a subject.' 

' Soon after, reading (quite accidentally) the Idth chap- 
ter of the 2nd apochryphal book of E^rait, si^posed to 
have been written about tbe year 100 of the Christian 
era, his ardour to know more of, and to seek further into 
the circumstances of these lost tribes^ was in no wise di- 
minished. He has not ceased since to improve every 
opportunity afforded ham, by personal interviews with 
Indians, reading the best histories relating to them, and 
carefully es;amining our public agents resident among 
thea^ as to &ct8 repeated in the several hist<mesy without 
letting them know his object; so as not only to gratify his 
curiosity, by obtaining dl the knowledge relating to them 
in his power, but also to guard against misrepresentation 
as to any account he might thereafter be tempted to give 
of them« His design at present is^ if by the blessing of 
Almighty God his life, now far advanced, should be spared 
a litde longer, to give some brief sketches of what he has 
learned in this important inquiry, lest the facts he has 



collected should be entirely lost ; as he feels himself cul- 
pable for putting off this business to so advanced a period 
of life^ as to leave him but small hopes of accomplishing 
his intentions.' 

In the year 1825 appeared another volume, written by 
Ethan Smith, Pastor of a Church in Poultney, 2nd Edn. 
entitled. View of the Hebrews or the Tribes of Israel in 
America, The great objection to these works, and especially 
the Is^t, is their lengchyness, the profusion of matter which . 
they contain, frequent repetitions, much of it foreign to 
the subject, and the disposition shewn to intermix re- 
ligious views and party zeal, which cannot but be offensive 
to many readers. 

The object of the present work is to extract from these 
and from other sources, as well as from the incidental re- 
marks of our historians, Josephus, Prideaux, Gibbon, 
Robertson and others, such materials as bear directly upon 
the point in question, and to arrange them in a clear and 
concise manner, so as to give a short but conspicuous 
view of the subject. This has been found by no means 
an e€isy tajsk, and may no doubt be improved if another 
edition should be called for; the materials of a work not 
being seen in a clear light until they have appeared in a 
connected form. The Author esteems himself particularly 
happy in having obtained a sight of a little Hebrew vol- 
uine, the contents of which are given in the tenth Chap- 
ter. They furnish a most satisfactory support and form a 
valuable conclusion to the materials offered before them. 

One of the most respectable authorities, for the manners 
and customs of this people since the time that they have 
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become the object of attention to the moderns, is Mr. 
Adair's^ who wrote a History of the Indians about the year 
1775. He appears to have paid much attention to them, 
lived forty years domesticated with the Southern Indians, 
WAS a man of great respectability and learnings and left the 
States soon after he had prepared his manuscript, and 
escaped to England, on account of the troubles then com- 
ing on. This work was afterwards examin^by a mem> 
b^ of the Congress^ who had acted as Indian Agent to the 
Southward, without his knowing the design of enquir- 
ing his opinion of it, and by him found to be correct in 
all its leading facts. Of this Mr. Boudinot made much 
use. 

Charlevoix was a Clergyman^f high respectability, who 
spent many years with them and travelled from Canada 
to the Mississippi at an early day. The Rev. Mr. Brain- 
erd was a man of remarkable piety, and a Missionary to 
the Crosweek Indians to his death. Di\ Edwards was 
eminent for piety and learning and was intimately ac- 
quainted with them from his youth. Dr. Beatty, a Cler- 
gyman of note and established character. Bartram a man 
weU known and respected, who travelled the country of 
the Southern Indians as a Botanist, a man of discernment 
and great means of knowledge : and M^Kenzie in the em- 
ployment of the North- West company, an old trader, the 
first adventurous explorer of the country from the lake of 
the woods to the Soutliem Ocean. 

It has been thought desirable to give in the first place 
a general outline of the character of the aborigines of 
America; which^ to form a just opinion of them, should 
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, be taken from ^at was said or written about them by 
those persons who were acquainted with them in their 
original and pure state, before their alliance with Eurdpe- 
ans induced new desires and new habits; and, from being 
the free unlicensed rangers in the vast woods and exten- 
sive Savannahs of the new worlds they hecame persecuted 
and hunted hordes scattered by the pursuits of their inva- 
ders, or submittii^ with an abject and servile spirit to tlieir 
laws, yielding to the bribery of intoxicating liquors, before 
unknown among them, and sacrificing each other to the 
lust and the vengeance of Europeans. The modem 
character of these wretched people has been indeed widely 
different froan what it was when Columbus first sought 
their friendship, when Penn formed with them a just and 
friendly alliance, and when the persecuted and distressed 
Independents fled from the tyi-anny of a British Mon- 
arch, to seek liberty of conscience and the consolations of 
religion among a people, who, it will be my business to 
shew, had themselves fled from a tyrant's grasp, and, in a 
wide uncultivated, but rich and abundant couiitry, of 
which they had gained intelli^nce, hoped to escape the 
pollutions of an idolatrous people, and wor^ip tlieir 
God in peace. The first in point of time of these objects, 
was fully obtained. No t)T:xint's law could restrain the 
wandering tribes in a country witliout inhabitants, capa- 
ble of supporting hundreds of millions of people. But 
this very circumstance, of the wide range tliey were at li- 
berty to take, was the cause of their being soon very widely 
scattered, as the tribes giew large and their families thick- 
ened, and of their losing that character of one people 
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which marked them in the land of their captivity. Sub- 
ject in their new abode to none but a patriarchal law, 
numerous circumstances would arise, many coincidences 
would take place, to give different characteristic features 
to the tribes and kingdoms which were formed among 
them; rehgious views and feelings would vary according 
as leaders of diiferent minds rose up among them ; and 
it may well be imagined, that while many customs of 
former times would remain to shew the relationship be> 
tween them, some practices and some opinions would par- 
ticularize their societies; so that after a lapse of some hun- 
dred years, they may be thought to have arisen from 
different heads. If I am correct in the point I have to estab- 
lish, what more probable, than that the larger proportion of 
these rambling tribes would hold the belief in One God, 
whom they might with a striking truth and beauty call. 
The Great Spirit : while one body of them, retaining the 
Idolatrous impressions of their Assyrian master, would in 
the spirit of fear offer sacrifice to a Molock, the evilbemg, 
whom they had learned to regard as the Author of Evil 
and the power that had contaminated the beautiful creation 
and scatteited curses over it: whom they must propitiate 
— and such were the Mexicans — ^and another body of 
them, entertaining more delightful views of the world and 
the author of it, would adopt the system of the ancient 
Magians; and> ' regarding light and fire as the image of 
God, and the symbols both of his purity andhis beneficence, 
would adopt the bright luminary of day as their Emblem of 
the Almighty ; believing with those ancient Sages, that 
the Sun was the place of his abode, the body which his 
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soul animated, and die great centre from which he scat- 
tered the rays of his love upon all the creatures of his for- 
matioo — end such were the Peruvians: whose Incas were 
the Childrea of the Sun : the first of them, they had heen 
taught to believe^ had descended upon earth, a special gift 
(^ their God, whose person and all whose race were sacred, 
and received from them a subordinate wcarship. The three 
great classes of the aboriginal Americans, first and best 
known amoi^them, bore these great and substantial marks 
of a Hebrew and an Assyrian origin. By these marks 
their fi^refathers in the land of Canaan had been distinctly 
known : for their leanings towards Idolatry and some es- 
pecial features of it, which I shall have occasion to point 
out, are too plainly described in the scripture history to 
leave us in any doubt ; while they still professed, in a 
defective manner, their belief in the One True God; and 
probably their residence m Media of some continuance, 
and how long we are not able with certainty to say, 
little tended to lessen the disposition they had always 
manifested to Idolatry, with its hateful and iniquitous cus» 
toms. The Jews had never sunk so deep in that iniquity 
which the holy soul of Jehovah abhorred, that they could 
not be recovered: they were so to a great degree by their 
captivity in Babylon. But of the tribes of Israel we have 
never heard «o good a character. Although the hands of 
their forefathers were not stained with the blood of him whom 
we, Christimis, receive as the Messiah of God, — ^for they 
were removed to a great distance from the scene of his 
ministry, and did not &11 under the temptation of thus 
striving against God,— 4heir habits were so deeply rooted. 
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thought : ^r ahliough the usages of social life would occa- 
sion such terms tio appear afiected on our lips, in a sim« 
pie and unassuming state of society like theirs, the terms 
convey d devotedness of mind Mb men experienced in life 
and proved to he faithful, and to all that relates to the 
Divine Being. I -cfusnot b»t i^gard tiiis simple circmn- 
stance as a heautiful trak of chaiaoter, m those who have 
been vilified in a thousand forms and 'abewn in the most 
detestable points of light 



CHAPTER I. 



ON THE ORIOIN OF MANKIND. PLAN OF THE WORK. 



JLFID we not know the rapacious dispocdtion of mercan- 
tile men when they leave their home in order to enlarge 
their fortune and raise their fiunilies to wealthy it might 
he thought a most extraordinary thing, that the setders 
on the western continent should have passed through a 
long sucoesaon of years without giving themselves any 
concern ahout the origin of the people among whom they 
had settled and whose land they had seized upon; that a 
race [altogether different fiom any already foimd in any 
part of the world should he witlun their knowledge and 
under their eye, and yet no enquixy be made from what 
stock they had descended, and in what branch they were 
allied to the inhabitants ef the old Continent 

The opinion generally prevailing among us is, that the 
whole human race is descended from one pain This 
opinion is derived from what we regard as divine authority; 
but lest any of my readers s£ould question that authority, 
and conceive that the early part of the history of the world 
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was gathered by Moses or some other learned Israelite 
from traditions which had been handed down from gene* 
ration to generation^ and therefore do not bear a divine 
stamp; it shall be added^ that this opinion is corroborated 
and strengthened^ by the observations which have been 
made by philosophical observers on the different nations 
of the earth, by the light. shades of difference which are 
perceptible in the gradations from the purest fair to the 
darkest black complexion, and the evident and palpable 
effects of climate, food, manners, customs, habit and edu* 
cation, the influence of superstition which has produced 
its effects on the body as well as on the mind of man, and 
a variety of political and moral regulations. If the mind 
be the standard of the man; it is not less true, that pecu* 
liar notions taken up and acted upon, have had a sensible 
influence on the features of the countenance, the motions 
of the body, the shade of complexion and other traits of 
the human character. So that although there are great 
diversities in the general appearance of mankind, and we 
may divide them into classes, each possessing peculiarities 
different from the others; yet are there none of these 
peculiarities, whether of form or feature, or colour, but 
may readily be accounted for by the influence of climate, 
food, Stc. and this is yet more confirmed by the utter impos- 
sibility of drawing the line which shall separate one race 
from another, and decide that this is descended from the 
tawny race and that from the fair : because the difference 
is so small, while the similarity is so striking, that more 
easy would it be to divide the approximating colours of the 
rainbow. There are great dissimilarities observable in 



the Inhabitants oTKurope; the nations of it are charac- 
terised in such a way as to he easily, distinguished ; the 
Crerman^ the IVenchman, the Dutchman, the Spaniard, 
although they have a general resemblance, are marked by 
txaits wide enough to he known, as well in general ap- 
pearance as in colour ; nor can we readily say, why these 
nations have assumed peculiarities by which they are 
known among their fellpw& But they have assumed those 
peculiarities. And if we pass over a few more leagues 
of the land or of the sea either to the north, the east, or 
the south, we come to nations whose complexions,, whose 
form of countenance, whose figure, and whose manner of 
life, are very soatenally dififerent from those of the Eu- 
ropean ; yet, while they exhibit as many shades of differ- 
ence as does the Iris on the. cloudy, the^ pass as gradually 
as do the colours of that beautiM bow, &om one to the 
other, which are known by differences so small^. that we 
cannot perceive where one of these colours ends and ano- 
ther begins: so neither can we distingpsh the. termination 
of one set of characteristics of the human race and the 
beginning of another, so as to say,, these are J&om one 
original stock and those from another. 

The American tribes, of whom lam about to treat, 
have a general character peculiar to themselves, yet they 
differ in some striking particulars, from one another* 
Their general resemblance hyQs been observed by many 
persons who, independently o£ each, other:,, have visoted 
distant parts of that vast continent. There ha& been 
found a great likeness throughiaut, together with lines of 
difference, similar to those which are seen in the societies 
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that possess the lands of the old hemisphere: but there 
are none of those great dissimilarities amongst them 
which mark the natives of Europe, Asia and Africa. Al- 
though they are spread over a country which bears a near 
proportion to the Eastern Continent, and stretches as wide 
from North to South, into die frigid and over the torrid 
zone, still a great resemblance is discovered among them, 
they have all the appearance of being descended from one 
stock. 

When this extensive country became first known to 
the Europeans, it bore evident maiks of having been but 
recently the abode of men. The greater part of it was 
wild, overrun with woods, interspersed with bogs and 
marshes, whose pestilential vapours the industry of man 
had not attempted to remove; extensive savannahs, in 
which wild herds of cattle fed undisturbed; and rivers to 
which those of Europe are streamlets, yet over which no 
vessels had ever sailed larger than the light canoe, made 
of the bark taken off sound and whole from their majestic 
trees, or cut out with uncouth instruments from the solid 
timber. It is a circumstance deeply to be r^retted, that 
the first visiters of the new continent^ and the first settlers 
upon it, do not appear to have entertained the (bought of 
enquiring into the origin of this new people. At that 
pmod, before they were defiled by the impurities and the 
impeties of European civilization, end driven from their 
pacific settlements by European rapacities and cruelty, 
before they were scattered like sheep by ravenous wolves, 
and, being so scattered, lostgradually the marks by which 
they were then distinguished; and before they feH a sac- 
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xifice by hundreds end by thousands to the cruel bondage by 
which they were visited, to obtain for their unfeeling task- 
masters that cursed gold which has enflamed the evil pas- 
sions in all ages, but never before with that unfeeling 
rapacity that filled the Spaniard's breast with every unjust 
and impious thought — at that period much might have 
been discovered from the customs prevalent among them> 
and from the traditions which were fresh in their memories, 
and had not been disturbed by change of manners or by 
persecution, of their early history, and more certain means 
might have been obtained for tracing their origin. The 
Spaniards cared little for the history of these harmless 
people. They found them a set of beings different from 
the inhabitants of the old world, meek, peaceful, hospita- 
ble, benevolent, possessing few marks of what they regard- 
ed as civilization, and, compared with themselves in a 
state of ignorance and of barbarism. They found their 
interest in regarding and in describing them as an inferior 
race, and in the pride or the hypocrisy of their heart, they 
did not hesitate to declare, in the reports they sent home 
to their government, that they were of an inferior order 
of men, fitted only for beasts of burden. They forced 
them to toil in the rich streams that poured down from the 
mountains golden sand, they devoted them to labour in 
the mines which they soon discovered rising to the very 
sm&ce of the mountains. Their only care was to blind 
the eyes of the rulers at home, to whom they were ac- 
countable for their conduct abroad; and so easily and so 
effectually did they complete this wicked purpose, that, 
by the misrepresentation of their ynretched slaves^ and 
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the powerful inflnence of the silver and gold which they 
remitted to their king^ they concealed the real condition, 
character, and powers of the natives from the Spanish 
Court, and went on for a long lime in the exercise of ra- 
pacity, cruelty, and murder, until by tax the greater part 
of the. population of those territories which they had in- 
vaded were exhausted by rigorous treatment, by severe 
tasks which their delicate frame could not endure, and by 
a generally licencious conduct unchecked by any principle 
of humanity — ^but — alas — all in the name of religion!! 
These evils fell chiefly on those Americans who lived a 
comparatively civilized life — ^who had a quiet and a happy 
home, and, with few wants and those easily supplied, had 
no Occasion for the bodily labours which stiffen the mus- 
cles and strengthen the nerves, and form the robust and 
vigorous man, and on that account were totally unfit for 
the hard duties imposed upon them by their merciless 
invaders. Happy were the wild and wandering tribes 
among them in those days of terror, who could strike their 
tents and retire into the woods at the sound of an enemy^s 
footsteps. The savage as he was called was happy, while 
the civilized Indian fell a prey to the avarice and the reck- 
less cruelty of the Spaniard. Long was it after these 
Christians had landed in America before, great as was 
their zeal for the catholic faith, they offered the consola- 
tions of religion to these wretched sufferers: and when at 
length they did offer them, it was with a view to enveigle, 
to deceive, and to pilfer them with greater ease. Yet 
the remarks which were made incidentally by some of the 
first settlers furnish valuable hints to support the object 



of the present work. Although they appear to have en- 
tertained no thought of these people being descended fiom 
an European or an Asiatic race, yet their observations tend 
in some instances to illustrate the subject which is now 
before us. Those remarks are the more vahiable^ because 
they came from observation, and without any thought of 
the use that would afterward be made of them; and be- 
cause they were made at the early period when the Ameri- 
cans retained more of their original character. In an 
enquiry like the present, some notion of the origin of the 
people b of great importance, because the enquirer will 
then have his mind directed to those traits of character 
whidi support his positiicm; whereas, without it he may 
pass many of them by unobserved, for the want of per- 
ceiving their bearing on the point in view: and this was 
no doubt the case with the first settlers in America. 
They did not see the points of resemblance which we are 
now seeking for, because they had no conception of their 
existence, and their minds and their whole attention were 
turned to very different objects. 

I may be lead astray in a contrary course. The man 
who thinks he is in possesion of some new and valuable 
thought, and is desirous of establishing the proof of it, 
may exercise the energies of his mind to make all that 
occurs bend to support his opinion ; in this way facts may 
be misrepresented or distorted for the express purpose 
of supporting an hypothesis. It may happen that circum- 
stances wiU be detailed in this volume which have this 
character; for I shall not withhold even slight symptoms 
of resemblance which bear upon the point in question : 
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but, as I trust I shall produce much more than mere 
conjecture, many circumstances which amount to a strong 
presumptive proo^ and an abundance of corroborating 
fiicts, those minor points of similitude will be regard- 
ed in their proper light, and be allowed to dirow in 
their mit& of evidence in support of the interesting fact, 
that — Theimmmtse population with which the eantment of 
America was found to be inhabited on its first discovery, 
were the direct lineal deseendants of the nine tribes and 
a half, or a large part of them, that were carried captive 
by the Assyrian King, and since their banishment from 
iheir own country have been lost to their brethren the 
Jews and to all the historians of latter times. 

But can they be altogether lost, or can they be inter- 
mingled among the new tribes that have been formed 
and the new kingdoms that have sprung up? They 
constituted a large proportion, more than three 
fourths, of the chosen people of God; concerning whom 
so many prophecies stand recorded in the holy books, for 
whom so many striking interferences took place under the 
direct agency of the Almighty ; for the express purpose ^ 
of separating them from the idolatrous nations, of keeping 
them a distinct and peculiar people, of making them bear 
his name to the ends of the earth and spread his glory 
among the nations. Can they then be lost, destroyed, 
rooted out from the habitations of men ? Or can they be 
so amalgamated with those Idolaters who conquered them, 
or with those people with whom they have since dwelt, 
as to be no more known a separate people, as to have lost 
their identity; and be no where to be found in the day to 



which the language of prophecy directs our attention^ when 
those who have been dispersed among the nations, and 
those who have been cast ouTj shall alike be called by 
the special voice of God to return to their country and 
dty, to resume their power and dignity among the King- 
doms of the Earthy to enlarge and extend it yet farther 
than it was extended bdbre, and to be settled finally and 
without relapse in the pure worship of Jehovah> whose 
name is one> and whose praise one? 

Dean Prideaux seems to reconcile himself completely 
to the thought, that there has long been an end to those 
tribes. He says ''thus the ten tribes which had separated 
from the house d* David were brought to a full and utter 
destruction and never after recov^^ed themselves.'' Again, 
''Some of these are said to have joined themselves to the 
Jews in Baylon and returned with them; whilst the mass 
of them, going into the usages and idolatry of the nations 
among whom they were planted, to which they were 
much addicted while in their own land, after awhile be* 
came wholly absorbed and swallowed up in them; and 
thenceforth utterly losing their name, their language, and 
their memorial, were never after any more spoken of.'' 
These are bold assertions for which the Dean producea.no 
other proof, than that he, with other historians, have not 
discoveredanysatis&ctory traces of them after that period. 

The Jews are still a people, as distinct from all others 
as they ever were; they are if possible more distinct than 
ever. Intenxdxed with all the nations of the earth, accord*^ 
ing to the language of prophecy, dwelling among them, 
yet they connect themselves, ia no religious or political 
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alliance, with any of them. Favored by few, oppressed 
by many, still persecuted by some, like their forefathers 
in Egyp^ they increase and multiply. Satisfied if they 
are allowed to remain quiet, they follow their own cus* 
toms, while they submit to the laws of the state under 
which they live. But no privations — and they have suf- 
fered all that social man can suffer; no persecutions — and 
the cruelty of man has been taxed in many countries to 
discover and to invent engines of persecution to employ 
against them, have been able to turn them from their 
fidelity to that One Glorious Beings whom they acknow- 
ledge as their God and King, and make ihem deny the 
faith which alone they believe to be of divine origin. 
Faithful people! FadtfaM to the fight which has shone 
upon them, tothe God who revealied himself to their pa- 
rents of old! If tliey still are' blind to &e light whicii 
shone in our Messiah; if they deny him to be the mes- 
senger fixnn their God, who waa to call them fix)m their 
backsliding and reveal to tiiem his whole will, their fore- 
fathers in the time of ^' Saviiour were blind to it before 
them, even when it was accompaniied' by signs, and 
wonders; and gifts of the Hbty Spirit This blindness 
w&s sufiered t9 fUl on them; It is stHl permitted to suffuse 
their minds, and' to withhold their fidth in Christ Jesus; 
and by the authority of an inspired pen we leam, it shall 
be so, until the ftdlness of the Gentiles be come in. 
Why it is thus, and how long it shall be so, rests with 
that Eternal "Wisdom, to whom time has no divisions, 
with whom a thousand years are as one day. Under 
some impressions of christian credence they will be pitied. 
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|>erhaps blamed: under others they will be respected: 
under none should they be ill used; and if we do but feel 
a conviction, that they act on a conscientious principle 
and do not become cjiristiaus because they think they 
ought noty they do not deserve ill usa^ or reproach on 
cur part more than we do on theirs, because we do not 
abandon our christian &ith and submit to the Hebrew 
rites. 

Their forefathers never sunk so deep in the iniquities 
of Idolatry as did their brethren of the ten tribes; but 
they oft^ deviated from the true worship and defiled them- 
selves with those sins which the righteous God abhors: 
for which abandonment of their integrity they incurred 
the penalty so often and so plainly denounced by the 
prophets. In the very peculiar state in which they con- 
tinue to live we see the pledge and the certainty of their 
xestoralion. 

Not less frequent nor less plain are the prophecies which 
were delivered to the Israelites while they dwelt in their 
own land. But they heeded them not; they went on in 
their sin, until the vengeance of Heaven was let loose 
upon them, the Avenger was brought up against them by 
that Bring by whom kings reign, and they were carried 
captive to a strange land, thereto expiate their sin by the 
suffering of distress and affliction, which were designed in 
the dispensations of Heaven to operate as a medicine to 
their diseased mind, and make them return with heart 
and soul to him from whom they had deeply revolted. If 
then this statement of the divine purpose be true, they 
cannot be destroyed, they cannot be mixed with the 
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heathen, Uke the waters of a river in the great bed of the 
Ocean; they must still hare an existence^ as distinct as 
that of their brethren, the Jews, and will be found of him 
that seeks after them, when be shall display bis great, 
power and the banner of bis salvation. 

It is quite certain that in the captivity, both of the Jews 
and the people of Israel, the whole body of them was not 
included. Some were left behind, not worthy the captor's 
attention, others escaped before they were mustered to 
submit to their fate. Many, of those perhaps who had 
money at conunand, fled into Egypt When Ptolemy, 
long after, obtained from the High Priest the copy of the 
holy writings, in order to have them translated into Greek, 
they were accompanied by aletter from EHeazar in which 
he wrote;, ''I have s^t yoa six elders out of every tribe, 
with the law to attend your pleasure'^. Some of all the 
ten tribes must therefore have been at Jerusalem at that 
time: perhaps the holy dty was never entirely without a 
few of every tribe. 

The plan to be pursued in the present work is the fol- 
lowing. We shall first take a view of the prophecies 
rdative to the Tribes of loael, both as to their dissolution 
and their reoovesy*-4beD show the general character of 
the Inhabitants of the American Continent, the d^ne- 
rate state to which they have been reduced, and the 
immense sacrifice of life they have sustained through the 
cupidity and licentioueness of the Europeans; their man- 
ners, custioms and rdSgious ceremonies; the traditions 
still found among them of their original settlement in that 
country, ithe people firom whom they descended and the 
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quarter at which their ancestors entered; the hopes and 
expectations which have heen kept alive among them — and 
lastly^ we shall attempt to trace the course whidi the ten 
^hes may he supposed to have taken, in order to arrive 
at this uninhahited hut rich and luxuriant country. 
When these points have heen investigated, and other re- 
marks of an incidental nature laid hefore the read^, he 
will consider, whether th^re be not reason to helieve, that 
the Goid of the Jews has still taken care of his chosen but 
rebellious people, that he still keeps them as the apple of 
his eye. On this point it is evident to remark, that in 
speaking of this race of men, both as to past, present and 
future time, it is the nation that is regarded; although 
many of the original families may have become extinct, 
the identity of the people remains, so long as they retain 
those marks of their origin which distinguish diem as the 
people of Grod, and are, unmixed with other families. 

It would be unreasonable to expect that every difficulty 
that arises and every objection that may be started on this 
investigation will be entirely removed. It must be obvious 
to every person who considers the length of time since the 
captivity of the ten tribes of Israel, the wandering and 
destitute state of th^ Indian natiohs, their entire sepa- 
ration from all civilized society, their total ignorance of 
literature, the strange inattention of the Europeans who 
first settled among them to observe their modes of life, and 
the falsehood of those that did attempt it> the difficulty 
of obtaining a proper knowledge of their language, which 
has split into many dialects, together with the jealousy 
and fear they have entertained of the white people, from 
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whom they have received little other than injury, extreme 
suffering and wanton destruction — ^It must he ohvious 
that under such circumstances as these many difficulties 
will arise in this investigation. We have a comparison 
to make hetween a people originally possessing and 
observing a peculiar economy, but degenerating under 
that economy in an extreme degree, and intermixing in 
its laws and customs others to which they were originally 
and systematically hostile; calling themselves the wor- 
shippers of One God and yet indulging in the yirorship of 
many; acknowledging themselves bound to the Mosaic law 
yet uniting with it what was the most alien from it — and 
an immense population divided into separate communities, 
forming new kingdoms^ instituting new laws; or remain- 
ing under the authority of no established code, but sub- 
mitting t6 the rule of a chief who professed no authority 
but the tradition of which himself was the depository. 
When the very different states of two such people are 
considered, and the long lapse of time between the disap- 
pearance of the former and the discovery of the latter, 
together with the distance of the countries in which they 
severally resided, and that one was in the highest state of 
cultivation while the other was a wild waste : must it not be 
thought that, though these histories relate to the same 
])eople yet great and incalculable changes must have taken 
place among them, and that we are not to expect to fmd 
mauy clear and distinctive marks by which it may be made 
to appear, that the American Tribes are the offspring of the 
captivated and cast-out tribes of Israel. 



CHAPTER II. 



OF THE PROPHECIES. 
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ROM the history of the Hebrews and firom their 
sacred writings it appears, that the great Governor of the 
universe did select that people from all the nations of the 
earth, not only to receive and to preserve the great doc- 
trine of the divine Unity, together with that purity and 
singleness of worship which he requires ; but also to dehver 
over the same to the other nations. They have been 
made the depositories of Prophecies, instructive not to 
themselves alone but to all the earth. They were early 
informed, in a language the most plain, what would befal 
them in future years, according as they kept the command- 
ments of God or were disobedient to them, and in their 
rebellion they fully experienced the truth of the prophetic 
words. Moses seems to have been perfectly acquainted 
with the untoward disposition of the people when he 
brought them out of the land of I^ypt, and how great 
their tendency would b^ to revolt to the absurdities and 
abominations of the nations around them ; and being inspired 
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with a spirit of prophecy, he warned them of their dahger 
in sublime language. Deut 4. 23. "Take heed to your- 
selves lest ye forget the covenant of the Lord your God 
which he made with you, to make you a graven image 
or the likeness of any thing which the Lord thy God hath 
forbidden thee. For the Lord thy God is a consuming fire. 
— ^When you corrupt yourselves and make a graven Image 
I call Heaven and Earth to witness against you this day, 
that ye shall soon utterly perish firom off the land whither 
ye go over Jordan to possess it And the Lord God shall 
scatter you among the nations, and ye shall be leh few in 
number among the heathen, whither the Lord shall lead 
you. And ye shall serve other Gods, the work of men's 
hands, wood and stone, which neither soe, or Iiear, nor eat, 
nor smell. But if from theoce thoa ahak se^ the Lord 
thy God, thou shalt find him, if thou seek him with all 
thy heart and with all thy souL'* 

After this Moses gave them the law, and enumerated 
many blessings which should be conferred <m them in case 
of their hearkening diligently to the vmce of the Lord, to 
observe and do his commandments, and then passed on 
to the extracffdinaiy and dreadful curses which would rest 
upon them if they were disobedient to the heavenly vision. 
See 29. 10. and following. 

For the fulfilment of the divine commands it was neces- 
sary to separate them from the rest of the people (^ the 
earth; so that their political and religious institutions 
might be known to the world, aod the exclusive nature of 
their principles. They were thus separated, and enjoyed 
the privileges of their land through many g^erations : but 
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they soon forgot the covenant of their God and fell into 
the Idolatry of other nations. Ahout seven hundred years 
before the christian era, near the time of Salmanazar, King 
of Assyria, Isaiah the prophet rose among them and 
delivered from God this solemn message. "The Lord 
sent a word mito Jacob and it lighted upon Israel, and all 
the people shall know, even Ephraim and the inhabitants 
of Samaria, who say in the pride and stoutness of their 
heart, the bricks are fallen down but we will build with 
hewn stone &c — ^therefore the Lord wUl cut off from Israel 
head and tail, branch and root, together.'^ Isaiab 9. 8 to 
19. '^O Assyrian! the rod of mine anger; and the staff 
in their hand is mine indignation. I will send him (the 
Ass3rrian), against an hypocritical nation, and against 
the people of my wrath will I give him a charge, to take 
the spoil and to take the prey and to tread them down as 
the mire of the streets.'' ch. 10.5. 6. In ch. 11 11. 
is a promise that he will recover his people from their bond- 
age though scattered in every place; among others /rcwt 
the western regions according to Lowth, improperly ren- 
dered in the received version, the islands of the Sea. "And 
he shall lift up a signal to the nations, and shall gather 
the outcasts of Israel and the dispersed of Jtidah from 
the four extremities of the earth. And there shall be a 
highway for the renmant of his people which shall remain 
trom Ass3rria.** 

In these words we discover a marked difference between 
the fate of the Jews, who in the language of Scripture 
are called Judah, and comprise the tribes of Judah and 
Beiyamin, that adhered faitMully to the house of David; 
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and the other ten tribes usually called Israel, and also 
Ephraim, who had served another race of kings. The one 
is described as dispersed amcmg the nations in the four 
comers of the globe> the other as outcasts from the nations. 
This restoration is said to be accomplished a second time. 
The first was from Egypt, the second from all parts to 
which they were spread. The places too are designated 
from whence they shall return, from Assyria and Egjrpt, 
where many of the Jews still reside, from different parts of 
Persia, where are numbers of them, from the provinces of 
Assyria, and from the western regions. The two tribes of 
Judah and Benjamin, which are well known to be still 
dispersed throughout the three quarters of the Globe, are 
thus distinctly described, together with the places in which 
they will be found ; with whom a part of the tribe of Levi 
have always been intermixed — ^but as for the majority of 
these privileged people, the nine tribes and the rest of the 
Levites, generally known by the designation of the ten 
tribes, although the devout believer in divine revelation 
has no doubt of their being preserved by the sovereign 
power of God in some unknown region, yet, after the 
world has been traversed in every possible direction, they 
have not yet been discovered. The interpretation given 
by Lowth, who when he wrote his translation of Isaiah, 
had no thought of the subject now before us, directs us to 
look for them in the western region whither they had 
been cast out 

The passages in Isaiah which have a reference to God's 
people are numerous, I need not repeat them all, but 
would refer my reader also to the forty-third chapter at 
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the b^inning, "But now saith the Lord who created the«, 

Jacob, and he who formed thee, O Israel; fear not for 

1 have redeemed thee, &c. In Is. 49. 12 they are de- 
scribed as passmg mountains from far and coming from 
the north and west and others from the eastern country. 
In the book of EzeMel 37. 16. we have this striking 
passage, ''Moreover, thou son of man, take thee a stick 
and write upon it, 'for Judah and for the children of Israel, 
his companions.*' And then another stick and write upon 
it, '^For Joseph, the stick of Ephraim and for all the house 
of Israel, his companions.' And the fact has been as the 
prophet intimated : for at the captivity some of the people 
of Israel were intermixed with those of Judah and taken 
away with them, while the greater part were carried cap- 
tive at a different time and placed in a country to the 
north of Babylon. 

The return of these tribes has also an allusion to them 
as a separate people, Zech. 8. 7. "I will save my people 
from the east coimtry, from Babylon and Assyria, and 
from the west country". I should also refer the reader to 
the 20th. Ezekiel, 35 and following verses, from which it 
appears, tha,t they will be gathered out of all countries 
whither they h^ve wandered, and from a wilderness in 
which God will plead with them, that they will suffer 
grea:dy, and yet with reluctance will leave their Settle- 
ment, and their return shall be in many respects like that 
of their fathers out of Egypt It is not possible for lan- 
guage to be more clear than is the language found in many 
of the prophets, of the final return of these tribes to their 
former city and country ; which language is not confined 
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tx) the Jews^ who are known still to exist in great num- 
bers; but equally applies to the Israelites. Ezekiel 
writes, ''Thus saith the Lord, behold I will take the 
children of Israel, (these terms are appHed to the whole 
family df Jacob,) from- among the heathen, whither they 
are gone, and will gather them on every side, and bring 
them into their own land, and I will make them one 
nation in the land upon the mountains of Israel, and one 
king shall be king of them all, and they shaU no more be 
two kingdoms any more at alL^' Ez. 37. 21. and the 
following verses. They are especially charged with the 
sin of drunkenness, of which more will be said hereafter. 

Amos was of the ten tribes and delivered his prophecies 
not long before their banishment There is an extraor- 
dinary correspondence between his prophetical words and 
those of Esdras which were historicaL He describes the 
Idolatry of Israel, thus, "They that swear by the sins of 
Samaria» and say. Thy God, O Dan, liveth; and the 
manner of Beershebaliveth: even they shall fall." Those 
two places were at the extremes of Samaria, Chap. 8. 11 
and following.' "Behold the days come, saith the Lord, 
that I will send a famine on the land — on the tribes of 
Israel — not a famine of bread, nor a thirst of water; but of 
hearing the word of the Lord. And they shall wander 
from sea to sea and from the north even to the east, they 
shall run to and frt) to seek the word of the Lord, and 
shall not find it'^ Here is a prediction, that in their 
exile they shall know, that they were blessed with divine 
communication but have lost it ; which correctly corres- 
ponds with declarations of ten made by the Indians to the 
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Europeans — ^that they shall rove from sea to sea and from 
tfie north even to the east — ^the exact course which it will 
be shewn they took — from the Mediterranean to llie eastern 
ocean, and again from the Pacific to the Atlantic Ocean : 
they shall run to and fro through a large and free space^ 
they shall retain some just notions of God^ and seek his 
word from their priests, but shall not find it In the 15th. 
their return is foretold. *'l will bring again the captivity 
of my people Israel &c.'' The spirit of prophecy has thus 
furnished us with a valuable clue to the discovery of those 
tribes : not in their own land nor scattered among the 
nationa^-4)at passing from the north to the east and from 
sea to sesL, rovii^ about; retaining some traditionary 
views of former things, seeking divine communications, but 
in vain. When the pages of this volume have been read, 
their traditions considered and their usages vsurveyed, it is 
not too much to say^ that the tribes of Israel will be 
recognised in America, perishing under the predicted 
famine of the word. 

The language of prophecy must be acknowledged to be 
of difficult interprets^on, and it is only where the terms 
of it do iftj^pear to apply clearly to any particular case 
that I should be di^poised to att^npt its explanation. Now 
9ome of those of the presets seem to deserve notice on 
the subject that is before us. Let the reader turn also to 
the thirtieth and thirty-first chapters of Jeremiah, which 
were vmtteQ about a hundred and twenty years afier the 
expulsion of the ten tribes, he will find promises which 
have not yet been fulfilled, a restoration in the latter days. 
They are <»lled Ephraim, my dear Son ''upon whom the 
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Lord will have mercy : he will bring again the captivity of 
his people and cause them to return to the land of their 
fathers, he will save them from afar, and gather them from 
the coasts of the earth, because they called thee an outcast, 
saying, this is Zion, whom no man seeketh after." He 
speaks of Isles afar off, which signify lands beyond sea. 
See also ch. 16. and Isaiah 18. ''Ho, thou land shadow- 
ing with wings'' — an illusion perhaps to the safety in 
which the people shall rest in that unmolested coim- 
try— '' which is beyond the rivers of Ethiopia. Who 
sendest Embassadors by the sea, even in vessels of bul- 
rushes upon the face of the waters,'* a nation expert in 
navigation. "Go ye swifi Messengers to a nation scat- 
tered and peeled, whose land the rivers have spoiled." 
Rivers is a prophetic term often used for armies which 
overflow a country. Verse 7. "At that time shall a pre- 
sent be brought of a people scattered and peeled &c." 

There are numerous other chapters in the prophets to 
which the reader might be referred, which speak of the 
return of the Israelites, as well as of the Jews, to their 
own land at a future period, sufficiently plain to convince 
us, that they have been kept by the mighty power of God, 
and stiU are preserved, against that great day of their sal- 
vation. But where in all the world can they be found if 
it be not on the Continent of America ? 

In the forty-ninth chapter of Isaiah, the prophetic lan^ 
guage is of a peculiar cast and although I will not say it 
distinctly points to a Country and people situated as 
America and its inhabitants are, yet I must not omit 
directing the attention of my readers to its contents. It 
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begins with an invocation to the Isles — ^which term does 
not appear to mean land surrounded by water, but land 
afiar off which can be reached only by crossing water — 
'* Listen, O Isles, unto me and hearken ye people, from 
far." This is the language of the people of Israel. "He 
said unto me, thou art my servant, O Israel, in whom I 
vrill be glorified." The prophet then speaks of raising up 
the tribes of Jacob, and restoring the preserved of Israel : . 
that in an acceptable time he heard them and in a day of 
salvation he deHvered them : to the prisoners he would 
say.. ''Go forth, and to them that are in darkness, shew 
yourselves. Behold, these shall come from far, from the 
north and from the west" Zion is then made to lament 
that the Lord had forgotten her; and an assurance is 
given, that should a mother forget her suckling child yet 
the Lord will not forget her, and that the numbers which 
shall return to her will be so great that the land now 
desolate will be too narrow by reason of its inhabitants. 
Then follows. "The children which thou shalt have, 
after thou hast lost the other." — the race of the Jews, 
after they had long lost their brethren the Israelites shall 
say, "the place is too strait for me give place that I may 
dwell." "Then shalt thou say in thine heart Who hath 
begotten me these, seeing I have lost my children, and 
who hath brought up these ? Behold I was left alone ! 
These, where have they been ?" After which we learn 
that the ruling powers of nations shall be employed to 
restore the people of God, who had been utterly out of 
sight of the Jews during the period of their dispersion. 
In the 53 chapter we have a description of these people in 
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their outcast banished state claiming the Lord for their 
God ''Doubtless thou art our father though Abraham be 
ignorant of us and Israel acknowledge us not, thou, O 
Lord, art our father, our redeemer, thy name is frbm ever- 
lasting/' Here then is a branch unacknowledged by those 
who have been always acknowledged as Jews>- and yet 
claiming their privileges as descendants of Abraham. 
When these tribes shall know, from their ow;n tmditions or 
by other means which the Almighty will employ to bring 
them in, that they are the descendants of the ancient peo- 
ple of Grod, this is language befitting their situation : as is 
also that which follows. ''O Lord why hast thou made us 
to err from thy wajrs and hardened our hearts from thy fear ? 
Return for thy servants'sake,the tribes of thine inheritance/' 

A violent enmity had subsisted between Judah and 
Israel ever since the separation of the latter from the 
family of David — but this enmity is to cease> "The envy 
of Ephraim shall depart: Ephraim shall not envy Judah 
and Judah shall not vex Ephraim,'' This passage assures 
us of the restoration of Israel. Is. 11. 13. 

There is a passage in Hosea 4. 16. which confirms and 
illustrates the subject For although the Lord had deter- 
mined to let them alone for a long period when they were 
joined with idols; yet it is said "The Lord will feed them 
as a lamb in a large place." This is a declaration that can- 
not be said of the Jews — who instead of being treated with 
the mildness which a lamb requires, have been every where 
harassed, worried and afflicted ; but of the other tribes, it 
may be said, that he has fed them with a shepherd's care 
in a large place. 



CHAPTER m. 
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GENERA.L CHARACTER OF THE ORIGINAL AMERICAN 

TRIBES. 



M, O gire a just description of a people so widely spread, 
and divided by thousands of miles from each other, having 
of couise different habits previdling among them, cannot 
be an easy task; and it is become so much more difficult 
at the present time, from the great changes which have 
taken 2>lace among them by their alliance with Europeans, 
and their having adopted more or less of their manners. 
Had tihese unfortunate outcasts from civilized society been 
favored at the first discovery of their country with inquisi- 
tive, learned and disinterested historiaus, who would have 
represented their characters fairly, we should have seen 
them in a very difierejit point of light from that in which 
they now are seen. Some of their customs have appeared 
barbarous and even brutal to civQized people; yet, if 
comf axed with the oonduct of the nations of the Eastern 
Continent, the balance would on the whole be in their 
favour, A great outcry has been made about their thirst 



26 

of blood ; but by whom has this outcry been made ? By 
the very people who in their contests with each other 
upon that continent have used every means to engage the 
natives to take part with them, and have encouraged them 
to fight in their own way, who have furnished them with 
tomahawks, scalping knives, muskets, powder* and ball, 
and have enilamed their passions to the utmost by spiri- 
tuous liquors, feasts and harangues, to increase their thirst 
of blood and drive them to the destruction even of their 
own brethren. The Europeans have made them savages 
and then have called them so. 

When America was first discovered by Columbus it 
was peopled by hundreds^ probably by thousands of tribes 
or nations. Their niunbers have not been known, nor 
can they be known at this day. An alphabetical list is 
given in Pike's Expedition, of the tribes in th€ North, 
amounting to one hundred and ninety, each having a 
Sachem or King over them. The dialects of these na-r 
tions differed greatly; a circumstance which has often 
happened among people without education and writing of 
any kind, separating and living at a distance from one 
another. The Erigas a tribe on the Ohio, who separated 
from the Tuscororas, are known to have formed a distinct 
dialect in the course of a few years. 

Dr. Williams, in his history of Vermont, writes : ''In 
whatever manner this part of the earth was peopled, the 
Indians appear to have been the most ancient or the 
original men of America. They had spread over the 
whole continent from the fiftieth d^ee of north latitude 
lo the southern extremity of Cape Horn. And these 
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men every where appear to be the same race or kind of 
people. In every part of the continent, they are marked 
with a similarity of features colour and every circumstance 
of external appearance." Pedro de Leon, one of the 
conquerors of Peru, who had travelled through many 
provinces of America^ says of the Indians, ''The people, 
men and women, although there are such a multitude of 
tribes or nations, in such diversities of cUmate, appear 
nevertheless like the children of one father and mother." 
The same testimony, of the striking likeness of one with 
other nations of them, is borne by all who have visited 
different tribes. But this remark does not apply to the 
Esquimaux, who appear to be a different race. Those 
which are found in Labrador, Greenland and round 
Hudson's Bay, are said to resemble the Laplanders, 
Samo3reds and Tartars, who may have gone over from 
the north of Europe to Iceland and thence to Greenland 
and Labrador. These people do not seem to have 
intermixed with the Indians. 

Du Pratz, in his history of Louisiana, gives an account 
of the nation of the Paducas, west of the Missouri, in 1724, 
which may furnish a faint idea of the numbers originally 
inhabiting this vast continent. He says "The nation of 
the Paducas is very numerous, extending about two 
hundred leagues : they have settlements quite close to the 
Spaniards of New Mexico. They have large villages 
which are permanent abodes, from which a hundred 
hunters set out at a time, with horses, bows, and a good 
stock of arrows. The village in which we were consisted 
of one hundred and forty huts, containing eight hundred 
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warriors^ fifteen hundred women> and at least two thousand 
children ; some men having four wives.*' 

Some writers report the number of the warriors in the 
state of Virginia to have been fifteen thousand, and their 
population fifty thousand, each village containing fourteen 
thousand souls. From which it is but a moderate 
estimate to suppose, that there were six hundred thousand 
fighting men or warriors on this continent at its first 
discovery. Various estimates of this kind were made by 
different persons long time ago, under the direction of the 
govemmentf and by the Missionaries sent among them. 

Of the Mexican Indians we learn, that according to 
their account the empire had not been of long duration. 
Their country was rather possessed than peopled by small 
independent tribes, whose mode of life and manners 
resembled that of &e most rude : that, about the period 
corresponding with the beginning of the tenth century, 
many tribes moved in successive emigrations towards the 
north-west, and settled in what is now called New Spain. 
These began to form themselves to the arts of social life. 
Long after they were united they were unacquainted with 
r^al dominion, and were governed in peace and conducted 
in war by such as were entitled to pre-eminence by their 
wisdom or their valour; whose authority centered at last 
in a single person. From the migration of their parent 
tribes they reckoned only about three hundred years; 
from the establishment of the monarchy a hundred and 
thirty, or two hundred by another computation. 

The colour of the Indians, generally speaking, is red, 
brown or copper colour, (Ufiering according to climate and 
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to high or low gi'ound. They are universally attached to 
their colour, thinking it an honourable mark of distinction. 
They make use of stains, prepared from plants and trees, 
to deepen it. 

The powerful operation of heat appears to be the cause 
which produces the striking varieties in the complexion of 
men. All Europe, great part of Asia, and the temperate 
parts of Africa, are inhabited by men of a white colour, 
with varieties proportioned to the heat : the torrid zone of 
Africa, and some spots of Asia, are filled with blacks ; the 
colour increasing as we advance towards the meridian, and 
deepening till it becomes perfectly black. In Africa the 
colour is the deepest of all in consequence of the extensive 
deserts of sand and the intense burning heat which they 
induce. But in America the same phenomena are not 
seen; a little difference of colour is perceptible as we 
advance to the southward, but a striking similarity is 
found in the figure and general aspect of the people. 
This difference of the influence of climate in the t\^^o 
continents is accounted for by Robertson, by '* the intense 
cold which comes from the pole where reposes an eternal 
body of snow and ice, the influence of which on the 
atmosphere is not completely overcome even when it 
reaches the gulf of Mexico.*' To which may be added as a 
cause of the difference, the still defective cultivation of the 
land, the immense swamps in the neighbourhood of the 
great rivers, and the want of the burning sands which 
cover a lai^e part of the other contiiient I scruple not 
also to ajid the fact of the recent population of that 
extensive coimtiy by one of the great families of iaankind. 
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The testiinony of so great a historian as Robertson on 
this point we must not omit: excepting the Esquimaux 
and Greenlanders, he says, '^ Among all the other 
Americans there is such a strildng similitude, in the form 
of their bodies and qualities of mind, that notwithstanding 
the diversities occasioned by climate and an unequal 
progress in improvement, we must believe them descended 
from one scource. Variety of shades, but all one colour; 
each tribe something to distinguish it, but all certain 
features common to the race:'' after some other remarks 
he compares them to the rude Tartars, "from whom I 
suppose them to have sprung." "The Esquimaux and the 
dwellers round Hudson's Bay, to whom the Greenlanders 
may be added, are the only people of America that are^ 
imlike the main body, and bear a resemblance to the 
Eurq)eans. Of the origin of those people we are instructed 
by Grotius, that "some of the Norwegians passed over 
into America by way of Greenland.'* 

Proud of their red colour, to the white peoi)le the 
natives give mimes expressive of contempt : often with great 
bitterness they call them, "the accursed people." It is 
asserted by Adair, from actual observation, that the hotter 
the country in which they dwell, the deeper is the colour 
of their bodies. They endeavour every where to cultivate 
the copper colour, but some are naturally fairer than 
others. They have a tradition among them, that in the 
country far west, from which they came, all the people 
are of one colour, but they no longer know what that 
colour was.. Europeans have been known to become as 
deeply coloured as the Indians, by living among them 
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and usiBg the means they fumshed them with, in a very 
few years. The inhabitants of the north are not of so deep 
a dye as those of the souths a fact which is as observable 
in Europe and Asia as it is in America, 

It is a matter of fact proved by historical documents, 
that the Europeans foimd these people upon their first 
intimacy kind, hospitable aad generous ; wanting nothing 
themselves, they were ready to communicate of their 
plenty to others : but when through a thirst of gain, they 
were over-reached and betrayed, and their friends and 
relatives were stolen away and sold to slavery, an 
inveterate enmity and a spirit of revenge succeeded to 
their natural kindness. The evil passions, cruel conduct, 
and vicious habits which af^^rwards distinguished them, | 
are to be attnbuted, not to themselves, but to those who ! 
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forced them into birth: their conquerors raised their I 
jealousy, provoked their free spirit, and furnished all the i 
means of propagating and spreading the evil. 

Take but the account given by Dr. Robertson of the 
hostilities carried on in the colony of Viigioia. "So 
much were the natives provoked by the conduct of the 
new aetders who were few and feeble, that they formed 
the determination to extirpate them. Their attack was 
conducted with secrecy, the colonists were surprised and a 
large proportion of them were cut offl In their turn the 
survivors waged a destructive war with the Indians^ and 
regardless, like the Spaniards, of those principles of faith^ 
honor, and humanity, which regulate hostilities among 
civilized nations, the English deemed every thing allowable 
which helped to accomplish their designs. They hunted 
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the Indians like wild beasts rather than like men ; and 
as the approach to them in the woods was difficult and 
dangerous, they allured them from their fastnessses with 
ofiers of peace and promises of oblivion, and with such an 
artful appearance of sincerity as deceived the Indian 
chief, and induced them to return in the year 1623 to 
their former settlements, and resume their peaceful 
occupations. The behaviour of the two people seemed 
now to be reversed. The Indians, like men acquainted 
with the principles of integrity and good faith, confided 
in the reconciliation and lived in security, without 
suspicion of danger; while the English, with perfidious 
craft, were preparing to outdo the savages in cruelty and 
revenge. On the approach of harvest, when a hostile 
attack would be most fatal, the English fell on the Indian 
Plantations, murdered every person of whom they could 
lay hold, and drove the rest into the woods, where great 
numbers perished through want; and some of the tribes 
which were nearest the coast were totally extirpated." 

Of the war in New England, in their first attempt 
against the Pequod Indians he writes thus : " The Indians 
had secured their town, which was on a rising ground on 
a swamp, with pallisades; The New England troops 
unperceived reached the pallisades ; the barking of a dog 
alanned' the Indiana. In a moment they started to anus, 
raised the war-cry and prepared to repel the assailants. 
But the EngUsh forced their way through into the fort, 
set fire to the huts which were covered with reeds, and 
confusion and terror soon became general. Many women 
and children perished in the flames, and the warriors who 
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endeavoured to escape were either slain by the English or 
falling into the hands of their Indian Allies^ were reserved 
for a more cruel fate. The English resolved to pursue 
their victory, and hunting the fugitives from one place to 
another, subsequent encounters were scarcely less fatal 
than the first action : and in less than three months the 
tribe of the Pequods was extirpated." 

He also states ''diat the inhabitants of the islands 
resembled very much those of the main land in theii* 
appearance and manner of life: but the Carribbees are 
said to have been canabals, which charge has also been 
brought against the inhabitants of Bio Plata." This may 
be one of the calumnies brought against them by their 
enemies and invaders, to blad^en them, and give a kind 
of justification to their own cruel treatment and plan of 
extermination, and might arise from the solemn and formal 
manner in which they execute some that have been taken 
in war, to satisfy the ashes of friends on. whose account 
the war had been carried on. 

''Thus the EngUsh stained their laurels by the use 
they made of victory. Instead of treating the Pequods as 
an independent people, who made a gallant efibrt to 
defend the property, the rights, and the freedom of their 
nation, they retaliated upon them all the barbarities of 
American war, to which themselves had first given birth. 
Some they massacred in cold blood, others they gave up 
to be tortured by their Indian Allies, a considerable 
number were sold as slaves in Bermuda, the rest were 
reduced to servitude among themselves." It has been in 
this way, it is to be feared, that the larger part of that 
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ground on which the Independent States of America are 
now hoasting of their freedom, was first ohtained from its 
former owners and finally secured to the present possessors. 
If the character of the Indians, as originally kind and 
hospitable, should be doubted by those who would judge 
of them by their more recent circumstances and conduct; 
we may go back to the days of Columbus, and learn what 
he thought of them : no one surely could be a better judge 
of the native character of that unknown people. In 
writing to his master, the King, under whose sanction he 
made his voyage, he says, " I swear to your Majesties, 
that there is not a better people in the world than these, 
more affectionate, afiable and mild. They love their 
neighbours as themselves. Their language is the sweetest, 
the softest and most cheerful, for they always speak 
smiKng.'* 

A venerable old man one day approached Columbus 
with great reverence, and presenting him with a basket of 
fruit, said, **You are come into these countries with a 
force against which, were we inclined to resist, re^stance 
would be folly. We are all therefore at your mercy. 
But if you are men, subject to mortality like ourselves, 
you cannot be unapprised, that after this life there is 
another, wherein a very different portion is allotted to 
good and had men. If therefore you expect to die, and 
helieve with us, that every one is to be rewarded in a 
future state, according to his conduct in the present, you 
will do no hurt to those who do none to you." 

De Las Casas, Bishop of Chapia, who spent much 
tune and labour among the Indians of New Spain, writes. 
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"I was one of the first who went to America, neither 
cariosity nor interest prompted me to opdertake so long 
and so dangerous a voyage. The saving the souls of the 
heathen was my sole ohject It was said, that harbarous 
executions were necessary to punish or check the rebellion 
of the Americans. But to whom was this owing? Did 
not this people receive the Spaniards who first came 
among them with gentleness and humanity ? Did they 
not shew more joy in proportion, in lavishing treasure 
upon them, than the Spaniards did greediness in receiving 
it? Though they gave up to us their lands and riches, we 
would also take from them their wives, their children, 
and their liberty. To blacken the character of these 
unhappy people, their enemies assert that they are scarcely 
human beings. But it is we who ought to blush, for 
having been less men and more barbarous than they. 
Theya« represented as a stupid people and addicted to 
vice. But they have contracted most of their vices fix)m 
the examples of christians. The Indians still remain 
untainted by many vices usual among Europeans, such 
as ambition, blasphemy, swearing, treachery, which have 
not taken place among them. They have scarcely an 
idea of these, &c." — Similar representations are given by 
Spaniards who had the earliest opportunites of knowing 
these people; although it has ever been a subject of deep 
regret that the public authorities who were sent out by 
the Spanish Government, and even many of the priests 
who accompanied them, made it a business to vilify these 
poor creatures, and represent them as fit only to be 
employed as beasts of burden. 
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In a sermon which was preached at Pl3rmouth, in the 
year 1620, by the Rev. Mr. Cushman, the following 
remarks are found: '^The Indians are said to be the most 
cruel and treacherous people, even like lions, but to us 
they have been like lambs ; so kind, so submissive, so 
trusty, as a man may truly say, many christians are not 
so kind and sincere. Though when we first came into 
this country we were few, many of us very sick and many 
died by reason of the wet and cold, it being the depth of 
winter, and we having no house or shelter, yet when there 
were not six able persons among us, and the Indians caine 
daily to us by hundreds with their Sachefeis or Kings, and 
might in one hour have made dispatch of us, yet they 
never offered us the least injury in word or deed.'* 

Many are the authorities which might be quoted to 
shew the simplicity, amiaUeness, and excellence of &e 
character these people manifested upon the first settlement 
of the Europeans on the eastern coast of North America, 
and in many parts where they were not provoked to 
desperation for a century afterwards; but, as much has 
been written as is necessary for the purpose that is now 
before us. One quotation more will carry our views into 
the back settlements, where we shall find tribes of people 
bearing the same characteristics. Father Charlevoix 
travelled at an early period and spent a long time among 
them, traversing the country firom Quebec to New Orleans, 
and had no object in view but to study and improve the 
character of his hosts. He writes of them thus: 

"With a mien and appearance altogether savage, and 
with manners and customs which savour of the greatest 
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Wbarity, they enjoy the advantages of society. At first 
view one would imagine them without form of govem- 
ment> laws or subordination, and subject to the wildest 
caprice. Nevertheless they rarely deviate firom certain 
maxims and usages founded on good sense alone, which 
holds the place of law and supplies in some sort the want 
of legal authority. They manifest much stability in the 
engagements they have solemnly entered into ; patience 
in affliction, as well as submission to what they apprehend 
to be the appointment of providence. In all this they 
manifest a nobleness of soul and constancy of mind at 
which we rarely arrive, with all our philosophy and reli- 
gion. They are slaves neither to ambition nor interest, the 
two passions which have so much weakened in us the 
s^timents of humanity, and kindled those of covetous- 
ness, which are as yet generally unknown to them.'' 

"What surprises exceedingly in men whose outward 
appearance proclaims nothing but barbarity is, to see them 
behave to each otiier with a kindness that is rarely met 
with in civilized nations, a natural and unaffected gravity, 
which reigns in all their behaviour and even in their 
diversioQs ; especially the deference that is always shewn 
by young people to the aged: and never to see 
them quarreling or using those indecent expressions, 
those oaths and curses, so common in most communities.'' 
Du Pratz says of them, "I have attentively considered 
these Indians a long lime, and never found or heard of 
any disputes or boxings with either boys or men." In 
short, says Boudinot, ''to make a brief portrait of these 
people, with a savage appearance, manners and customs, 

£ 



38 

which are eatixely barbarous^ there is obsenrable among 
them a social kindness^ free frcmi almost all the imperfec« 
dons which so ctften disturb the peace of a civil society. 
They appear to be without passion, but sometimes do that 
in cold blood, and even through principle, which unbridled 
passion produces in those who give no ear to reason. We 
discover in them .a mixture of the fiercest and most 
gentle mapners : the imperfections of wild b^ts and the 
virtues of the heart and mind which do the greatest honour 
to human nature/' 

''The nearer view we take of our savages, the more we 
discover in them some valuable qualities. The chief part 
of the principles by which they r^ulate their conduct, the 
g^ieral maxims by which they govern themselves, and the 
bottom of thek characters have npthing appearing bar- 
barous. The ideas, though now quite confused, which 
they have retained of a ixst Being; the traces though 
ahnost effaced of a religious worship, which they appear for* 
merly to have rendered to the Supreme Deity, and the faint 
marks which we observe even in their most indiiSerent 
actions of the ancient belief and thp primitive religi<Mi, 
may bring them more easily than we think of into the 
way of truth, and make their conversion to Christianity 
more easily to be affected than that of more civilizednations." 

Accounts very similar to these, representing the natives 
as amiable and highly estimable, are also given by Du 
Pratzin his history of Louisiana, and by Mr. Bartram, son 
of John Bartram, Esq. Botanist to Queen Caroline, who 
visited the Creek nation inhabiting the vast territory of 
East and West Florida. 
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Such axe some of the ideas of the Indian character on 
the arrival of the Europeans among thetiiy before they 
were debauched and demoralised by an acquaintance with 
those who pretended to be their ben^foct(»rs, in communi- 
cating to tbsm the glad tidings of salvation by Christ Jesus. 
Such is the testim(my of the best writers on different parts 
of that continent^ acquainted with difietent nations from 
North to South, It is given generally i^ the authors' own 
words^ l^t their mecming should be mlsfepi^ented^ It 
must be confessed hiowever that this is the fairest part of 
their character while at hoiiie and among Mehdd: and it 
is a perfectly jitet one. 

The chief and &vorite object of their attention was 
originally hunting, in which sport they have been reduced 
to ftarroW limits, by the continual encrOachmftntR of the 
netr settlers, and the buildSng of tow^s amidst llieir origi- 
xsally \lrildand qMicious woods. Laig^ tiactr yet i^main 
open U>r them in nnaiy psrt^ Imt in genetaltlie remains 
of the old inhsbitfemts^ have faOen by d^nes^ into^ a state 
of pdxtial ouldvaitt^ll, aild- have leanied to itepend more 
ihAki fonHeify on the kboiir of ^taat hands. J^ relation to 
theit atijdenti^Knrts we must speak of them^ui:' in times gone 
l^. lliey are thus describedr 

Their haughty tempeia' will' not oondescedd to labour: 
this th^ leave to the women; Their appearance is therd- 
lore solemn^ except when- &ey divert 'thiottselvtds'wlth their 
principle amusements, daadng and gaming. In war, 
and when opposed ta an^ enemy they axe cruel and 
revengeful. They make war with unrelenting fury on the 
least unattoned affinnt They kill and desth>y their ene- 
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mies without regret To be a warrior is the highest object 
of their ainbition. In their enmities they are bitter^ and 
to avenge the blood of a kinsman they will travel hun- 
dreds of miles and cherish anger in their breasts for many 
years. They are anxious to carry home trophies of their 
success in war^ but not so savage as that early nation of 
which we read in iiie 1 Samuel 18^ 25 and 27^ nor 
observing their hideous custom ; they have from some source 
unknown adopted the less savage one referred to by David, 
in his holy anger against his enemies, whom he always 
designated, the enemies of God: they scalp the slain, as 
some Asiatics have done, contrary to the usage of sdl 
other savage tribes. David speaks of the hoary scalp of 
his enemies. 

Before going to war, all that are able to walk and the 
old men borne by others, assemble in a grove or other place 
made sacred, and offer up prayer to the Great Spirit for 
success against their enemies. One of the old men 
addresses the assembly and recommends valoiur, and plac- 
ing confidence in the giver of life. We are also told by 
Hunter, that a day seldom passes with an elderly Indian, 
or others esteemed wise and good, in which a blessing is 
not asked of Him and thanks rendered for his mercies. 
On occasion of an epidemic malady such meetings are 
also held, they are told that it is an infliction from the 
Great Spirit for some wilful offences, they are charged to 
repent, to ask for i^ardon and to amend their lives, all 
amusements cease and both private and public fasting 
is enjoined. 

They usually attack with a hideous yell, so as to make 
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the woods to ring; the horror of which the ablest troops 
cfttt 8(mKely widistand who have not expected such a 
reception. To women and children whom they t^e pri- 
;»oners they are Had, and remarkable for the tenderness 
and: delicacy with which they treat the fcMfmer. To such 
prisoners as they^ by certain rtdes^ doom to deaths they 
areinscdting^ cnid^ and ferocious^ and their women are 
ii^enious in the science of tormentii^ them. But history 
wifl fornix us instances^ toa numerous of cruelties among 
civilised Europeans^ which neither savages nor even can- 
ibals can exceed : and, there are instances on record of the 
behaviour of Englishmen towards those very people^ cruel, 
revengeful and detestable in the extreme. If 1 do not 
attempt to justify the severities of the Indians, I must con- 
ceal from the eye of my readers &cts which glare upon 
my sight in the history of my countrymen with the 
appalling look of a h3rsena. 

How much have men at all times, when they have laid 
aside the feelings of humanity and engaged in deadly 
warfare, how much have they regarded their fellow men 
with an eye of envy, 'of hatred, and of detestation! 
Howmuch have they thought no cruelty too great to exer- 
cise towards them, let England in the times of persecution 
speak, let the history of protestantism and of Catholicism 
almost equally declare, let Indians contending with Euro- 
peans, let Europeans invading the peaceful shores of the 
AUantic and the burning ^ands of Africa also testify! 
—nay— let the sacred history vouch, when it writes of 
these very people under the conduct of a king and the 
instructions^of the Priests of the Lord, that they did not 
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then discover a better spirit than the forlorn wander^s in 
the wilds of America. See 2 Chron. 28. 5. and many 
other places ! ! 

When a whole people change from a settled to a wan- 
dering state, especially if they remove from all connexion 
and intercourse with civilized comitries, they must neces- | 
sarily accommodate their actions to their pressing wants 
and necessities. Their usages will change with their cir- 
cumstances. If before their emigration they had any 
knowledge of the arts and sciences, although this would 
enable them to exercise ingenuity and method in provid- 
ing for their wants ; yet, as they separated and colonized 
in different parts, this knowledge might gradually be lost, 
and little known of it but by tradition, except so far as 
should be kept alive by their actual wants. 

It is well known that the people of Israel were never a 
scientific nor a mechanical people : the arts of life were 
carried on by their own households to supply their wants : 
they were their own millers, and weavers, and taylors, and 
carpenters. The Abbe Fleury, in his account of the 
Ancient Israelites, shews them to have been a people 
with comparatively little of civilised life known among 
them. They could scarcely be more polished by the 
event of the captivity ; on the contrary their state would 
become worse ; and during that period in which the Baby- 
lonian and Median Empires were striving for mastery, 
when the Persians spread their arms through all the east, 
and then too when the Macedonian crushed them all 
under his sceptre, very little progress could be made in 
the improvement of life, especially by a class of men so 
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circumstanced as the captives were. In truth such was 
their condition, that they had every thing to gain and 
Kttle to lose, when the opportunity of escape presented 
itself, and a new and promising scene opened hefore them 
through the reports of travellers, perhaps some enterprising 
men of their own nation, and they heard of a Country, 
large, rich, and destitute of population, a still better 
Caanan, which they had only to seek and to possess. 

The Indians are perfect republicans and will admit of 
no inequality except what arises from age or wisdom, for 
council or for war. But in war they observe a strict dis- 
cipline and perfect subordination to their chief and to the 
officers who are chosen from the experience they have 
had in war, the management they have shewn iii surpris- 
ing an enemy or their wisdom in council. They are 
divided into tribes, and subject to a chief chosen from the 
wisest and bravest of them, and mardi under an ensign 
bearing the figure of the animal they have selected to dis- 
tinguish them. 

Kvery nation has its standard and every tribe its own 
badge or symbol When they encamp, they cut the repre- 
sentation of their ensign on the trees, by which it is known 
who have been there. In treaties of peace or of friendly 
alliance their Sachem affixes the mark of his tribe, the 
figure of the animal, upon the treaty, as a corporation does 
its public seal. So among the Jews, the lion was the 
symbol of the tribe of Judah, the serpent of Dan, the 
wolf of Benjamin &c. But to no animals whatever do the 
Indians pay any religious respect 

Their leader is assisted by a council of old, wise and 
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beloved men. Nothing is resolved ttp6n1)iit in this coun- 
dl where €vGify one hzS an equti roice. The chief is 
seftted in the middle, etnd hiif council on each hand form* 
mg a SeQiicircle, the manner in whid^ the Jewish Sanhe- 
drim stti before thenii. The- serioosne^ and extreme 
gravity which tiey obaierve, bo(h old and yoting, in every 
affair <^ bnsinesi^ was observed by Penn in his treads 
with tbaaa, asod by many others triio had the oppbrtnnity 
of being present in their eonsidtstions. They could not 
but fldmiie the great rev^erience in whidi their aged and 
beloved men, as they call thetii, were held and the perfect 
submission with which their advice was receivied. These 
m€^ ore g^ieraUy poorer than the rest of the tribe : 
they usuaHy give away the presents and the plunder 
whidi they obtain, so as to leave nothmg for themselves. 
No kind of sahny or stipend is annexed to any pubHc 
office, to tempt the covetous or the sordid ; and their 
authority resting on the esteem of the people, it ceases the 
moment that esteem is lost An old Mohawk Sachem, 
says one of their historians, in a poor blanket and a dirty 
shirt, may be seen issuing his orders, with on authority 
as arbitrary as a Soman Dictator. 

Time is reckoned after the manner of die Hebrews. 
They distinguish the spring, summer, autumn and winter. 
The latter is called Korah by the Cherbkees as by the 
Hebrews* Hie years are numbered by one of its divisions 
{or they have no name for a year. Like the Israelites 
they count the yea:r by months or moons. They divide 
the day like them by the sun coming out, midday, and 
the sun being dead; they al^o q>eak of the midnight and 
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the cockcrowing. Their ecclesiastical- year begins with 
the new moon of the vernal equinox^ acceding to mosaic 
instruction. To the first appearance of every new moon 
they pay great regard, and name the seasons from the 
planting and ripening of the fruit. The green-eared 
moon is the most sacred, when the first fruits are sancti- 
fied by being ofiered up. 

When they travel they count their time according to 
the ancient method by sleeps or more properly by nights, 
making the, evening and the morning the first day, and 
so on. 

The number and regular period of the Indian reHgious 
feasts, as will be seen hereafter, is a fair historical proof 
that they counted time and observed a weekly sabbath, 
long after their arrival on the American Continent : for 
the remark applies to all the nations. Before the seventy 
years' captivity the Israelites, as stated by Prideaux, had 
names for only two of their months, the one, the equinoc- 
tial, Abid, signifjdng a green ear of com; the other 
Ethaniam, robust By the first of these the Indians call 
their passover, as an explicative, which the trading people 
call, the Green-Corn Dance. 

One of the Missionaries, being in the Creek nation on 
a sabbath day, observed a gre&t solemnity in the town and 
a remarkable silence andretirednessofthe red inhabitants. 
Few of them were to be seen, their doors were shut and 
' the children kept within. He asked the meaning of it 
and was answered, that being the white man's sabbath, 
they kept it religiously sacred to the Great Spirit 

Boudinot being present himself on the Lord's Day at 
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the worship of seven different nations who happened to be 
at the seat of government, was^ pleased to see their orderly 
conduct They Were addressed with gi^at energy by an 
old Sachein ; and an Interpreter being present informed 
him that he had given an animated representation to his 
audience, of the love the Oreat Spirit hald always mani- 
fested towards the Indians, more than to any Other people, 
that they were in an espedid manner under his govern- 
ment and imth^diat^. direction: that it was^ therefore the 
least return they could make for so" miich goodness, grate- 
fully to acknowledge his favour, and be obedient to his 
laws, to do his will, and to avoid every thing that Wats' evil 
and of coitfse dii^leasting to him. 

Just befoi^ th6 SK^tvlce b^an, he ob^rved a» Indian 
standing at a wmdovr, lodking into & sitiaH field tfcljoiiiii^ 
the house, where many white diilditen w^ playing with 
the Indiatk clnldrbn and^mlil^ much ihrfsc The ttidissa 
seemed di4>lea9ed- and eexpresded himself so, lamentfog 
the sad dtate of those vMt6 children, whom he called, 
destitute orphans. He wais^ aideed ^why: he thought them 
orphans ?^hen they were notsb.'^ Thelndian^wlthieamd^ 
ness replied — ''Is not this the d&y 6ti wbidi yon told rne 
the white peopfeworsdiip the Ck^t!^»iri^^ andif ab, surely 
tlie^ children, ^ tb^y had piii^tS'ot' any person? to take 
cioe of thetn, wo«ddnot bedofiered tobe-out theti^, play- 
uiga&dm^ftingsachKiAolse. Nb! No! they hd;v« lost their 
&ther8 and theif motiiers, and hft9B nooiie to take care of 
them«'' Wkh so much seriousness did liecotisider the busi- 
ness of a' day devoted to religiousf worship. 

Much m^t be said at their perfect subordination and 
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great skill in conducting war, which would throw conside- 
rable light upon the character qf this people, but as this 
would lead us into too wide a field and embrace much which 
is not direptly subservient to the object in view, it shall be 
parsed oyer in silence. Qne.sultject however must be touch» 
ed upon. Whea they de^mwe upon war or hunting, 
they h^^ preparatory religious ceremonies ibr purification, 
similar to.thojse of the Israelites ; evidently regarding the 
danger ipf losing their lives in these encounters, and the 
neo^ty of preparing for such awful event Great how- 
ever bq^ be^n tbj^ .secrecy in keeping .th^r religious rites 
^m tbe.baowledge of the white people; and therefore 
xnistakes .have been made m the description given of those 
ntes. Th^lollowix^ accpunt of them seems to be admitted 
by the best evidence that has been obtained. 

''In case of an expectation of going to war, he who has 
the command fast? several days, besmeared with black and 
holdiog no conversation with any one: he invokes the 
Great Spirit by day and by night, and is careful to observe 
his d^f^vns. The fast being over be assembles his fri^ids 
and with a string of wampum in his hand he addresses 
them — "Brethren, the Great Spirit authorises my senti- 
i^ents and insures me with what I am to da The blood 
QfrT~*-is not wiped away, his body is noti^verad, and I 
will acquit my^^elf of this duty towards him.'' Such is 
Charlevoix's account, that of M'Kenzie of another tribe, 
and at a latier ^nie, is this: 

''If the tribes a^ called upon to go to war, the elders 
conyepe the people to obtain their opinion, they publish 
their intention tg smol^e lO the sacred stem, a pipe, at a 
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certain time. To this solemnity meditation and fasting are 
required as preparatory ceremonials. When assembled 
and the meeting is sanctified by smoking, in imitation 
perhaps of the incense of the Jews, the measures proposed 
are discussed. The chief then invites those who will 
follow him to smoke out of the sacred stem, as a sign of 
enrolment A feast ensues with much seriousness and 
ceremony, after which the .chief turning towards the east 
explains more fully the design of their meeting, and con- 
cludes with an acknowledgment for past mercies, and a 
prayer for the continuance of them from the master of 
life. He then sits down, and«the whole compmy declare 
their approbation by uttering the word Hio in a hooise 
guttural voice. The chief then goes round with the pipe 
from east to west to every one present, and the ceremony 
concludes." 

These practices remind us of the instructions of the 
Jewish ritual, the purifications and sanctifying of indivi- 
duals about to undertake important offices. 
• The Israelites humbled themselves and fasted in dust 
and ashes, the Indian besmears himself in token of 
humility. 

Similar accounts BJ!e given by Adair and others, who 
state that, besides the ^ting observed on these occasions 
they drink freely of a solution of bitter herbs which they 
call purifying, beloved physic, the effect of which is strong- 
ly purgative and ofiensive to the taste: and so observant 
are they of these old established customs, that they will 
not suffer any one, although engaged in the wax with them, 
to enter their camp or have intercourse of any kind with 
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llietn until he had undergone the purifying rites. This 
alto savonis of fielrew manners. Deut 23. 9. &c. 

A friend just returned from Canada, brought with him 
a sfanng of short peces of an extremdy bitter root which 
was g^ven tiun as ia matter of great favor by a chief with 
whom he was intinikte. He described this root to possess 
gt^ Tiftue. tt is probably the easava, of which they 
male i£he bitter puHfying liquor; the taste of it is extremely 
nauseous. Bitt» herbs. Num. 9. 11. 

The Hebrews carried to the wars with them an Ark 
ot Chest '^And it came to pass when the Ark set 
idtwkad, Moses said^ Rise up Lord and let thine enemies 
be ^battered and let them that hate thee flee before thee.'' 
And when it rested he said, '' Return O Lord unto the 
iiil^3^ thousands of Israel'' Num. 10. 35. "They pre*- 
stilhed to go up unto the top of the hill, but the Ark of 
the covenant and Moses departed not from the camp." 14, 
44. The Israelites were then smitten and discomfltted. 
See also 1 Chron. 16. 12. 

In tins Alk the ephod tvas kept, and by it David 
ehtjiiired of the Lord, 1 Sam 23. 9. The person who 
caiiried it was anointed with holy oil and was csdled, the 
an^ted tbi^e war. How the answer was obtained it is 
^dimdill for us to say: but we learn that before the t^ajde 
wtiS built this mode of asking council of Ged was frequ^it; 
there is no instabce recorded of it during the time of thfr 
fir^ temple. The Jews tell us» that during the tabeipacle 
€rdd spake by tTrim and Thumim, under the first temple 
by the prophets, and under the secoDyd by a V(»e6 fi»Bi 
the cloud. 

F 
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The Indians have also an ark or chest which b carried 
with them to the wars of simple construction^ only worthy 
of notice on account of the use that is made of it, about 
half the dimensions of the Jewish ark, carried by the leader 
himself or a beloved waiter who undergo a more severe 
purification than the rest, the one being Priest of war, the 
other helper to carry the ark while they are engaged in 
fighting. Consecrated vesseb of antiquated forms are 
contained in the chest 

In the Percy Anecdotes is an account of an old Indian 
who was made prisoner when warring against another 
tribe. He assigned as the reason of his misfortune ''that 
he had forfeited the protection of the divine power by some 
impurity, when caiT3ring the holy ark of war against his 
devoted enemy/' Which was a recognition of a God and 
his providence, and of the sanctity of the ark and the 
required purity ofhiin that bore it 

It is never placed on the ground; where stones avs 
plenty they heap them up and place it on them; but 
where there are no stones they have short logs of wood or 
a kind of tripod or three legged stool on which the ark and 
themselves may rest Such was the pedestal on which the 
Jewish ark was placed. In the power and holiness of 
this aik they have a strong faith. It is deemed sacred; 
and no one, not even their own sanctified war^ors, are 
permitted to touch it No one may on any account med- 
dle with it except the war chieftain and his waiter, under 
ifhe penalty of great evil Nor would the most inveterate 
enemy among their own people touch it in the woods, 
through the same impression of its sanctity. Here may 
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a striking comparison be made between these simple but 
superstitious people and the Hebrews before them — a 
compansoh which will not hold with any other known 
nation of the earth : under this divine banner they carry oh 
the wars. 

This ark or chest appears to have degenerated with some 
of the smaller tribes into a sack. They carry with them 
in their war a kind of sack which contains their holy things, 
which they believe to have some secret vhtue; and which 
is held in the same reverence as the ark of the other 
nations : this the conquerors would by no means touch if 
left on the field of battle. 

The women are expected to take upon themselves all the 
household work-— the men reserving themselves for war or 
for the chase. The women are treated with respect so 
long as they conduct themselves with propriety, and the 
greatest decorum is observed on all occasions towards them. 
Even to female prisoners no violence is ever oSexed : nt>t 
the least indecency : their persons are sacred. But we are 
told on the authority of a Spanish Priest, that on the 
Oronoko if a woman is caught in the act of adultery, she 
IS stoned to death before an assembly of the people, after 
the manner of the ancient Jews. 

Another custom of the women must not be past over in 
silence. They oblige them in their lunar visitations to 
retire to a small hut at a distance from their dwelling 
houses, and there to remain, at the risk of their lives, a 
time that is thought sufiBcient The general prevalence 
of this custom has been well established. See 15 ch. Lev : 
A young woman, at the first change of firame, separates 
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herself from the rest in a distant hut and r^main^ tbeici £i;xr 
seven days or longer if necessary. Her food i^ brought to 
her by a person who may not touch her ; nor may she 
tovLcji her food with her hands. When the days are lend^ 
she baths herself in water^ washes her clothes and cleanses 
the vessels she has made use of: the wooden ones ^e 
deans .mth hot lye p^e with wood ashes, those of eaarth 
or iron she passes through the fire. She tl^en returns tf> 
her fether's house and is thought fit for maniage ; bat Upt 
before. Same chapter. 

In some places a wQman delivered of a i^hild i^ ^Jfix^ 
ed in like manner for three moon? or eight^-fpu^ dayy- 
By the levitical law a woman yras to be ffej^^t£id and 
unclean forty days for a male child and eighty for a fepval^ 
From no known law but this could the Indiaiis h^ve 
adopted a custom so strange, and especially ^Qce somi^ pf 
them observe a like distinctipn between the male and the 
female children. Leviticus 12. 2. 

The ordinary character of the young woi^ien^ in their fiist 
intercourses with Europeans, w^ that they were mod^ 
in their d^rtmentand strictly virtuous: both young ^ 
old were highly pffended at any indeceiU ^tion^ or cuvep 
expresfflons: they were neat and cleau. But thqre fixe 
two vices before which female n^odes^ prostrates itself 
and is abandoned— -drinking and gannng, the former of 
the^ehas been the bane of the Indian women> as it ha^heep 
the deadly plague of the Indian m^« 

While engaged in war, the Indian^ wiU not cohabit 
with their wonien; they religiously abstain ^roxp every 
kind of intercourse^ tsven with their own wives^ for the 
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space of three days before they go to war, and also after 
their return home ; because they are to sanctify themsehres 
firoim an that has been wrong during the war. So Joshua 
commanded the Israelites, the night before they marched^ 
to sanctify themselves by washing their clothes, avoiding 
all impurities and abstaining from all matrimonial inter- 
course: and so, Uriah, when called home by his licentious 
master, in order that he might, by intercourse with Bath- 
sheba, hide the crime to which he had invited her, declined 
going into his house, and partaking of family delights 
while the ark of the Lord was in the camp and the war 
imfinished. And when the Indians return home victo^ 
rious, they sing the triumphant song of Y. O. He. wah. 
ascribing the victory, as the Israelites did, not to their 
swords or arrows or to themselves, but to the Great 
Being. 

When about to make peace, an embassy approaches the 
town, and a messenger is sent ahead to inform the enemy 
of their pacific intentions. He carries in his hand a 
swan's wing painted with streaks of white clay, the emblem 
of a peaceful embassy. The next day they enter the 
beloved square, when their chief taking the lead is met by 
one of the old beloved men of the place. They approach 
in a bowing posture. The one asks. Are you come as a 
fritndin Ike name of the Great Spirit? To which the 
other i^lieSi The Great Spirit is with me, I am come a 
friend in his name. The beloved man then grasps the 
stranger with both his hands, around the wrist of his right 
hand which holds some green branches, then again about 
the elbowr then about the aim dose to the shoulder as a 
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near apjuroiMi|:(tQ the heart. He tbea waves aaeagle'a tail 
ov^ the ^Haoger's head« the pledge of goodfaith. Tltfa 
ceremony was| observed between General Wasbmgtop, and 
an embassy firom the Creek nation in the year 1789. The 
cdmmoni method of greeting each other ia aanijar lo the 
above. The boat aska^ Are you a friend? The g^esH 
Replies. lamcome in Us na,me ofO. E.Jl* or Yehowtih' 

These p^ojile are said to be extreinely kind apid aifeo- 
tioiiate to 9j)e wotber^ always sharing among them what- 
ever ifi giveD> and hospitable to strangers who viail them> 
giving thei^ always th^ first pe^ of their victuals. 

They a^ ^ot only religiously attached to their tribe 
while living^ bat the bodies of the dea4 especially their 
bones, ai'e the objects of their solicitous caxe. The Ame-* 
nd rites which they observe shew that they hare sosne 
notion of a future state of existence, and even of the riaiflg 
of the body. They make a laige round hole in which the 
^ body cm be placed upright or upon its haunches^ aad 
placing the body in it. with the ^uce towards the eaat» 
cover it ovqt with what will au|]ppTttheea^ above it and 
raise oyer it a little tumulus : the corpse is dressed in its best 
apparel, aAd pear it are hdd what was thought valuable 
aj[)d esteemed by the deadi ^f & waniorji his bowa» arrowa» 
hatchet or the like. 

So free are these people tcom (he s^iiiit of cpvetousness, 
that to repress it in case of death, they bum all the little 
property m Indian has at the time of hia deaths or bmy 
it with hi^ in his grave. 

Axfkorm the Indiaxis pf Canada whea a pensos ezpise% 
the house is filled iplb ^)9onp»fi4 pmaa» fijenda are invited 
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to lament with tliem^ and these manileftfttiona of gijef are 
kept 1^ ^ long as th^ esqience C99 ^ boma* In some 
imtiona the relatire? fyst to the end pf the fiis^ral with 
tears and cries, and in cithers there are women whoflelnm« 
nesa it ia to undertalps the office of weeping and vailing^ 
and wl^o go from house to house to i^lieye the fiwujj of 
the painful task— tbey skig, dance, and shed tears, always 
keeping time to their vocal ^trains* See ^^remah 9. 17. 
'^ Consider ye and call for the mouming women, and send 
for punning ^omen that they may come, for a voice of 
wailing is heard.'' Some of these woinen have acquired the 
art of shedding tears 'at will, and they are much esteem- 
ed on these melancholy occasions. Those who have 
sought a res^nhlance hetvreen these Americana and the 
Hebrews, have not lailed to notice in many difibRent parts 
these cases of resemblance which si^port their opimpn, 
&]|di)]g them niucb resembling theirs* The Jews buried 
their dead in tombs hewn out of the rock, in which they 
were placed in an upright positiim, and often property 
valued bj them was buried in tb^ tombs. 

The Southerns wash and anoint the corpse and take it 
<Hit placing it opposite to the door, in a sitting posture: 
They then carry it several times round the honse in which 
itisto be listened ^ fqr sometimes they bury it in thehouse 
and under the bed. In this procession the religious man, 
tl^ Patriarch of the fiunily goes befefe tbecorpse, saying 
in mdi round Yah then Ho which is sung out by all the 
compiny, he then shouts out H# which is ^so sung by 
the we^ 4nd all concfaide by striking off with Wa^ m 
solipii (fy^tm: which nniiedjottiidafonn Ae Setagram- 



near appro^ to the heart. He thea wAvesaaeagle'a tail 
over the ^tnwger's head^ the pledge of good &|ith. Thjb 
cereixM>ny wa^ observed between General WashkigtoOf and 
an einba33yfican the Creek nation in the year 1789. Tbe 
^amxaon method of greeting each other i9 aimija; lo die 
above. H^e host asks;^ Jire you a, friend P The guesl 
teplies. lamcamem tk$na,me ofO.E.£. orYehownh' 

These p^(^ axe said to be extrepielj kind and aSec* 
tioDate to QTP\,e another, always sharing among them what- 
ev^ i» fpy^, and hospitable to strangers who visit themi 
giving them always tl^e first pepe of their victuals. 

They are Qot only reiigioudy attached to iheir tribe 
while living, but the bodies of the dead, especially their 
bone3, ai'e the objects of their spHcitous care. The iiiBe- 
ral rites which they observe shew that they have sosiae 
notion of a future state of existence, and even of the xiaiqg 
of the body. They make a large round hole in wUch the 
. body can be placed upright or upon its Iwmchej^ aad 
placi^ the body in it* with the iace towards the eaat, 
cover it o v^ with what will support the eaxtb above it and 
raise over it a little tupotulus: the corpse is dressed in Hs best 
apparel, and near it are laid what wajK thought valuable 
a^ esteemed by the deadi ^^ ^ warrior, his bowi^ arrowa» 
hatchet or the like. 

So firee ore theiEte people from the spirit of covetousaess, 
that to repress it in case of death, they bum all the little 
property an Indian has at the time of his deaths or bury 
it with hi^A in his grave. 

Ax^oqg the Indiana pf C|uiada wjben a pessott expires;, 
the house k fille4 with ^);papifi0 qd^ frjenda are invited 



to lament with ttiem, and these manUestatians of grjef are 
]^ept up ^ long as thp eifpenoe c^ ^ bcima* In some 
nation^ the relatives &st tp the end pf the fiunpral wilk 
tears and cries, and In ()ttiers there are women whoae ham* 
nes3 it is to undertalp^ the office pf weepng imd vailmg^ 
and wl^Q go from house tp house to ^lieye the finally of 
the painful task— -the^ sing, danc^ and shed teiucs, always 
keeping time to their vocal ^trains* See ^^i^emiab 9. 17. 
''Consider ye and pall {at the mourning wom^, and send 
for punning ^omen that they may come, for a voice of 
wailing is heard/' Some of these women have apquired the 
art of shedding tears *at will, and they are mudi esteem- 
ed pn these melancholy occasions. Those who have 
sought a resemblance hetween these Americans and the 
Qehrews, have not lailed to notice in many difierent parts 
these cases of resemblance which support their opinion, 
f^dupg them niuch resembling theirs. The Jews buried 
their dead in tombs hewn out of the rock, in which they 
were placed in an upright position, and often property 
valued by them was buried in their tombs. 

The Southerns wash and axioint the corpse and take it 
oiit placing it opposite to the door, in a sitting posture: 
They then carry it several times round the house in which 
it is to be listened; fprspmetinaestheyburyitinthehouse 
and undear the bed. In this prooession the religious man, 
the l^atrierch of the fiiinily goes befoie ihecorpse, saying 
in eaeh round Yak tben Ho which is sung out by all the 
compfoiy, he then shouts out H$ which is tHao mmg by 
the veft^ 9nd all coneliideby striking off with WAin 
soli^pn <dl9CU9: which united joundsfonn the XetsBgiam- 



near approach to the heart He thea wA^esaaeagle'alail 
ov^ the ^tnwger's head^ the pledge of good &|ith. This 
ceremony wa^ observed between General WashingtoHf and 
an einba33y from the Creek nation in the year 1789. Tbe 
common method of greeting each (^her i9 aimija; lo die 
above. The bo3t asb;^ Jire you a friend P The guesl 
teplies. lam come in the na,me ofO. E. £.. or Y^ ho tmsi^ 

These p^(^ axe said to be extrepiely kind and aSec* 
tioi]iate to q^e aiiotber, always sharing among them whal- 
ev^ j» givoD^ and hospitable to strangers who visit them> 
giving th<sm always tl^e first pepe of their victuals. 

They a^ not only reiigioudy attached to their tribe 
while living, but the bodies of the dead, especially their 
bone3> are the objects of their solicitous care. The iiiBe- 
ral rites which they observe shew that they have sosiae 
notion of a future state of existence^ and even of the xiaiqg 
of the bo4y. They make a laige round hole in which the 
. body can be placed upright or upon its Iwmchej^ aad 
placing the body in it;, with the iace towards the ea3t» 
cover it ov^ with what will support tho earth above it and 
raise over it a little tumulus: the corpse is dressed is its best 
appaielj and near it are laid what waJ} thought valuable 
a^ esteemed by the deadi if a warrior, his bowi^ arrowy 
hatchet or the like. 

So free ore these people from the spirit of covetousness, 
that to repress \t in case of death, they bum all the little 
property an Indian has at the time of his dealh, or bury 
it with him in his grave. 

Amoi^ the Indians pf C|uiada when a pessott expires;, 
the housa k fille4 ?Rtb ^ii^Nipif^l qd^ fijenda are invited 



to lament with them, an^d these maoilestfttiaiis of grjef are 
]^ept 1^ ^ long as the issfpeaoe am ^ boma* la some 
pationa the relatives fast tp the end pf the liunpral wilk 
tears and cries, and In ()thers there ^re women whoae ham 
ness it ia to undertalp^ the office of weepng imd vailmg^ 
and wl^Q go from house tp house fo ^lieye the bmij of 
the painful task — ^they aixig> danc^ and shed teiucs, always 
keeping time to their vocal ^tr^s* See ^^i^emiab 9. 17. 
** Consider ye and pall fc^ the mourning wom^, and send 
for punning ^omen that they may come, for a voice of 
wailing is heard.'' Some of these women have apquiied the 
art of shedding tears 'at will, and they are much esteem- 
ed pn these melancholy occasions- Those who have 
sought a resemhlance hetween these Americans and the 
Qehrews^ have not ^iled to notice in many difierent parts 
these cases of resemblance which support their opinion, 
finding them niuch resembling theirs. The Jews buried 
their dead in tombs hewn out of the rook, in which they 
were placed in an upright positi<MQu and often property 
valued by them was buried in their tombs. 

The Southerns wash and axioint the corpse and take it 
<Hit placing it opposite to the door, in a sitting posture: 
They then carry it several times round the house in which 
itistobeiQtened; fprspmetimestheyburyitinthehouse 
and under the bed. In this prooession the religious man, 
the |^atri0?ch ot the fiiinily goes before thecorpse, saying 
in eaeh zcmnd Yak tben Ho which is sung out by all the 
company, he then shouts out H0 which is tHao sung by 
the veft^ and all coaeliideby striking off with WAin 
solapn almas: which miiladjouiidsfonn t^ !Eetiagfam- 



near appro^ to the heart He thea wftves an eagle's tail 
ov^ the ^txaoger's head^ the pledge of good &|ith. Thia 
ceremony wa^ observed between General WashifigtaQ, and 
anemba^qrfiom the Creeknation in the year 1789. Tbe 
common method of greeting each c^ber ia aimija; lo ^ 
above. Tb^ boat asH ^^^ yf^ tfffiiend? The gueal 
teplies. lamcam^in ibsmokme of O.E.JSi. orY^howith' 

These people axe said to be extrem^y kind and aSec* 
tioiia^ to q^e another^ always sharing among them what- 
ever i^ giveD« and hospitable to strangers who viait tbem> 
giving th^ always tl^e first pepe of their victuals. 

They a^ ^t only rd^oudy attached to iheir tribe 
while living, but the bodies of the dead, especially their 
bone3> ai'e the objects of their solicitous care. The fune- 
ral ntes which they observe shew that they have sosne 
notion of a future state of existence^ and even of the xisiqg 
of the body. They make a laige round hole in which the 
. body can be placed upi%ht or upcm its Iwmchej^ and 
placing the body in i]» with the fsce towaids the east* 
cover it o vqr with what will ^u|^Tt th^ eaalb above it and 
raise over it a little tumulus.: the corpse is dress^ed in Hs best 
appaielj and near it are laid what was thought valuable 
a^ esteemed by the deadi ^^ ^ warrior, his bpwi^ arrowa» 
hatchet or the like. 

So firee are these people from the s^init of covetousaess, 
that to repress it in case of death, they bum all the little 
property an Indian has at the time of his death, Gt bury 
it with him in his grave. 

Among the Indisna pf C|uiada when a pesson expires^ 
the hPlUie is fille4 with ^nmi?nfi4 m^ fi^ends are invited 
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to lament with Hxem, and these manilestatiooa of grjef are 
]^ept 1^ ^ long as the eifpenoe c^ ^ lic)ma> In some 
pationa the relative? fast tp the end pf the fiunpral widi 
tears and cries, and ia ()ttiers there are women whoaeliam* 
ness it is to undertalp^ t|ke office of weepng imd vailmg^ 
and wl^o go from house tp house to ^lieye the finaily of 
the painful task — ^tbeymg^ dancei, and shed tears, always 
keeping time to their vocal ^trains. See ^^i^emiab 9. 17. 
'^ Consider ye and pall fc^ the mourning wom^, and send 
for punning ^omen that they may come, for a voice of 
wailing is heard/' Some of these women have apquired the 
art of shedding tears *at will, and they are mudi esteem- 
ed pn these melancholy occasions. Those who have 
sought a resemblance hetween these Americans and the 
Qehrews, have not £uled to notice in many difierent parts 
these cases of resemblance which support their opiuipa, 
finding them niuch resembling theirs. The Jews buried 
their dead in tombs hewn out of the rock, in which they 
were placed in an upright positi<MQu and often piroperty 
valued by them was buried in their tombs. 

The Southerns wash and axioint the corpse and take it 
<Hit placing it opposite to (he door, in a sitting posture: 
They then carry it several times round the house in which 
it is to be interred; fprspmetimestheyburyitinthehouse 
and undear the bed. In this prooession the religious man, 
the iPatrierch of the fiiinily goes befoie ihecorpse, saying 
in aaeh round Yak then Ho which is sung out by all the 
comp^a^« he then shouts out H$ which is also simg by 
the t&f^ 9i2d all coneliideby striking off with WAin 
soli^pn <dl9CU9: which miiladjouiidsfonn t^ SetSBgiam- 



near approach to the heart He then waves an eagle'a tail 
over the stranger's head^ the pledge of good &|ith. Tim 
ceremony was observed between General WashingtaOf and 
anembassy ficon the Creek nation in the year 1789. The 
QOmoon method of greeting each (^her is aimija; lo Ae 
above. Tk^ host asH -^^^ you a friend P The guesl 
teplies. lamcam^in tkena,me ofO.E.£. orY^hfiwuh' 

These p^(^ axe said to be extrepiely kind and aSec* 
tioiiate to Qj^e another, always sharing among them what- 
ev^ is giveo^ and hospitable to strangers who visit than, 
giving tihem always tl^e first pepe of their victuals. 

They a^ ^ot only rd^oudy attached to their tribe 
while living, but the bodies of the dead» especially their 
bones, are the objects of their soHcitous case. The iiiBe-* 
ral rites which they observe shew that they have soooe 
notion of a future state of existence, and even of the xiaiqg 
of the body. They make a large round hole in wUch the 
^ body can be placed upright or upcm its hawiches^ aad 
placii)g the body in it* with the face towards the eaat, 
cover it ovor with what will support the eaprtb above it and 
raise over it a little tupotulua : the corpse is dressed is its best 
apparel, and near it are laid what wsjk thought valuable 
a^ esteemed by the deadi ^^ ^ warrior, his bows^ arrows* 
hatchet or the like. 

So firee are these people from the s^uiit of covetonsness, 
that to repress it in case of death, they bum all the little 
property an Indian has at the time of hu death, fir bury 
it with hi^A in his grave. 

Ai^ong the Indians pf Cfmada wh^^n a pessoa expires;, 
the hQU9e is fille4 ?Rtb ^)9onpifi0 gxmp fijenda axe invited 



to lament with them, and these maniiestations of grjef are 
]^ept 1^ as long as the eiq>enoe c^ M boma* In some 
liationa the relative? AuM^ tp the end pf the fiunpral wilk 
tears and cries, and ^ ()thers there are women whoaeliam* 
nes3 it is to undertalp^ t)ie office of weeping imd vailmg^ 
and wl^o go from house tp house to relieye the finally of 
the painfol task — they sixi^ dance^ and shed tefuc8> always 
keeping time to their vocal ^tr^s. See ^ei^emiab 9. 17. 
''Censider ye and pall fc^ the mourning wom^, and send 
for cunning ^men that they may come» for a voice of 
wailing is heard.'' Some of these women have aequiied the 
art of shedding tears *at will, and they are much esteem- 
ed pn these melancholy occasions. Those who have 
sought a resemblance hetween these Americans and the 
Qehrews, have not failed to notice in many difierent parts 
these cases of resemblance which support their opinion, 
finding them much resembling theirs. The Jews buried 
their dead in tombs hewn out of the rock, in which they 
were placed in an upright position^ and often piroperty 
valued by them was buried in th^ tombs. 

The Southerns wash and axieint the corpse and take it 
<Hit placing it opposite to the door, in a sitting posture: 
They then carry it several times round the house in which 
itisto be listened; fpr sometimes they bury it in thehouse 
and uoder the bed. In this prooession the religious man, 
the l^atri^rch of the fiiinily goes befoie ihecorpse, saying 
in eaeh round Yak tben Ho which is sung out by all the 
comp^o^, he then shouts out H$ which is idso mmg by 
the veft^ 9nd all coneliide by striking off with WA in 
soli^pn <dl9cus: which miiladjouiidsfonn t^ XetSBgiam- 



near approach to the heart He thea waves as eagle'a 
ov^ the stranger's head^ the pledge of good &|ith. This 
ceremony wa^ observed between General Washington, aod 
an einba33y from the Creek nation in the year 1789. Tbe 
common method of greeting each other 19 similar lo die 
above. Tbo host asH -^^^ y<^ a friend? The gue^l 
Replies. lamcomein thename ofO.E.Jl. or Yehownh' 

Tbei^ p^Ie axe said to be extremely kind and aSec* 
tioiiate to Qi^e another, always sharing among them what- 
ev^ i^ givoD, and hospitable to strangers who visit them, 
giving them always tl^e first pepe of their victuals. 

They a^ ^ot only reiigioudy attached to iheir tribe 
while living, but the bodies of the dead, especially their 
bones, ai'e the objects of their spHcitous care. The iiiBe.* 
ral rites which they observe shew that th^ have sosiae 
notion of a future state of existence, and even of the xiaiqg 
of the body. They make a large round hole in which the 
^ body can be placed upi%ht or upon its Iwmchej^ aad 
placii^ the body in it. with the face towards the east, 
cover it ov^ with what will support the eaalh above it and 
raise over it a little tumulus: the corpse is dressed in its best 
apparel, and ne^ it are laid what w^ thought valuaUa 
a^ esteemed by th^ deadi i^ ^ warrior, his bowi^ anrowii, 
hatchet or the like. 

So free are these people frpm the iquiit of covetousness, 
that to repress it in case of death, they bum all the little 
prp|ierty an Indian has at the time of his death, or bury 
it with him in his grave. 

Amoqg the Indiana pf Cimada when a pessott expires;, 
the hQlUie is filled ?Rtb ^](^>ii|afi4 oci^ fijenda are invited 



to lament with them, and these manilestotiooa of grief are 
kept uf as long as the issfpenoe c^ ^ boma* In some 
liadona the relatives fast tp the end pf the liunpral wilk 
tears ipid cries, and In ()lhers there ^re women whoae ham* 
nes3 it is to undertalp^ the office of weepng imd vailmg^ 
and wl^o go from house tp house fo relieve the bmij of 
the painful task — ^they smg, dance^ and shed tefuc8> always 
keeping time to their vocal ^trains* See Jeremiah 9. 17. 
'' Censider ye and pall for the mourning wom^> and send 
for punning ^omen that they may come, for a voice of 
wailing is heard.'' Some of these women have apquiied the 
art of shedding tears 'at will, and they are mudi esteem- 
ed pn these melancholy occasions. Those who have 
sought a resemblance hetween these Americans and the 
QehrewSi, have not failed to notice in many difierent parts 
these cases of resemblance which support their opinipa, 
finding them much resembling theirs. The Jews buried 
their dead in tombs hewn out of the rock, in which they 
were placed in an upright position^ and often property 
valued by them was buried in their tombs. 

The Southepis wash and axioint the corpse and take it 
<Hit placing it opposite to the door, in a sitting posture: 
They then carry it several times round the house in which 
it is to be interred; fpr sometimes they bury it in thehouse 
and under the bed. In this prooession the religious man, 
the l^atrioTch of the fiiinily goes befoie thecorpse, saying 
in eaeh round Yak tben Ho vrhkk is sung out by all the 
compfo^, he then shouts out H$ which is idso sung by 
the fetf^ 9nd all coaeliideby striking off with WAist 
soli^pn <)h9cus: which miiladjouiidsfonn t^ SetSBgiam- 
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maton, or four lettered name of 6od> sacred among the 
Jews. Of which we must here observe, that the Hebrews 
are not permitted on any solemn occasion to utter this 
word ; and that these Indians who certainly do use it» and in 
many parts are well known to use it, do so, not as an entire 
word, but by the sound of the letters apart and in the regu* 
lar order which composed the sacred word. In the Chok- 
taw nation and in several others they also distinctly sing 
HcU-U-lu-yah, intermixed with their Iamentation& The 
account given of their funeral rites are much the same as 
those before mentioned. 

The graves of the dead are so sacred among them that 
to profane them is the greatest act of hostility that can 
be committed against a nation ; and they will not suffer a 
white miem to be buried in the same ground with their own 
l>eople; deeming it criminal, and believing that the spirits 
of the dead would haunt their houses and bring misfor* 
tunes on their families. 

If any die at a distance from home and they are not 
pursued by an enemy, they place the corpse on a scaffold/ 
secured from beasts and fowls of prey, and when the flesh 
ii consumed and the bones dry they take them home and 
sdemnly inter them. 

The Indians on the Juniata and Susquehannah rivers, 
placed their dead on covered cribs made hr the purpose, 
till the flesh consumed away. At the proper time they 
gathered the bones, scraped and washed them and then 
buried them with great solemnity. And there is a tribe 
called Nantiootes, who on their removal from an old to a 
sew town, oazzy the bones of their ancestors with them. 
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which was also Jknown to prevail in some cases among the 
Canada IndiajQS. ^o^ua 84. 32. 2. Sam. 21. 13. 

Thus the If ebrews often gathered together the bones 
and depo^H^d them in the tombs of th^ Others. So 
^4Coh chaxged his son to do after his death, and he buried 
him with his lathers in the cave in which his parents lay: 
^ndaoMpseswhi^Q he departed from Egypt todc the bones 
of Joseph with hia^ The Jews buried near their cities and 
sometimes cpj^Ate their bouses, implying a silent lesson 
of fii^idship and a lesson to live well They buried 
families togeth^, but strangers apart by themselves. 

A respectidtle Clergyman, who preached to the Indians, 
was unc^ present when news was brought to an aged 
woman of her son's sudden death by an accident Sh^e 
rjBtired to a distance and sat down pn the ground, h^ female 
Ixiends loUowed her and sat around her in a circle. 
They continued bng in a melancholy silence, uttering 
only now and then adeep groan. All at once the mother 
pm h^ ha^ fp h^ mouth, and fell with her &ce to the 
ffxmdjf the others did the same, making mdancholy and 
disPial y^lls and groanings. Thus they continued for 
some time with their hands on their mouths and their 
n^mtb8 in th^ dust. The men retired to a distance and 
wan( thrpugh tfie same ceremony. Need the reader be 
xeijaind^ of the xeladon which we have oi Job and his 
bkoisL 21, 6; 29, 9; 40, 4. Micafa 7, 16. Lmn. 3, 29. 
Fn9v. 00. 39* and otherplaces. 

9y the Mosaic kw a surviving broker was commanded 
to take the widovirto wife if she had nochild, and raise up 
9eed unto his brother. The design of which law 



58 

doubtless, to preserve the families endre> and that the 
inheritance of each might descend to the family. The 
children of the lawful wife had a right to the inheritance, 
and if the husband died before she had children, the 
brother, being the nearest relative was appointed to be the 
&ther of the heir at law. Ruth. 4, 10. Deut» 25, 6, 

The Indian customs resemble this. A widow is bonnd by 
a strict law or custom to mourn the death of her husband 
for the space of three or four years. But if it be known that 
the elder brother of her deceased husband has lain with her, 
she is exempt from the law of mourning, has liberty to 
tie up her hair and anoint and paint herself; which she 
could not otherwise do without being treated as an 
adulteress. 

Women have in no country nor at any period of dme 
been treated with the regard and kindness they have 
experienced in Europe of late years. In eastern countries 
they were formerly bought, and wherever this mode of 
obtaining wives has prevailed their condition has been 
depressed ; they have become the property and the slaves 
of the husbands. In this way were Rachel and Leah 
obtained: and in many parts of America the marriage 
contract is a purchase, if not of money, of an equivalent 
The suitor devotes his service for a certain time to the 
parent of the maiden he courts, by hunting with him, culti* 
vating his ground, ferming his canoes or by other presents 
which are useful or rare. Their women are seldom pro- 
lific : excessive fatigue, together with the want and distress 
often incident upon savage life, the custom of suckling 
their children for many jeucd, and it has been said the 
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destroying of cliildreii when they exceed a convenient 
xi^umber^ make the families smalL 

This mode of obtdning a wife which is found to pieyail 
generally in the Norths savours much of Israelitish 
manners; as does also their plan of divorce : for where a 
separation is desired^ there is no wrangling about itj notice 
is given to the relations and the reasons assigned^ little 
ceremony follows, no ill will is expressed and the divorce 
takes place. Lei him give her a bill of divorce. This 
is an event by no means common. Deut 24, 3. 

In many places in which these Indians are settled, tbero 
aie found among them places of refuge to which a crimi- 
nal and even a captive may fly, and be safe firom the 
avenger of blood if he can but enter it Mr. Bartham, 
writes. ''Here we arrived at the Apulachuela tovm in 
the Creek nation. This is esteemed the mother town 
sacred to peace : no captives are put to death or human 
blood spilthere.'^ Adair states that altho' the Cherokees 
are exceedingly corrupted, still they observe the law of 
refuge so inviolably, that they allow their beloved town the 
privilege of protecting even a murderer, but they seldom 
allow him to return from it in safety. 

The town of refuge called Choate, is situated on a large 
stream of the Missisippi. Here an Englishman was pro- 
tected some years ago after having killed an Indian 
warrior in defence of his property. He told Adair that 
after some months stay in that town he proposed returning 
to his house which was in the neighbourhood : but the 
chiefs told him it would prove fatal to him. He was 
obliged to remain there until he had found means to 
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satisfy the fnenda of the deceased by presents. lot &e 
upper country, there is alsd an old town, ncfw reduced tor 
a vilkge^ which is ifttOl a place of si^ty fbr tho^ who kill 
others undes^edly^ and in most bther pens such spots 
still remain, in iduch no one was evei^ kndWn to be pni 
to death, though in tbdr aoodetit d^genc^raciy thej^ ha^ 
sometimes diir^i persons out c^them i^ial they thiglkt b^ 
pat to death ekewheie; Dent 19^ 2; 

Ti» Jewish law. Num. 36. la eomriianded that tb^ 
murderer shall be put to death* The Afei^er df blood 
shall slay the muedetorj wheti he meete^ hmt, he ^all 
slay lm»— -btit the same severe kkr ff&nAeA a chance df 
esciqpe. Cities <^re&ge were chosen mdiiei^taMdd^ 
tani parts to which the mEudeier tonld Sy tdoA be ^cfeixr^. 
NunAeis 36. 9. and ibllowmg^ So With Oie Indians, thti! 
nearest relative of a mnzdered min is boimd to seek 
revenge and m general nothing bat Uopd ^tt atohe ht 
blood that was shed: nor is Ifaere any chance of a mur- 
derer shuzming the fiatlal blow but by securing a retreat ih 
one of thdr peaeeM towns^wheni he is condeiiined to 
pass the remainder ofhismis^ikble life, td meditate on the 
evil he has committed and by repentance obtain the 
Almight/s pardon^ whife that of man is never vouch- 
safed tolum. 

''At the present day we can scaxeely Ibim an opinion 
of what these Amofean In£stiEi8 were Whext firi^t £dC(>vef - 
ed by the Eia(^ean% Hiey iffao see thoto people now, 
especiaUy these wk) axe nete the new- ^ettleihetite and 
hold intercourse with the iidiab^ai^i Shd them abandoned 
to all sorts of crime, mean, dsbased ^bA gioveDing, fUIl of 
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deceit and looking out for vengeance. By oppression, 
diseases and wars brought on them by the new comers, 
and especially by the free use of spirituous liquors, 
unknown to them in their pure state, of which they are 
immoderately fond, they have sadly degenerated in their 
moral character, and lost that sense of dignity and self 
importance which they formerly possessed. An old 
Charibbee, at an early day, thus addressed one of our 
people. ''Our people are become almost as bad as 
yours. We are so much altered since you came among 
us that we hardly know ourselves; and we think it is 
owing to so melancholy a change that hurricanes are more 
frequent than formerly. It is an evil spirit that has done 
this, who has taken our best lands from us, and given us 
up to the dominion of Christians.^' Losing more and 
more of their old manners, they cannot at this time give 
any tolerable account of their religious rites and customs; 
although strongly attached to them as the express com- 
mands of the Great Spirit to their forefathers.'' 

"The very ancient men who have witnessed the former 
glory and prosperity of their nation, or who have heard 
from the mouths of their ancestors, and especially from 
their beloved men, whose office it is to keep alive their tra- 
ditions and laws and make them known to the rising 
generation, the former state of the country, the prowess of 
their warriors in old time and the peace and happiness of 
society, weep like infants when they speak of the fallen 
condition of the people. But this grief is not altogether 
without relief ; for they have a prophecy of ancient origin 
and universal currency among them, that the man of 

6 
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America^ wiU> at a future day^ regain his ancient ascen- 
dency, and expel the man of Europe fix)m this western 
hemisphere. This flattering persuasion has enahled their 
prophets to arrest in some trihes the use of intoxicating 
liquors, and has given birth to attempts for a general con- 
federacy of the Indians of North America.^' 

Boudinot informs us he was present at a dinner given 
to some Indians in 1789 at New York, who had come 
there on a mission. Before dinner some of the Sachems 
with the Chief man were standing in the balcony looking 
at the city and harbour. They seemed dejected, especi- 
ally the Chief. General Knox took notice of it and said, 
"Brother, what has happened to you, you look sad. Is 
there any thing to distress you.?*' He made answer. ''Pll 
tell you, brother. 1 have been looking at your beautiful 
city, the great water, your fine country, and see how happy 
you all are. But then I could not help thinking, that 
this fine Country and this great water was once ours. 
Our Ancestors lived here — ^they enjoyed it as their own 
in peace; it was the gift of the Great Spirit to them and 
to their children. At last the white people came here 
in a great canoe. They asked only to let them tie it to a 
tree, lest the waters should carry it away. We consented. 
They then said some of the people were sick, and they 
asked permission to land them and put them under the 
shade of the trees. The ice then came and they could 
not go away. Then they begged a piece of land to build 
wigwams for the winter; we granted it to them. They 
jwked for some com to keep* them from starving; we 
luiidly furnished it to them; they promising to go away 
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wben the ice was gone. When this happened we told 
them they must now go with their big canoes; but they 
pointed their big guns round their wigwams^ and said they 
wouM stay there and we could not make them go away. 
Afterwards others came. They brought spirituous and 
intoxicating liqnors with them, of which the Indians 
became very fond. They persuaded us to sell them some 
land. Finally they drove us back from time to time into 
the wilderness far from the water, and the ^tstt, and the 
oysters: they have destroyed our game ; our people have 
wasted away, and now we live miserable and wretched, 
while you are enjoying our fine and beautiful country. 
Tiaa makes me sorry. Brother, and I cannot help it.*' 

They have above all things regretted the introduction 
of spirituous liquors among them, which with reason no 
doubt they regard as the greatest evil that has befallen 
them ; and the first and most decisive article in all their 
late treaties has been, that there shall not be any of it 
brought into their towns or sold to their people. The 
traders are allowed to carry enough for their own use, and 
what they do not consume must be thrown on the ground. 
Two young traders were met carrying forty kegs of Jamai- 
ca spirits into the Creek country by some of the natives, 
who immediately struck their tomahawks into every keg 
and let the liquor run out, without drinking a drop of it. 
This was a great instance of self denial ; for it is said, 
their fondness for it is so great, thai, had they indulged in 
tasting it, nothing could have prevented them from drink- 
ing the whole of it. 

In the third report of the United Missionary Society it 
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is stated^ 'Hhat the aged men, on hearing the children 
repeat the instructions given them in the school, were 
much pleased and said; ''Now this is good talk. It 
resemhles the talk which the old people used to make to 
US when we were little children; hut alas! the wicked 
white men have rooted it out of our nation. We are glad 
the Great Spirit has sent these good Missionaries to hring 
it hack to us again." 

After some Missionaries had made known the ohject 
of their visit, the aged wife of one of their chiefs who was 
present made the following remark. " We have always 
understood, that at some time good people are to come» 
and teach us the right way; how do we know hut these 
are those good people come to teach us ?' * 



CHAPTER IV. 



OF BEIilOIOK AND RELtOKHJS RITES. 



Wi 



H£N Mr.' Peon had landed on the Americaii 
shores and had held his first^ intercourse with the Natives 
of iiy^he was exceedmgljr struck with their appearance and 
maimers. He found them very dif^rent froin any people 
he had met with any wheite else^ and thought them unlike 
any nation he had read o£ He saw them in ihdr state 
of' native purity^ undebased by slavery and uncontanli- 
nated with the vices of Europeans. In a letter to his 
firiends^ in England he wrote^ *'l found them with 
comitenances much like the Jewish race; and their 
cluldren have so lively a resemblance of them> that a man' 
wodd think himself in Duke% Place or Berry Street^ in 
Lond(»); when he seeth them.^' 

"They wore' eai^ringda:ndfn(^' jewels; br&scelets on 
theif ani» and legs/ rings on thidtr iSngiers^ necklace made 
of higUy polished shells found in their rivers abd on their 
coasts. The females tied up thdr hair behind/ workisd 
hands rdttnd their heads^ and> amtonenOed them ^«ridi shells 
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and feathers, and wore strings of beads round several parts 
of their bodies. Round their mocasins they had sheUs 
and turkey spurs, to tinkle Uke little bells as they walked.'' 
Of these things we read among the fantastic peculiarities 
of the Hebrew women in the days of their degeneracy, Isa. 
3, 18. "In that day the Lord will take away the bravery 
of their tinkling ornaments about their feet, and their cauls 
and their round tires like the moon : the chains and the 
bracelets and the muflers : the bonnets and the ornaments 
of the legs, and the hand-bands, and the tablets, and the 
ear-rings: the rings and the nose jewels.'^ "The common 
dress was a flannel ^ument or mantle ornamented on the 
upper edge by a narrow strip of fur, and at the lower edge 
by fringes or tassels. Over this, which reached below the 
knee, was worn a small cloak of the same materials, like- 
wise fringed at the lower part;'* which reminds us of the 
fringes and tassels worn by the Jews on their garments. 
They were then in the careful observance of certain reli- 
gious feasts, which bore a remarkable likeness to those of 
the ancient Hebrews. Indeed many of the early visitors 
of this hitherto unknown country and most of the serious 
and intelligent part of the settlers^ who paid attention to the 
people and to their customs, both Spaniards and English- 
men, made their remarks upon the general likeness they 
bore to the Jews; without unfortunately entering farther 
into the question, of the quarter from whence they sprang. 
Speaking of religion, Father Charlevoix observes. 
"Nothing has undergone more sudden, frequent and sur- 
prising revolutions, than religion. When once men have 
abandoned the only true one, they soon loose sight of it> 
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and find themselves entangled in such a labyrinth of inco- 
herent errors^ inconsistencies and contradictions^ that there 
often remains not the smallest clue to lead us back to tbe 
truth. The Buccaniers of St Domingo, who professed to 
be christians, but who had no intercourse except with one 
another, in less than thirty years, through the want of 
religious worship, instruction auid an authority that might 
keep them to their duty, had lost all marks of Christianity 
except baptism alone. Had those people continued only 
to the third generation, their grand- children would have 
been as void of Christianity as the inhabitants of Terra- 
Australis, or New Guinea. They might, possibly, have 
preserved some ceremonies, the meaning and origin of 
which they could not explain.'* 

The Israelites were carried captive about seven hundred 

years before the Christian era, and may have remained 

imder the controul of their conquerors for two or three 

hundred years. We shall in a future chapter enquire 

about what period their escape from Media may have been 

accomplished; but, making every allowance that time and 

circumstances seem to require, it must have been nearly 

two tliousand years after that escape, that these numerous 

and singular tribes were discovered on the American 

Continent What surprising changes may not have taken 

place among them, or many parts of them, during that 

long term of years ! Without government, without laws, 

without any head but the head of the family, or of a small 

associated tribe, or any will but that of the patriarchal 

chief; with an unlimited range over an immense continent, 

rich in natural Produce, and abounding in Game and 
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in wild Animals of various kinds; wkh more food at 
their command than many years could* ocmsubiei and the 
project of their provision multiplying rather than dimi- 
nishing; numberless will have been the modifications of 
character which tbey assumed, and incalculable the dis-- 
tanee^— I mean in manners and in thoughts — ^firom whi(:h 
families and tribes will have receeded from one anoth^. 
And yet these wandering tribes of In^Uans, spreading 
during the space of two thousand years, over an extent of > 
country ninety degrees in length with a piopcntionate 
spread^ have preserved so many essential parts of im- 
original plan of divine worship, and so many primitive ' 
doctrineSi as to satisfy enquirers, that they have descend- 
ed from one family, and to point us with a suffici^iit -^ 
clearness to that &mily ; while yet they have almost, and 
in some parts wholly, forgotten their meaning and their - 
end. 

It has been no uncommon thing for ignorant people to 
charge them, with being idolaters; the occasion of which 
charge is well explained. Good men, from a want of the 
knowledge of their language, and from an intimacy with 
the most worthless of them, residing near the European 
settl^nents, without making any allowance for situation 
and circumstances, have given terrific accounts of these * 
children of nature. Some zealous and pious men, deeply 
afiiicted with a seaae of what they considered their ui^ap 
py state, have gone into the woods to them, to preach the 
Gospel) without a prepiaratoiy education for so important 
an unde^taldng; without uiderstanding their language 
well, and knowing their customs, habits and prejudices. 
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Among some of these people it has been said there was 
a talk of many Gods ; yet to this was added the declara- 
tion^ that there is one great and good God, who is over tdl 
the rest : by the many gods may be meant the lesser spi- 
rits or angels, in which they all believe. 

To persons so ignorant of what they ought first to have 
known, and trusting to a heathen interpreter who was 
unable to feel or express the nature of spuitual things, and 
having to deal with a jealous and artful people, rendered 
so by a suffering experience of more than a century, by 
imposition and oppression, what may we imagine would 
happen, but that they should be despised by the Indians, 
and then made a butt of to laugh at and to frighten. They 
have dressed themselves, for the sake of a frolic, in a ter- 
rific manner, and made frightful images, with extravagant 
emblems about them, to alarm the weak minds of the 
white people of whom they thought but lightly. 

It is a well known fact that a preacher of this insignifi- 
cant class went among them before the revolutionary war, 
and in his discourse began to tell them ; '* that there is a 
God who created all things; that it is exceedingly sinful 
and ofiensive to him, to get drunk, or he or steal : which 
they should carefully avoid.*' They answered him. "Go 
about your business, you fool ! Do not we know there is 
a God as well as you ! Go to your own people and preach 
to them ; for who gets drunk, and lies and steals more 
than you, white people ?*' Indeed, if the Indians form 
their ideas of us from the common traders and land specu- 
lators, and conmion people, with whom alone they associ- 
ate^ they will not run into a greater error than the 



70 

Europeans do^ when they form their ideais of the character 
of Indians, from those that keep about the settlements 
and traffic with the frontier inhabitants. . 

Respectable as the character of Robertson is generally 
as a historian^ he appears to have heen deceived by the 
Spanish Writers to whom he trusted, though not impli- 
citly. In his account pf the Mexican religion there is 
much truth, mixed, as it appears from more recent investi- 
gation, with much error. 

''Among the Mexicans religion was formed into a 
regular system, with a complete train of priests, temples, 
victims and festivals. From the genius of their religion 
we may form a just conclusion with respect to its influence 
on the character of the people. The aspect of supersti- 
tion was with them gloomy and attrocious ; its divinities 
clothed with terror and delighting in vengeance: they 
were exhibited under detestable forms which created hor- 
ror. The figures of serpents, vipers, and other destructive 
animals decorated their temples : fear was the only prin- 
ciple which inspired their votaries ; fasts, mortifications 
and penance were employed to appease the wrath of their 
Gods, and the Mexicans never approached their altars but 
with blood sprinkled upon them from their own bodies. 
Human sacrifices were deemed mo^t acceptable ; eveiy 
captive in war was devoted as a victim, and sacrificed with 
rites no less solemn than cruel. The head and the heart 
were the portions consecrated to the Gods : the warriors 
who had made the prisoners, carried off the bodies to feast 
upon them with their friends. - The Spirit of the Mexi- 
cans was therefore unfeeling, and the genius of their reli- 
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gion so far counteracted the influence of policy and the 
arts, that, notwithstanding their progress in hoth, their 
maimers, instead of softening, became more fierce.'' 

''In Peru, the whole system of civil policy is founded 
on religion. The Inca is not only a legislator but the 
messenger of heaven : his precepts are not received as the 
injlinctions of a superior but as the mandates of a God : 
his race is held sacred and not intermixed with mean 
blood : he is the child of the Sun, and is deemed under 
the protection of the deity from whom he descended : his 
power is absolute, and all crunes conmiitted against him 
are violations of heaven's decrees. The genius of religion 
was with the Peruvians quite opposite to that of the Mex- 
icans. The Sun, the great source of light and joy and fer- 
tility in the creation, attracted their principal homage ; the 
noon and stars, co-operating, were entitled to secondary 
lonours." So the commands of Moses were those of God. 

"There were no imaginary beings in Peru presiding over 
lature to occasion gloom; but real objects, mild and gene- 
.*ous, made their religion gentle and kind. They oflered 
to the sun part of those productions which his genial 
warmth had called forth from the bosom of the earth and 
reared to maturity. These people never stained their 
altars with human blood, but were formed to mildness by 
correcting all that is adverse to gentleness of character." 
Here is a thread of Persian theology woven into the the- 
ocracy of Israel. As their ancestors caught the Egyp- 
tian distemper, which burst out in the golden calf; so a 
tribe or family of the Israelites blended the Persian fire 
in their worship. 
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The Indians are filled with a spiritual pride, especially 
their chief and best men. They consider themselves under 
a theoeracy, and that the Great Spirit whom they worship 
is in an especial manner their governor and head. They 
pay their worship, as Mr. Adair assures us, and he had 
the best opportunity of knowing, to the Great, Beneficent, 
Supreme, Holy Spirit of Fire, who resides above the 
clouds, and on earth with unpolluted, holy people. Some 
Spanish writers on their first arrival among them declared, 
that in Mexico they paid adoration to images or dead 
persons, or to the celestial luminaries or to evil Spirits ; 
but Adair assures us, that the charge is totally false, 
although it may not have appeared to them altogether 
groundless. 

Their religious ceremonies approach much nearer to 
the Mosaic than to Pagan institutions, but it is easy for 
observers to be deceived in these. Mistakes, and they very 
great, have arisen firom the difficulty of a stranger obtain- 
ing correct information fi-om a people who are jealous of 
the object of his enquiry, and extremely secretin perform- 
ing their rehgious duties; and firom the well known 
mischievous deagns or avaricious views of strangers. A 
man who becomes a historian, if he be of a narrow mind and 
contracted view of things, delights in the marvellous, and 
makes up strange stories to answer private purposes or 
•over base designs: which has been fuUy exemplified in 
the false and base accounts which have been published 
by Spaniards of the inhabitants of Mexico. 

Adair assures us, that firom the experience of forty- 
y«art he can say, that none of the many nations fi*om 
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Hudson's Bay to the Missisippi, have ever been known to 
attempt the formation of any image of the Great Spirit. 
Yet they are all a very religious people, and devout in 
their worship. They never attempt to divine from any 
thing but from dreams ; which proceeds from a tradition, that 
their ancestors received knowledge of future events from 
heaven through this medium. Job 4. 12. 33. 15. and 
other places. 

"The great temple at Mexico was a solid mass of earth 
in a square form, faced partly with stone. Its base on 
each side extended ninety feet, and decreased gradually as 
it advanced in height, terminating in a quadrangle of about 
thirty feet, where they placed a shrine of the Deity and 
two altars on which victims were sacrificed. All the other 
temples in New Spain resembled this.*' It is to be wished 
that Robertson who gives us this account had stated, what 
he meant by the shrine of the Deity. It may have been 
no other than the holy place, containing the holy things, 
which I have hereafter to describe, but which the Spa- 
niards would convert into a proof of idolatry. On these 
points he seems to have had his thoughts completely per- 
verted by the authorities in which he placed too much con- 
fidence. If h's infoiination was correct, and we are not 
authorised to say it was not, we are to regard this elevated 
plot of ground as a copy of the high places on which the 
inhabitants of Canaan woijshipped their Gods; those of 
Dan and Bethel on which the calves of Rehoboam were 
placed ; and others on which Baal — the Sun — ^was worship- 
ped. But we arc also to recollect, tl;at the ten pie of Jeru- 
sakm tood on the highest groi n1, rnj, like t'.ie heathen 
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temples, was carried up as near the sky as could be; 

Du Pratz was intimately acquainted with the guar- 
dians of ^ the temple of a nation near the Missisippi, and, 
requesting to be informed of the nature of their worship, he 
was told, th^ they, admowle^ged a Supreme Being whom 
they call the Great Spirit, or the Spirit infinitely Great, 
or the Spirit by way of excellence. The guaxdian said, 
''the Great Spirit is so great and pbwerfiil, that in eompa* 
rison of him, all other things are as nothing; he made all 
that we see, all that we can see, and all that we cannot see. 
He is so good that he cannot do ill to any one, even if he 
had a mind todoit The Great Spirit made all things by his 
will ; nevertheless, the little spirits, who are his servants, 
may by his orders have made many exceUentthings in the 
universe, which we admire; but God himself formed man by 
his own hands. The little spirits are freeservaats, always 
before him, and ready to execute his pleasure with an ex- 
treme diligence. The air is filled with other spirits, some 
good, some wicked; the latter have a chief who is more 
wicked than all the rest. The Great Spirit had found 
him so vricked, that he had bound him for ever, so that 
the other spirits of the air no longer did so much harm." 

On being asked, how man was made ? he answered. 
" That God kneaded some clay and made it into a little 
man; after examining it and finding it well formed, he 
blew on his work, and the little man had life, grew, acted, 
and walked." Of the woman he said, "probably she was 
made in the same manner as the man, but their ancient 
speech made no mention of any difiference, only that the 
mail was made first" 
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Hanter^s Narrative was written, in 1823, under circum- 
stances peculiarly striking. He was taken by the Indians 
when a child and brought up by them. He does not 
appear to have entertained any diought as to ^eir origin 
or that of their religious opinions; but states many facts 
which clearly prove the point with us at issue. " It is cer^ 
tain that they all acknowledge one Sui»reme, aU powerful 
and intelligent Beii^ the Giesi Spirit, the giver of life. 
They believe that he often held council and smoked with 
their red men in andent times, and gave them laws ; but 
that in consequence of their disobedi^ace, he withdrew 
jfrom them and abandoned them to the vexations of tlie 
bad spirit, who had been insti'umental of aH their degene- 
racy and sufferings.^* See page 25 and 26. "They 
bc^eve him always present with them, and still loving those 
that pray to him and are thankful; they offer their devo- 
tions to him for i»eserving them and suppl3dng then* 
wants ; and you then would witness the silent but deep 
impressive conimunication the native of the forest holds 
with his Creator.*' 

Accounts very »milar to these of the Northern ladians, 
are also given of the Araucanians and the inhabitants of 
Ghili, whose history was written by Alonzo de Ericilla. 
Tb&y have the same ti-aditions which prevail over North 
America^ or very similar to &em, they entertain the same 
views of God, and have th^ same religious customs. 

In the South there are several instances of the theo- 
cratic form of govemm^titin which de^tism is concealed 
under the appearance of a gentle a^d patriarchal govern- 
ment That of Zac, which comprised the kingdom of New 
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Grenada, was founded^ by a mysterious personage called 
Bochira, who, according to tradition lived in the temple of 
the Sun at Sogamoza two thousand years ago. The 
people are called Moscas. Sogamoza has been thought 
to be compounded of Sagan, the name of the Deputy high 
priest of Israel, which is also a well known Indian name 
for the deputy or waiter on their Priest, and Moses. C al- 
met tells us, that Moses was Sagan to Aaron, as he learns 
from the Rabbis. Hence this blind tradition of the 
Moscas may have confounded the names of the person and 
the place, or transfenred that of the former to the latter, 
alluding in point of fact to their real lawgiver, Moses, two 
thousand years before some noted era. 

They profess an opinion exactly similar to that of the 
Jews, that the Great Spirit is the head of their state, and 
has chosen them from all the rest of mankind as his elect 
and beloved people. This is a circumstance related not 
to a few, but to aU who have had an intercourse with 
them, which would lead to the knowledge of it ; nor can it 
well be accounted for, if they were not derived from the 
same stock as the Jews. Such is their religious pride, 
that they hold the white people in contempt, applying to 
them in their set speeches a word which -signifies nothing. 
But they flatter themselves with the name, the beloved 
people, or holy people ; and in their addresses they enlarge 
in boasting terms on the happiness of their country, and 
the special favour shewn it by God. 

When any of the beloved people die, they soften the 
thoughts of death by saying, he is gone to sleep with his 
beloved fore-fathers, and have a proverbial expression 
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among them^ the dayt appointed Mm arejinished. They 
affinn there is a fixed time and place^ when and where 
everjr one must die, without the possibility of avoiding it. 
^ey also say, such a (me was weighed on ^ path, and 
made ta be light; ascribingHfb and death to God's uner- 
ring and particular providence. 

*^11ie Jews held the soliemn four-lettered name of God in 
great reverence, and mentioned it only once a year when 
the high priest went into the holy place ; and it is a strik- 
ing fact ascertained by abundance of testimony, that the 
Indians utter loud the sound Yah at the beginning of their 
religious ^mces ; they then sing y,yfy; ho, ho, ho; he 
he, repeating these sounds often, as if to retain the remem- 
bfance of the name, but never utter the whole word toge- 
ther; at the sound of Tab, which so nearly resembles the 
woid- Jkh, the abstract of Jehovah, they faH into a bowing 
posture.*' Whence can have come this veneration for cer- 
taki sounck> their frequent and regular repetition on religi- 
ous occasions, and their care not to unite them in one 
sound so as to utter the whole word ? Such an extraordi- 
nary resemblance to a Jewish feeling and a Jewish reverence 
can- scarcely have been an accidental occurrence in the life 
of those tribes. 

Charlevoix, speaking ofthe northerns, observes ^'that the 
greaiter part of their feasts, their songs, and their dances, 
appear to have had- rise in religion, and still preserve 
some tsacea of it. There is a ^at resemblance between 
tbop ai^ the people of Gbd^ ^At some of their meals 
they do not use knives, and are careful not to break 
any bones of the beast they eat; and never eat the part 
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which lies under the lower joint of the thigh, but always 
throw it away." Other persons have said they throw it 
into the fire. "They have been often heard to utter dis- 
tinctly the word Hallelujah in singing ; and at the return 
of their hunting party they make a feast of which nothing 
must be left, but all consumed, or entirely disposed of 
before the next morning ; as in the passover of the Israel- 
ites ; and if any family cannot accomplish the prescribed 
command, they call in the assistance of their neighbours ; 
as was practised in Canaan when a family was not large 
enough to consume the paschal lamb." 

" The American Indians, especially the Cherokees and 
Choktaws, have in their places of Worship, as they call 
them, the beloved squares, a very humble resemblance 
of the Cherubim which overshadowed the mercy-seat 
Adair saw in one of these squares, two white painted 
eagles, carved out of poplar wood, with the wings stretched 
out, standing in a comer five feet from the giound, close 
to the red and white imperial seats, and within were 
painted with a white clay the figure of a man, with 
buffalo's horns, expressive of power, and that of a pan- 
ther, which is the nearest of the animals of America to a 
lion. Compare Ex. 37. 9. Ezekiel chap. 10. Each of 
the Cherubims, according to the prophet, had the head and 
face of a man, the likeness of an eagle about the shoul- 
ders, with expanded wings, the neck, mane and breast of 
a lion, and the feet of^ an ox: See Ezekiel, 1. 5. 
In these squares they dance on the winter nights, singing 
Hallelujah ; also yo, he, wah : but never discover any 
signs of adoration of these figures." When the Israelites 



79 

encamped we learn of them, that they were usually ar- 
ranged into four divisions, under four different standards, 
namely, a man, an eagle, a lion and an ox, which four 
emblematic figures, whatever they may mean, were found 
roughly drawn in this and other similar temples. 

The terms of their language direct to the character of 
their reHgious feehngs. The southerns call God by a 
name which signifies greatness, purity and goodness ; the 
great, beloved, holy cause: persons and places set apart, 
are called sanctified ; which epithet is also applied to their 
priest or holy man, calling him, the great, holy, beloved, 
sanctified man of the holy one. The m6st sacred appella- 
tive they have for God is that already mentioned, yo, he, 
wah, which they do not utter in common speech. Of the 
time and place of uttering it they are very particular, 
and it is always spoken in distinct syllables, and with a 
solemn air. 

They have among them an order of men answering to 
both prophet and priest. With some their language calls 
them cunning men, and prescient of futmity, but gene- 
rally men resembhng the holy fire. Their tradition re- 
ports of them, that in former times they were possessed of 
an extraordinary divine spirit, by which they foretold 
things future, and coutrouled the common course of na- 
ture ; and they believe that, by the aid of the same divine, 
spirit or fire, they can still effect the same. These perhaps, 
were the lineal descendants of Ihe tribe of Levi. 

. A similar account of the prophets of the Delaware 
nation,. was given by Mr. Beatty about sixty years ago. 
" They consulted them upon occasion of great sickness. 



mortality, or otiierextraordioacy occurrences; as the Jews 
of old enquired of thepcopljusta. These peo^e ane called^ 
beloved men, and tiieir poutifical office descends hy* inhe- 
ritance to die.ddesf ' 

I scarcely thiiik it neoessaiy to enter here into a mimite 
description of-the dress of the priests, which it will be sup- 
posed, in theirs rude and c^tressed condition, cannot have 
retained the richness of tJ]ie ancie^ priesthood : it is how- 
ever astonishing to see how much, in their humble style, 
it corresponds widi that of the Jewish priestfaood. Th«?e 
is with them a long and a solemn ceremony once & year 
formakingthesiq)po8ed>holy fire>and ofieringayearly atone- 
ment for sm, when the priestis clothed in a white garm^t, 
resembling the Ephod, made of a finely dressed deer-skin : 
it is a waistcoat' without sleeves^; has shoes and other gar-* 
ments are white and new, and worn only on that occasion: 
— he puts on a breast-plate, made of a white conch-shell, 
with white buttons on the outside, in imitation, we will 
venture to say, of the precious st(mes of urim and thum- 
mim. Round his temples is a wreath of swan's feath^nif 
or a piece of swan-skin doubled, so as that only the snowy 
down may appear; corresponding in a humble degree 
with the plate of gold of the Jewish High priest; and on 
his head a tuft of "white feathers : on his mocasins are fas- 
tened a number of blunted turkey-cock spurs, as the Jew- 
ish Hig}i priest wore bells on his coat of bkia 

In every town or tribe is a High priest, and others^of 
inferior rank, l^e oldest presides in spiritual things : he 
maintains great influence among his people, and the great 
council never determine on any point of importance with- 
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out his advice. The people firmly believe, that they 
have communion with invisible spirits, who have some 
share in the government of human affairs, and also of the 
elements. Their incense is the smoke of tobacco, which 
they puff about on some occasions, and blow towards the 
sun ; and they reckon their time by the new moon, of 
which they are great observers, and rejoice at its coming 
as the Hebrews did before them. 

There is an odd story among them, which may be con- 
ceived to have had its birth from their knowledge of the 
blazins: stones of the urim andthiunmim. It is of a trans- 
parent stone of supposed great power to bring down rain, 
when put into a basin of water, agreeably to a divine vir- 
tue impressed on one of them in times of old. This stone 
would suffer injury if it were seen by any common person, 
and if seen by foreigners would lose all its divine power. 

" They have also a most holy place, into which none 
but the priest can enter. It is partitioned off by a mud wall, 
and in it are deposited their consecrated vessels. To ap- 
proach this sacred spot would occasion danger to them- 
selves^ and general injmry to the tribe. The great public 
square, or beloved place, stands alone in the centre and 
highest part of the town. It has four square or cubical 
buildings, enclosing a spot lai'ge in proportion to the size 
of the town : one of these is the council-house — another 
a dark buildings a secluded place, designed for a sanc- 
tuary or temple, into which it is death for any but the 
High priest to enter ; in which are deposited, the sacred 
things, the physic pot, rattles, chaplets, eagle's tail, calu- 
met, or sacred stem, a sort of pipe, the pipe of peace, &c.'* 
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Mr. Bartram was once present in a town when the peo- 
ple were fasting, taking medicine to purge thoroughly the 
system, and praying the Great Spirit to avert from them 
a sickness which had long afflicted them. They &sted 
seven or eight days, taking no food hut a meagre grud, 
made of com, flour and water, and drinking ahlack drink 
which acted as an emetic. Deut 16. a fast of seven days. 

In short, their ceremonies of religion are much after the 
mosaic plan, and have scarcely any resemhlance to Pagan 
institutions, while they are utter strangers to all the gestures 
practised hy the pagans in their religious rites. 

To the above remarks, which apply chiefly to the 
North American Indians, it is desirable to add the remarks 
of early writers on the state and customs of those of Mexico 
and of South America. These writers have been chiefly 
Spaniards, who cared litde about the religious feelings of 
the natives, and appear to have done all in their power to 
have them regarded as idolaters, cannibals, ofl^ring human 
sacrifices, barbarous and premeditated murderers. There 
were indeed some happy exceptions among tho^ writers; 

From these persons we learn, that they oflbred tothesun 
and earth asmall quantity of every kind ofmeatand drinkbe* 
fore they tasted it themselves. This was the evening sacri$ee 
already explained. Montezdmadnit himself up a^d o(m* 
dnued for the spaee of eight days in fasting and prayer 
when die Spaniards arrived ; and to blacken his charaeter 
they have added without sufficient authority, that he c^ 
fered up human victims in sacrifice to his God. These 
prayers and &stings were doubtless the s^pae as those of 
the Ncnrdiem Indians, to sanctify himself and gain favour 



83 

and ooimcil from the Deity. At Mexico was found atemple, 
with a priest^ called the minister of holy things, together 
with the hearth or altar, the continual fire, the holy ark,&e. 
Bertram gives a description of a Southern Indian tem- 
ple, composed of a square of small huildings; '' here they 
held their councils; a part was shut up, heing esteemed 
holy, into wluch the priest alone entered, and where the 
sacied things were deposited. At this temple, he says> 
the males assemble three times in a year, at the feast of 
ripe fruits, at the huntmg feast, about the time of the an- 
cient pentecost, and at the great feast 6f expiation, ^t the 
time of ripe com. When one dies, the Indians, like the 
Hebrews, wash and anoint the body.'' 

Of the Peruvians, Acosta relates, ''that they held an 
extraordinary feast, for which they prepared by fasting 
two days, not accompanying with thek wives, or eating 
salt meat or garHc or drinlfing chicca during that time. 
They assembled in a place, which ndther strangers nor 
any beasts were allowed to enter, afterwards they danced 
and feasted." Here is the Northern's festival of Atone- 
ment for Sin. He adds. 

''The Charibbeans at a triennial feast divided the 
women and children £rom the men; the latter, shut up in 
a house, sang, he, he, he, while the others answered by 
repeating the same : they danced to the sound of rattles, 
the beloved man bein g dressed in pontifical garments." 
They have also a kind of feast of love or firiend^p similar to 
tha already described. The Mexicans have also the feast 
when the com is ripe, on which occasion eveiy one brings 
to the temple a handful with a drink made of the same." 
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Lact, in his description of South America, assures us, 
*' that he often heard the Indians repeat the word hallelu- 
jah.'' and Malvenda states '' that the natives of St. Michael 
had tomh-stones with ancient hebrew characters upon 
them, as these. JVJiy is God gone away ; and, he is dead, 
God knows" 

The Mexicans have also the tradition of a ^^lugB, in 
which one man was saved with his family and different 
animals ; and a Portuguese historian in his history of Bra- 
zil, says, *' America has been wholly peopled by the Car- 
thagenians and Israelites. As to the last, nothing but cir- 
cumcision is wanting to constitute a perfect resemblance 
between them and the Brazilians." 
. Other authorities similar to these might be quoted from 
the eai'ly Spanish and Portuguese writers. What has 
been given is sufficient to answer the end designed in 
selecting tliem. . 

There has recently appeared in this country. The Se- 
cret Report on America, by Ulloa and Juan, written ac- 
cording to the instructions of the Secretary of State, and 
presented to Ferdinand the 6th. One of the most impor- 
tant points to which the authors of this report directed 
their attention, was to redeem from calumny the character 
of the native Indians, whose supposed incapacity had been 
made the pretext of so much injustice and cruelty. The 
countiy is stated by them " to be covered with the ruins of 
magnificent works of public utility, erected by them, which 
the Spaniards thought them incapable of Executing. Solid 
paved roads four hundred leagues in length, aqueducts 
which brought water a hundred and twenty les^es. 
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temples and palaces of a naost splendid character, were the 
monuments of an empire only four hundred years old when 
Pizarro visited Peru, and found a people eminent in the 
arts which adorn a highly advanced state of civilization : 
and yet this people, because they have sunk under the 
bigotry and oppression of their plunderers, are farther 
libelled with the charge of imbecility and incapacity. The 
truth is, that nothing has tended to depress the people 
and weaken them more than the measures which the 
Spaniards adopted to make them christians/' 

A young Clergyman of Plymouth who went out with 
Captain Mends in 1825, in the Ship Blanche, took con- 
siderable pains to examine the antiquities which still 
remain in abundance all along the Peruvian coast for ma- 
ny leagues, running parellel with' the sea and the moun- 
tains. There are still, not only the remains of stupendous 
works of great antiquity: but there are also extensive 
ruins of temples and fortifications made of burnt brick. 
He' dug into the cemetaries, an immense line of burial 
places, to all appearance the receptacles of many genera- 
tions, and disinterred some bodies, which were in a state 
of perfect preservation, and are now lying in the British 
Museum. The bodies were dry, consisting of bone and skin 
carefully wrapped up in cotton cloth. lu. the tombs in 
which these bodies were laid, small earthen vessels were 
found in the rough form of a bottle with a handle or han- 
dles, the bottom round, and having a mouth-piece, gene- 
rally in the handle, out of which the contents of the vessel 
might be taken. Some of these have the form of a fish, 
some of a bird, and some are plain: a few axe double, 
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made in two distinct pai'ts, united at the side by a brace 
three or four inches long, with two orifices terminating in 
one^ intended perhaps for the tomb in which two persons 
united in life were interred. These vessels were stopped 
at the mouthy and contained a small quantity of fine dost^ 
the remains of a food which the survivors deposited in the 
grave of their Mends, to supply their immediate want in 
the event of a revival. 

The tomb of a Casique, which is distinguishable by its 
being situated in the centie of the burial place of his tribe, 
was opened by some of the crew of the Cambri^e in the 
same year ; and, besides the body of the chief, the skele* 
tons of twelve men were found, and on their skulls were 
clearly distinguishable fractures, as from an axe or toma* 
hawk ; who are said to have been sacrificed at his death 
in order to be buried with him, that on his rising again he 
might not be unaccompanied by a proper retinue. In the 
graves are also found such instruments or articles as cor- 
respond with the character of the deceased, and would be 
proper for them to resume on their rising again. Thus, 
in that of the warrior were instruments of war, the spear, 
the axe and the arrow ; in another's and he probably addict* 
ed to the sea, a very small canoe, or afishing rod in minia- 
ture; in the woman's grave was discovered a rough kind 
of distafi^ with thread still on it in a perfect state of preser- 
vation, also wooden needles, and the like. The earthen 
vessels, or bottles, as they may be called, are of different 
sizes, and may contain a quarter of a pint or a half pint, 
— ^there are two large enough to hold about two quarts, 
which -we will suppose were designed for the Casique 
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and his attendants. On some of them is the serpent, dis- 
tinctly formed with the tail m its months the Egyptian and 
BabyloniaQ emhtem of Eternity; on others the rough 
figure ctf a bird^ perhaps the Apis of Egypt^ not unknown 
in Chaldea. There are other characKsrs also^ which may 
be emblematical, or mesely fimciful according to the whim 
of the potter. 

These kinds of things have been fibi&mi in Europe as 
fffoofi) of the idolatrous disposition of the-jiotives of Ameri- 
oa;-^ut, as well might the uncourii images which dis- 
adorn orar old eathedn^, and were the sports of monkish 
days, in whichthe deveiest fellow was he who could frame 
&e oddest image»— as for inatanee; the Devil on tlie 
Witeh's bade who is locking over Lincoln — as well might 
Aeae be adduced a» indtcatio&s of the idol woiship of the 
dark ages, as .many of those ttttkrles i^ch are handed 
about by oar MissionadeB, and other credulous persons, 
laiiwAken tlMs seal of pidilic,in€i0tings'a(nd obtain money 
fo the ccitiTersbn of&e Headi«i. 

TheaittClvefthaiire fiirlheinost past£>rsaken the spot where 
ihtm ^KtiMsaliloxfimaiaaasid -the^aahas^ofibeir Ibre^alhen 
atSl afie:8e«n» amd seized bAokwards Imeatds and aimongst 
the ^aog mange (of Ae tCkxrdilknts ; ieaidng the Ctja&t in 
die dMtodB of> Acirconqtt<iKors, and now infadnledfby a mot- 
ley race made up of Emppeans* indwns and Africans, 
mixed tmd miaed^a^n an sea indisatimiuate succession. 
They are however very numeions inxAiair back settlements, 
and remain pure and micontaminated by what they may 
well regard as base and defiled blood. 

There is a striking similarity in the opinions which 

i2 



have been discovered amongst the scattered nations and 
tribes of that Continent, in reference to the object of their 
worship. Speaking of the Deity, they call him, the Spirit, 
the Great Spirit, and the Spirit of fire ; some indiscrimi- 
nately : but the Peruvians carry their symbol worship still 
farther. Their Incas are Children of the Sun : the first 
of them descended from the Sun to give them Laws: their 
temples are temples of the Sun. Yet we are not to sup- 
pose that the Sun itself was their God. They directed 
their attention to that bright luminary, as the ancient 
Persians and Chaldeans did, because it is the direct 
dwelling Place of the Great Spirit — as we say. Heaven 
is God's throne. But they certainly have formed no 
images of their God, nor did they plant Groves around 
their temples, as the Canaanites and th^ Druids were 
used to do: so often referred to in Scripture. 

In almost all other parts of Am^ca the dead were 
placed on th^ haunches, the face towards the East, that 
on revival they may hail the rising Sun : but it is remark- 
able that in Peru, which is bounded on the East by an 
iminterrupted range of lofty mountains, and where the Sun 
is not seen till it has risen high in the heavens, the dead 
are always found in the same position with their faces to- 
wards the West — that they may behold his setting, since 
his rising is not within their view. 

Of the Antiquities of Mexico and the Missisippi, I 
shall speak in a future chapter. 
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OF PDBUC ££STITA).S. 



«Mi^«^i^«**^ 



XT -will be prap^ to give fi jwrtictjar account pf the 
£»^val8^f jthe AmericoQ IniUans.; for 40 41II ages imdiii 
all geaonitioQs religion lia» beea.conaeotedwith festxvAb/ 
and the i^dulgcoice of the appetite has fonned a pert of the 
gratitvide Xo .be paid to the gurer of aU Messing. Those 
who have wxittea oa the<ieasl^ of tibe Jndidiu^ specify &re 
that .bear atrong .charaqtenstic tw^ .bj whi^ the philo- 
spphioal fioguirer^Quiy be ej^astedio fpti^iog his opipioo 
$f%\xe anciA^it^stock^&Qili whex^ thejr eptajog. These ai^e. 
'Ehe.feastof ^t^fruits, th<^ hnotets^ «feasty the feast of har- 
dest, a daily ^sacdfice, aod^a feast of lov^ Of alljiiabilv 
these pf jedjgion «» the most powerfulj^ jui^ Iseep the 
fiistttsthpld. 

Mr..Peiui* B^ acyniied hi» knowje^ge of this pe()ple 
j^nmi Im QiK9 .Qt>s^Tatipn> infonood his fdeods-in England 
•ip l^e year 1633>.thajt ''th^ masifip consisted of two 
jsytniMt^iaffrififiP ^^ cantico: the first is for their £rst 
is^ 3!hf& $110 ^ biMik they kill goesto the fire, where 
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it is all burned with a doleful chaunt of the priest/ and 
with such fervency and labour of body that he sweats to a 
foam. The other is the cantico^ performed by round 
dances, words, songs and shouts, and drumming on a 
board." At one of the feasts Mr. Penn was present: it 
consisted of twenty bucks with hot cakes made of new 
com, of both wheat and beans, in a square form, wrapped 
in leaves and baked in the ashes ; when these were eaten 
they fell to dancing. Every visitor takes with him a present 
in their money, which is made of the bone of a fish, the 
black is as gold, the white as silver ; they call it wampum. 
He also remarks "that they reckon by moons, they offer 
their first firuits, they have a kind of feast of tabernacles, 
they are said to lay their altars upon twelve stones, they 
mourn a year, they have a separation of women"; and 
other things which do not occur in the present day. 

From Mr. Adair we have the following abstract of a 
feast which may be called, the feast of first fruits. 

"On the day appointed, as soon as the spring produce 
comes in, while the sanctified new fruits are dressing, six 
old beloved women come to the temple or sacred wigwam 
of worship, and dance the beloved dance with joyful 
hearts. They observe a solemn procession as they enter 
the holy gi'ound, carrying in one hand a bundle of small 
branches of green trees ; where they are joined by six 
old men, adorned with white feathers, having green boughs 
in the other hand. They are dressed in shewy ornaments. 
The oldest man begins the dance, going round the holy 
fire in solemn silence : in the next circle he invokes yahj 
after the usual manner, on a bass key and with a strong 
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accent : in another circle lie sings ho, ho, which is repeated 
by all the religious procession, till they finish the circle. 
Then in another round, they repeat, he, he, in regular 
notes, keeping time in the dance ; another circle is made 
in like manner, repeating vmk$ vmh. A little while after 
this is finished they begin again, going fresh rounds sing- 
ing, haUhaUle-le-h^lu-yah-yah, in like manner, and fre- 
quently the whole train strike up, halelu, haUelu, haUe- 
luyah, halleluyah, with earnestness, fervour and joy, each 
striking the ground with right and left foot alternately, 
strongly and well timed. Then a kind of hollow sounding 
drum joins the sacred choir, on which the old women chaunt 
forth their grateful praises to the Great Spirit, redoubling 
their steps in imitation d* the beloved men at their 
head.^' This is similar to the dances of the Hebrews, 
some of whose dance-songs had no doubt the word hallelu- 
yah at the beginning or ending. These degenerate people, 
losing their ancient language, and with it the words of 
these festive songs, have still retained the chorus sound, as 
that which made tbe deepest impression and was known 
by all; and it is well attested, that all the inhabitants of 
the extensive regions of North and South America, have 
and retain these very expressive sounds, and repeat them 
distinctly in their religious acclamations. Deut ch. 26. 
especially verse 11. 

Qn other religious occasions they have been distinctly 
heard to sing ah-yo, ale-yo, the divine name expressive 
of omnipotence : also, he-wah, he-wah, intimating the soul, 
or eternity, derived from yo-he-woL These words of their 
religious dances are never repeated at ony other time; 



92 

which has contributed to the loss ctf theii' meaning, for it 
is thought they do not now understand either the literal 
or the spiritual meaning of what ihey sing^ any Xuzther 
than bf aUueicmtlp^e nm^ V^ the pifMse^Qfthe Gwf^t 
Spirit 

"In these cireokiiHis dimoeB they freqju^itiy liU^ eiia 
hdss key, ^Mie, t^iuhe, aiuwah abmmhi $is0 Mlu^, 
shil^-ke, .flA«{tf-«ra^4md«ii|fi-A#A. ^i^hese theylvao^qMifie 
in severitl way^ writh the sasae qoI^» Xhey ^»»i|iiiiie 
their hymps of joy for the.space of aibeiit fiftean minutes 
aaid.thenthey break up. {Ae.they.d^[eiBe!rateth^y'S9lc;i9^ 
to lengthen the danoe and shorten the *&at iind punto^ 
cation^ and ea e^Eoeedii^y axe .they known ip h«ve 
changed within the last seventy q$ i^h^ yeeiT^ th^:if 
they continue to decUne from the luMiper^ of th^ «niif^ 
turs^ there will not eire long he a^posailu^Uty ei ir^oogoi^ing 
^em» hut, by their dialects jEKodv^ eq^^toinsi: whi^ «1ik» 
wSl alter. After the d^nce is over tl^y drink plenti^l]^ 
cfbitter liquids to qlenoseiheirsinfiil bodies^; .^dxhenjgo 
/to some oonYenient water^ ^nd ^er^ apcoidi^ to the c^QDe- 
mcm&d l%w of the H^bcew^ they wash away , their ,sins. 
They then xetupi with joy in solenin processipi^, ^ii^ging 
jongs of praise XiU Ibey enter ^ aaered squaire^ to eat 
the new jGnnts vrhieb ere brought to die outside . of it i>y 
the beloved wcHnen« They observe the grec^te^ deoop^min 
these stdemnitiesp <knd give th^ i)i$une,^j^afiaj^:i^ who 
viidaite them* "^b^e ts-^ subdmdod iqbe m the ^oith 
part of Fenq^v^nia called iC»paa at Km^ a soupd 
much like Can^anK ' 

Accounts very ikijil«rlo thisare giren.by other .writers. 
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Dr. Beatty states thus what he saw: "Before they make 
use of any of their first fruits, twelve old men meet and 
provide a deer and some new fruits. They are divided 
into twelve parts, the old men hold up the venison and 
pray with their feces to the east, acknowledging the 
bounty of heaven towards them. It is then eaten, afler 
which they freely enjoy the fruits of the earth. On tlie 
evening of the same day they have another feast which 
looks something like the passover ; when a large quantity 
of venison is provided with other things, and distributed 
to all the guests, of which they eat fi*eely; and if any is 
left it is thrown into the fire and burned, for none of it 
must remain tiU sun-rise on the next day, nor must a 
bone of the venison be broken.'* Num. 9. 12. Deut. 16. 4. 

The feast of Passover was observed by the Hebrews 
not in their own houses, but in a sacred spot, which the 
Lord should choose to place his name in, Deut 16. 6; 
and in America we find these people observing their feast 
in the sacred place of worship, or in the beloved Square. 

I shall now proceed to describe the Hunter's Feast 
This is thought to resemble the feast of Pentecost 
The reader may judge. After their return firom a hunt- 
ing expedition, during which they leave their families for 
a certain space of time, long^ or shorter as may be requir- 
ed, they have a feast of gratitude. 

Dr. Beatty says ** that once in a year, some of the 
tribes beyond the Ohio choose twelve men, who go out 
and provide twelve deer; others have ten men and ten 
deer, — ^these numbers of twelve and ten deserve attention 
—each of them cuts a sapling, and stripping off the bark 
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they make a tent by striking the ends in the ground and 
bending them close at the top, covering them vriHi blank- 
ets. Each man chuses a stone, which they make hot and 
place together in the form of an altar within the tent, on 
which they bam the inside fat of the deer. See Num. 1 8. 17. 
Lev. 8. 26. While making this ofiering, the men within 
cry out, we pray or prttise, they widiout answer, we hear: 
then from the tent the sound proceeds, hookah, loud and 
long. When the fat is consumed, they bum tobacco cut 
fine on the same stones, by way of incense. Of this altar, 
so like to the Jewish altar, it is to be remarked, that no tod 
may be used in shaping the stones of whidi it is built, 
they are taken rough, and no instrument of any kind 
employed in building them up. Dent 27. 5 and 6. 

The Southern Indians hare a similar custom ; if &ey 
have been successful on any occasion andjetumed safe; 
they offer a sacrifice of gratitude : but if they have lost their 
men, they imagine they have been impure and moumifor 
the sin which oecasianed their loss. 

Like other m-informed imd superstitious people, ihe 
poor Indians in^agine'diat'tiiBirffins aretheprocuring cause 
of all thesr evils : "Abb did the friends (tf Job ; and that 
the Divinity in the axkwiU aiwajr* bkas the mate leligioss 
party with success. Tins ia.wkh them a gavemmg sen- 
timent, and the reason of mortifying fdiemsebes in the 
severest »mann^ while thejiore at war, hving. scantily, lest 
by luxury tb^ hearts ^onld grow evil and give thorn 
occasion to mourn. Thmt ^U vfiict ih^elf, 

Beat^, who weiit at an early period into the Delaware 
nation, was present at a great meeting on a consultation 



finr going to war with a neighbouring nation. '* They kill- 
ed a buck and roasted it» as a kind of sacrifice, on an 
ater formed of twelve stones, upon which stones they 
would not suffer any tool or instrument to be used. The 
whole of this animal was afterwards eaten by them excepts 
ing the middle joint of the thigh.'' Genesis 32. 25 
and 32. 

''The Muskohgee Indians sacrifice apiece of every 
deer they kill at their himting camps or near home. If 
the latter, they dip their middle finger in the broth and 
sprinkle it over their domestic tombs, to preserve them 
from the power of evil spirits; accc»rding to their mytho- 
logy of those beings. This custom seems to have a view 
to the sprinkling with blood : no other semblance ofiers 
itself in the history of antiquity." Lev. 8. 15 and 19. 

The Feast of Harvest and Day of Expiation for Sin. 

The Indians fonnerly observed this solemn feast and 
ftst, and the ofifering of the first fruits of harvest, at the 
beginning of the first new moon in which their com be- 
came full-eared: but for many years past, they have 
regulated it by the forwardness or backwardness of their 
harvest 

According to Charlevoix, "the harvest is in common 
with the Natchez, on the Missisippi. The Chief fixes the 
day for beginning the festival, which lasts three days, 
spent in'sports and feasting. Every family brings some- 
thing obtained by hunting, fishing or other means, as 
maize, beans and melons. The Chief presides and on the 
last day addresses the company in a set speech, exhorting 
them to the punctual performance of their respective du- 
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ties, to a high veneration for the Spirit which resides in 
the temple, and to a careful instrudtion of their children. 
Of the first produce a part is brought to the temple ; and 
also of all presents made to their nation, which are distri- 
buted according to the pleasure of the Chief. But the 
offerings every new moon are for the use of the keepers of 
the temple. This feast is preceded by a fast of two 
nights and a day. This feast was kept by the Hebrews in 
the month Tizri^the first month of the civil year, answer- 
ing to September and October : it took place previous to 
the great day of expiation, the tenth of the month. About 
this time the Indian com is full-eared and fit to eat, and 
nearly about the same time their feast of harvest is observ- 
ed." Lev. 1 and 2 ch. Priest's Portion. Num. 18. 

To meet the letter of the divine precept, the Jews on 
the eve of the Passover festival, which was to be eaten 
with bitter herbs, instituted a rigorous search through 
every part of their houses, not only removing all leavened 
bread, but sweeping every part clean that no crumb should 
be left Leaven may be regarded as the emblem of sin, 
because it proceeds from corruption. On the next day 
they ofiered to God a handful of barley which, the high 
pnest, seasoning with oil and frankincense, presented to 
the Lord : then was ofiered the lamb, a whole bumt- 
ofieririg, together with fine flour mingled with oil ; also a 
drink ofiering of wine : and they were forbidden to eat ei- 
ther bread, or parched com, or green ears, until the offer- 
ing was made to God. Lev. 23. 14. 

" When the feast is over, the holy place is carefully 
cleaned out, the old hearth or altar is dug up, the temple 
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is swept, so that not the smallest crumbs should remain 
to defile it> and a preparation is made for obtaining the 
holy fire. In the mean time the women are busy at home 
in cleaning their houses and putting out their fires. All 
being ready for the sacred solemnity, the remains of the 
feast are carried to the outside of the square, every thing 
is removed, even the vessels and utensils of every sort 
which have been used during the past year. The war- 
riors and old men are then called by proclamation to come 
into the beloved square, and keep the fast: the women and 
children are kept apart, according to their law : all living 
creatures are forbidden to enter > except those who have 
been called, and the fast is then kept until the rising of 
the second Sun; no temptation whatever prevailing with 
men in health to take food during that time — ^while they 
are drinking plentifully of a decoction of the button-snake 
root, to make them vomit and cleanse their sinful bodies 
— but children and weak persons are allowed to eat after 
the Sun has gone down. May not the snake-root used 
by those in the temple, and the bitter green tobacco 
which is taken by the women And those who by reason of 
defilement have not been admitted to the square, point 
to the bitter herbs of the family of Israel ? Proclamation 
is then made to enquire, whether the old fire is every 
where jput out; for thai the holy fire will be brought from 
the temple. The beloved man, and his attendant go to 
the holy place, and taking a piece of dry wood, cut a hole 
in it, but not so deep as to go through ; he then sharpens 
another piece, and placing it in the hole, he drills it briskly 
between his knees till it begins to smoke ; or by rubbing 
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two pieces together for about a quarter of an hour, he ob- 
tains by friction the hidden fire ; which they beheve pro* 
ceeds from the holy spirit of fire. This they cherish with 
fine chips^ till it bursts into a fiame. The fire is then 
brought out from the holy place and put upon the altar; 
at which they exceedin^yrejdce;, supposing all their past 
crimes except murder to be atoned for. An offering is 
then made of some new firuits nibbed with bear's oil on the 
altar. Lev. 8, 10, to the bountiful i^irit of fire, all sinners 
are calledi on to appear, the high priest gives injunctions 
to the people, presses upon them the necessity of a carefii} 
observance of the ancient lawi s^nd directs that the holy 
fire should be laid outside the consecrated ground for the 
use of the houses, which are often some miles i^)arf This 
custom very much resembles one which was observed by 
the ancient Persians as well as by the Jews. 

'* After the ceremony is ended the priest orders them to 
paint themselves aud follow him. They appear rubbed over 
with white clay, and form a slow procession to a running 
stream, singing halleluyah or yo-he-wah, into which they all 
plunge, men, women and children. Thus being purified 
and their sins washed away, they think themselves out of 
the reach of temporal evil on the ground of past conduct.'* 

Similar statements have been made by other persons, of 
the same feast held by the Southern Indians ; and that 
tltey collect together all old and filthy and unclean things, 
and cast them into a large fire, take medicine, fast for 
liirco days, extinguish all their fires, abstain from the 
i-ratiiication of every appetite, proclaim a general amnesty, 
and recul malefactors to their houses ; then by friction 
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they obtain new 6te, with the pvae flame of which every 
habitation iis Itappli^ They then sing^ dance and rejoice, 
keepii^ feast fot three da3r8. They also buhi the fat of 
the inwBids in the fire. 

The Feftst of the Daily Sacrifice was oiTefred by the 
Hebrews tvety m<»rBing and evening. It consisted of a 
lamb, and was all burnt to ashes excepting the skin and 
the ebinaili^ The Indians seem to Dbserv^ a hmnble 
imitation of it Bom^ pensOhs Who h&vt beeii adopted 
by th^m «i3td lived ih their families, M xxi, "that they 
obtervd a daily Saerifice, both at hbine dhd in the woods^ 
with new killed venison. Hiey draw it hekfte it is dressed 
several times through the fi^ and imok^ by way of sacri- 
fioe> and ^i oonfttmie the blood, which to ^t wo\i]d be an 
ahominadon to them : the melt dt t Utige jneo^ of the fat 
(if the finft th^y kill is consigned to Ae fire ; ttiid within their 
houses a small piece of the fittest of the m^t is thro>v)i 
, into the fixe befOTe they begin to 4§fit'' LeV. B. S5. 

A feast of Love, to renew old friendships> has been also 
observed amoi^ them^ in which th6 people eat, dtink, and 
wa& together with amid entwhied : the young men atid 
women danoe ki eitcles ftom eVehin^ tili moming, to glad- 
den theilrh^aytB aild unite thembefote jri o, he^ wttk. 8fc. 

Mr. Boudmot infonns us, thai he Was present at a dan(n& 
given by the Seneca Indians, tbt olr s^eti nations united, iii 
retmm for a hospitable entertainment ^ven them by the En - 
glish Governor, of which we have the following de&criptiott. 
"After the company had assembled in a large room, the 
oldest Sachem and a beloved man entered with a kind of 
drum, on which the former beat time ; upon which 
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between twenty and thirty Indians came in, wrapped ia 
their blankets. These made a solemn and slow procession 
round theroom^ keeping a profound silence, the Sachem's 
drum directing their movement At the second round 
they began to sing on a bass key> y, y, y, till they completed 
the circle, dancing to the sound of the drum in a serious 
manner. On the third round, their ardour increased, they 
danced to a quicker step, and sang he, he, he, so 9& Xo be- 
come warm, to perspire and to loosen the blankets. On the 
fourth round they sang ho, ho, ho, with greater earnestness, 
and, dancing with more violence, their heat increased, and 
they cast away the blankets; which caused some con- 
fusion. ^ The last round put them into a mere frenzy; 
they twisted themselves about, wreathed like snakes, made 
the antic gestures of a parcel of monkies, singing all the 
while with great violence wah, wah, wah. They kept 
perfect time to the music, each round occupying ten to fif- 
teen minutes. They then withdrew in Indian file. In a short 
time a great bustle was heard, when they re-entered and 
danced one round — ^then a second, singing in a lively man« 
ner, hal, hal, hal, till the round was finished, then another 
to the word le, le, /^,and a third to lu. In, /««, dancing naked 
with all their might, having thrown the blankets ofi* again : 
during the fifth round was sung the syllable, yah, yah, 
yah. Then, all joining in a lively chorus, they sang haU 
le-lw-yak, dwelling on each syllable with a long breathing 
and in the most pleasing manner.*' 

Here could be no deception nor mistake. Mr. B. was 
near them : their pronunciation was guttural and sonorous* 
but distinct and clear. 
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The Indian Priests or Prophets or beloved men ai-e 
always initiated by anointing. Some time ago the Chick- 
esaws set apart for holy purposes some of their old men. 
They first obHged them to sweat themselves for the space 
of three days and nights in a small hut> made for the pur- 
pose at a distance from the town : they ate nothing but 
green tobacco leaves and drank the button-snake-wood 
tea, to cleanse their bodies and prepare them to serve in 
the holy office. After which their priestly garments were 
put on them with the other ornaments, and then bear's 
oil was poured upon their heads. Like the Jews, even in 
the coldest weather, they observe religious ablutions, and 
frequently anoint themselves with oil. See Lev. 8. 6. 
for the consecration of Aaron and his sons. 

They never prostrate themselves nor bow their bodies 
to each other, by way of salute or homage, except when 
they make peace with strangers, who come in the name of 
yah: they then bow with religious solemni^: and in the 
dances when they sing hymns addressed to y, o, he, wah. 
It is also said that they will not eat of the Mexican hog 
nor the sea-cow nor the turtle, but hold them in abhor- 
rence: neither will they eat the eel, nor many animals 
and birds which they deem impure, as eagles, ravens, 
crows, bats, buzzards, owls, and others^ 

It has been remarked of the Indians throughout Ame- 
rica from North to South, and from East to West, that 
they are ant* men, women and children, addicted in an ex- 
traordinary d'egree to the use of strong liquors* I fear it 
may be said to be a propensity equally strong in all 
ui^civilized nations, when it can be obtained. Many 

k3 



102 

persons have thought^ that it is still stronger in the Ame- 
rican Indians than in any other people, and in this strik- 
ing fact they have seen the fulfilment of prophecy. Moses 
foretold that the pe<^e should walk in the stubbornness of 
their own hearts, to add drunkenness to thirst : and in 
the 28di of Isaiah we read of the drunkards o/Ephraim 
fix)m the first to the eighth verse; in which their devoted- 
ness to strong drink is expressed, and the hase efiects of 
it Now the Jews have never been observed to be given 
to drunkenness, but rather the contrary. Amidst tempta- 
tion they have been generally sober and regular: but 
these descendants of Israel, if such they are, have be«i 
inveigled and destroyed through their devotedness to strong 
drink more than through any other causes. Their ene- 
mies have employed this seducing foe, first to weaken 
and entrap, and then to pilfer and murder them. Among 
the vices which European society has brought on them, 
this has been tlie most predominant, enfeebling and 
destroying both mind and body. Long have they seen 
the evil, and many of the best of them have struggled 
hard against it ; but to little purpose ; for it seems not 
possible for them to withstand this all-conquering enemy. 
They make laws against the use and even the introduction 
of spirituous liquoj s among tlicm, and with great firmness 
often destroy largo quantities >^ bich are brought in by the 
traders by steal Uk Bat if once the lip touches the for- 
bidden drink, all tin) reasoning and authority of their 
beloved men ^ill not prevent their drinking as long as a 
drop remains ; ajid they generally are so oveixome by it 
as to be like mjid foaniing beaas. Of this vice they were^ 
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free, and^did not even know it, before the landing of chris- 
tians on their shores; but it is strange now to tell, how 
all their nations, and almost every individual of them, are 
infatuated with the love of strong drink. By its means 
they have been made to quarrel with and kill one ano- 
' ther ; and it has brought them to the practice of vices, 
which, in the eyes of their beloved men, are a disgrace 
and a degradation to them. 



*• 



In the Monthly Magazine hr April 1828, is the follow-' 
ing paragraph. 

''An opinion has long prevailed, that Columbus intro- 
duced into Europe from America the disease at present 
known under the appellation of syphilis. This question, 
which has been agitated during three Centuries, has been 
at length set at rest by the researches of Dr. Thienne, a 
Physician of Vicenza, who has satisfactorily proved the 
ravages of this disease long before the birth of Columbus. 
His investigations have led to some curious remarks; 
inasmuch as he has established a sort of analogy and iden> 
tity between the elephantiasis, the leprosy, the venereal 
infection of Canada, the sibbens of Scotland, the radzyge 
of Norway, the saws of Africa, the pan of America, the 
malady of schertieno in the Tyrol, &c.** 

Now if there be a real correspondence between these 
virulent diseases, which are found on different spots 
and in varied climates, the Doctor may have erred in 
imagining he has discovered that species of the disease in 
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question in the annals of a period prior to Columbus. 
And die generally prevailing opinion may be true — that 
it was brought into Europe from America, corroborated 
by his own remarks of its similarity with other prevailing 
complaints. It is well known that the Israelitish nation 
were in old times much subject to the leprosy ; which 
disorder may have assumed a new character upon a new 
soil, under the influence of a new and very diSerent man- 
ner of living, and with habits so very unlike those which 
prevailed among them whan inhabiting the well cultivated 
regicms of Asia If so awful a visitation had been experi- 
enced under similar circumstances in Grreece and in Rome« 
it must be regarded as a most extraordinary fact, that it is 
not describe, nor distinctly alluded to, by the numerous 
writers of those nations ? and had it been known in Europe 
previous to the voyage of Columbus,, it would surely have 
been clearly defined and the mode of cure pointed out by 
our own Suigeons^ 

The disease called Brenning or Burning, which prevailed 
in England in the fbva^eenth and fifteenth Centuries^ 
appear to have had a great resemblance to the Syphilis; 
but as that was a period when the leprosy was common 
throughout Europe, this complaint was probably a pecu- 
liar^ being a locai« branch of it For Leprosy see Lev. 
chap. 13 and 14. 



CHAPTER VI. 



OF THE LANGUAGE OF THE INDIANS. 



X. HIS is the most difficult part of the subject before us ; 
for, were we inclined to yield to the evidence already pro- 
duced, to shew the many points of resemblance between 
the ancient Hebrews and the Indian tribes, we can 
scarcely expect to find enough (^the old language remain- 
ing to furnish a fresh evidence of their kin. The Indian 
languages have never been reduced to any certainty by 
written characters: it has never even been thought to 
form a-grammarby which it shall be taught to their child- 
ren. Masters and Professors they have none of any 
kind. Traditions only have been conveyed down from 
&ther to son ; and these, during a long course of years, and 
in the mouths of hundreds and thousands of instructors, 
have so changed, that they assume different faces on dif- 
ferent spots, by some are altogether lost, and by many 
are upheld in a rough and careless manner, without any 
knowledge of their origin and of their rational or spiritual 
design. Of art and sdence they are comparatively igno- 
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rant : no monuments of antiquity are standing memorials 
with the present race : oppressed on every side, driven 
from home to home, as circumstances have varied, and 
homes heen ahandoned, language has undergone many 
changes ; and not a little variety will have arisen as new 
families sprang up and new trihes were formed, from the 
simple circumstance of the ccmstruction of the organs of 
speech ; which even among ourselves occasions the same 
words to he so differently pronounced, that a foreigner, 
understanding them when proceeding fitnn one tnouth, is 
often at a loss when they are uttered hy another. Putting 
idioms out of the question, and new words coined to 
express new things, the very names of things in eoftmibn 
use will be expressed by many infle^ons of the voices ab 
as to become in the eara of a etranger diffenrent inaik 
Take for example the sound of many of our vocdUes nttetiid 
in the streets of London, in the villages of Yorkshire «iid 
among the mines of Cornwall, and many of our familitt es« 
pressions. We do not ourselves often know what oter own 
countrymen say, on a spot where every thiiig it doae 
that can be done to preserve the purity of our language: 
of purity indeed we must be silent when we speak of die 
useof woids in the mouths of the unlettered of our Isleiid. 
Of the Indian languages, which aare numeroos, and to 
an European ear very unlike^ it has been observed, that 
they are copious and expressive, more so than might be 
expected with a people whose ideas must be few in compft* 
rison with those of civilized nations. They have neitlMr 
cases nor declensions; few or no prepositions; but like 
some of the ancient languages abounding in affixes 
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and ptefixes: the words aie the same in both numbers, 
it has* been said that no language known in Europe, 
except the Hebrew, is destituteof prepositions, as separate 
and specific words. They have no comparative or super- 
lativedegree, butexpresstbemaathe Hebrews do by terms 
digoifi^ and honourable. Thus the Cedars of Lebanon, 
fiooed {or their loftiness and gtandeur, are in the Hebrew 
the Cediws of God, and a mighty wind is a wind of Grod. 
So. wilh the Indians^ the superlative is Conned by one of 
the letters of the divine name being added to the word. 
Their public speeches are ad<»ned wijih strong metaphors 
in correct language and often with allegory. An example 
ot two may be acoeptable to the reader. 
> About the year 1684 the Governor of New York sent an 
agent» on a dispute likely to arise with the French, who 
behaved in a 4aughty manner before the Indians. One 
of the. chiefe answered him in a strain of simple eloquence, 
in which he toad among other things, ''I have two arms: 
I extend the oi»e to Montreal, there to support the tree 
of peace, and the other towards Corlaer (the Governor 
of New York) who has long be^ my brother. Ononthis 
(ofComada,) has been these ten years my fath^. But 
neither the one nor the other is my master. He who 
made the world gave me this land I possess^ I am free, 
I respect them both, but no man has a right to command 
me, and none ought to take amiss my endeavouring all I 
can, that this land should not be troubled. I can no long- 
er delay repairing to my father, who has taken the pains 
to come to my very gate, and has no terms to propose 
but what are honourable.'^ 
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At a meeting held with General Washington in 17 
a chief called Complant, who had always shewn gi 
friendship for the white people delivered an imprest 
speech, of which this is an extract 

" Father, when your army entered the territory of 
six nations, we called yoa the town-destro3rer ; and 
this day when your name is heard, our women look 
hind them and turn pale ; our children cling close to 
necks of their mothers : hutourcouncellors and wan 
heing men, cannot be afraid : their hearts are grievec 
the fear of the women and children, and desire ths 
may be buried so deep as to be heard of no moie» 
ther, we will not conceal from you, that the Great S] 
has preserved Complant from the hands of his own na) 
You told us, say they, that a line drawn frt)m Penns}! 
nia to Lake Ontario would mark our land for ever on 
east ; and a line running frx)m Beaver Creek to Penn 
vania would mark it on the west But we see that 
not so. For first one and then another comes and tak 
away by order of that people, who you told us w 
secure it to us for ever. ^ Complant is silent, for he 
nothing to answer. When the sun goes down Com] 
opens his heart before the Great Spirit, and earlier 
the sun appears again upon the hills ; he gives thank 
his protection during the night, for he feels, that an 
men become desperate by the injuries they sustain, 
God only that can preserve him. Complant loves pc 
all he had in store he has given to those who have 
robbed by your people, lest they should plunder the i 
cent to repay themselves.*' 
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* Wliat follows is a sentence of a speech of an Indian 
Chief to his companions^ in a war oration. He told theni> 
"he feelingly knew that their guns were huming in their 
hands; their tomahawks were thirsty to drink the hlood of 
their enemies^ and their trusty arrows were impatient to 
be on the wing; and lest delay should hum their hearts 
any longer^ he gave them the cool refreshing word^ *join 
ike holy ark/ and away to cut off the devoted enemy/' 

A speech made by Logan, a famous chief, about the 
year 177d> cannot perhaps be excelled by any of the highly 
celebrated examples of Grecian, Roman or British elo- 
<^nce. In revenge for a murder committed by some 
unknown Indians, a party of the Americans fired on a canoe 
-loaded with women and children, all of whom happened 
to belong to the family of Logan, who had been long a 
staunch inend of the white people and then at peifect peace 
with them. A war immediately ensued, and after much 
blood-shed peace was restored. A treaty was proposed, 
but Lc^an disdainfully refused to be reckoned among the 
suppliants for peace. 

*'I appeal/* said he, ''to any white man to say, if he ever 
entered Logan's cabin hungry, and he gave him not meat 
— ^if he ever came cold and naked, and Logan clothed him 
not. During the last long and bloody war, Logan remained 
idle in his cabin, an advocate for peace. Such was his love 
for the white men, that my countrymen pointed as they 
passed and said, Logan is the friend of white men, I had 
thought to have lived with you, but for the injuries of one 

man. Colonel the last spring, in cold blood and 

unprovoked, murdered all the relations of Logan, not 
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sparing even my women and children. There roas aot a 
drop of his blood in the veins of any Kving cieatuxe. This 
called on me Ibf revenge. I have sought it I have kill- 
ed many. I have iul^ glutted my ven§Miioe. For my 
country^ I rejoice at the beams of peace. But do aot 
harbour a thou^t that mine is the joy of fear. Logaa^ 
never feh fear. He will not turn on his heel to save his 
life. Who is there to mourn for liOgan P No, not one." 

Energetic and eloquent as is this addvess, tinder the 
painful impressions in which it was given, let tbe reader se? 
member how extremely difficult it is to obtain a transktioii 
of such an example of oratory that conveys the ^irit oi 
the originaT: few languages wiH admit of it, and, the sim- 
pler and less redundant the language in which it was 
delivered, the more difficult it must be to retain the genuijie 
character in the diffiise terms of modem tongues. 

Mr. Adair, who had the best opportunities of beoomiag 
acquainted with the idioms of their language by a residence 
of forty years among them, has taken great pains to shew 
the similarity of the Hebrew to the Indian language^ 
both in their roots and general construction; and gives 
reason to believe that many of their words are even to this 
day pure Hebrew, notwithstanding the danger it has run 
of perpetual change, so as to render the preservation of 
even a part of it little less than miraculous. 

It is well known that the original Hebrew, which was 
spoken by the Jews before the captivity in Babylon, was 
a language very different firom that which was afterwards 
known to the people of Jerusalem, and is now known to 
the descendants of that people. Our learned men even 
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now declare that the old laagiiage of the Jews is lost ; that 
it was more prc^peily a Pbenieian or Chddaic idiom^ and 
that it was daziiig the captivity of no more than seventy 
years that they adopted an idiom essentially different, that 
q£ Bahylon^ together with its character. What shall we 
jth^ say, if only a similarity can be shewn, and a fair 
comparison can be estaUisbed, between the t^rms of the 
natives of this wQd^mess!, and those of the stock from 
whence we maintaiB that they are ^nnmg? 

Father CharfevOiX was a man of leamiagasidof rei^ct- 
able abilities: he paid meie attenticm to the Indian lan-« 
guages than perhaps any one before him or since> and he 
had greater ^portunities. These are his remarks. 

'^Hie Algonqmn and Hinmi hnguageii have between 
them that of almost all the savage nations of Canada: 
whoever dboald weUundetstand bolh^ tiiight travel without 
an inter{»ret^t more than fifteen hundred leagties ef country, 
and make himself mid^Fsloed by • hundred difierent na- 
tionii, who have ea<^ itB peediar tongui^* lie Algonquin 
has te exteiit oi twelve htmdfed kagties, and they say 
that it pievails te a mueh wid^ exitent." 

^^Tbisi Huron kngtiagehas acopieusaess, an energy and 
a sublimity perhaps net to be fbnndin any of the finest lan- 
guages we know of; and they, whose native tongue it iSj^ 
though now but a handful of men> have such an elevation 
of soul^ as agrees much better with the ma^ty of their 
langoage, than with the state to which they are reduced. 
S<mie halve &neied they found in it a similarity with the 
Hebrew; others have thought it had the same origin as 
the Greek.'' '' The A^^quin language has not so much 
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force as the Huron^ but has more sweetness and elegance. 
Both have a richness of expression, a variety of turns, 
a propriety of terms, a regularity which astonishes : but 
what is more surprising is, that among these barbarians, 
who never study to speak well, and who never had the use 
of writing, there is never introduced a bad word, an im- 
proper term or a vicious construction. Their children pre- 
serve the purity of their language in their conmion 
conversation. The manner in which they animate aU 
liiey say, leaves no room to doubt of their comprehending 
all the worth of their expressions and ^all the beauty of 
their language.** 

We must not detract in any respect from the virtue 
and the discerniment of tUs excellent man, in his attempts 
to serve a nation of human beings whom he r^arded as 
infinitely beneath himself in spiritual knowledge. They 
were his children, he had adopted them in Christ Jesus, 
and he loved them as sudi; and perhaps gave them more 
credit for their regular advantages than others would have 
done. Yet he could not be altogether deceived, and his 
judicious remarks are of the utmost importance in giving 
us a just view of the inhabitants of the back settlements, 
from the boreal regions of Canada to the mild shores' of 
the Mexican Gulf. 

Dr. Edwards, Son of President Edwards, a man of 
great learning, who was intimately associated with the In- 
dians from the age of six years, and understood their 
language as well as his mother tongue, ai^ a Mr. Elliot 
who was called, the Indian Apostle, and translated the Bible 
into the Moh^an language, have given us much infor- 
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nmdon lespectiog it ''For the pronouns^ which a»e ocon- 
Bion in <Mher Jai^u^ges^ they -use letteirs or 9yllabies placed 
atthel^egmniiigaad the end of words. Znthiispai'ycvdar 
the stvttcttire of diek la^gui^ coincides with that of the 
Hebrew ia an instance in which the Hebrew is said to 
differ firom-all llie languages of Eurqpe^ ancient and modem; 
with dus di^rence^ that the latter place affixes at the end 
of words> whereas the former to express the singtdar mmi- 
ber profile the letter or syllable^ but in -the plural^ place it 
at tibe «iid : They •adso change and transpose the vowd to 
express thepossessiye^r^iouns/' Dr.Edwardshas pomted 
out a mumber of ini^tances in which the analogy between 
these two laaguages is striking: and he •tells u^ that the 
Mohegan dialect, which isthat of whidi he wnte^ is t^keti 
(wer a very large extent of eomitiy, and is to others a ' 
sort of mother tongue : it seems to be tbe same as others 
call the Algonquin, from another tribe using tbe same 
dialect. 

A tribe bas been thought to be discovered among them 
corresponding with the tribe of Levi. The Mohawlss^ 
once very numerous, were held by all the other tribes ia 
great reverence, and even in fear ; so that they fled before 
them> made neith^ war nor peace without their ^vice, 
and paid them an annual tribute. The Mohawks yr&eo 
the ^xmnctors of what was done amiss by the other tribes. 
Now it Is worthy of anincidental remark^ that the name 
of ^as^dtfticHi greatly resembles the Hebrew woacd whidd 
ajgttifies « law-^vei^ or inteipxeter of the law^Meichokek. 
Gen. 4d. 10. Law-giver between liisieet. 
To enlarge upon the sttlgect of language would not 
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accord with the limits I have prescribed to myself in the 
size and price of this volume. I can only subjoin the 
remark — ^that there are a number of verbs and of nouns 
which are nearly or altogether alike in the two languages, 
notwithstanding the change which time> and the difference 
in the organs of speech, and the fancies of an untaught 
people must of necessity have occasioned. The pronuncia- 
tion of this people is so guttural as to make even the Hebrew 
words appear different to those who are looking for them : 
their language consists of a multitude of monosyllables 
added together; every property or circumstance of a thing 
being noted by an additional syllable. A very natural 
way for an untaught people to express their meaning. 
Making reasonable allowances for these and other causes 
of change in names and in ponunciation, it is next to 
marvellous that so great an affinity between them should 
still subsist; and most of all, that in their religious associ- 
ations, these nations, who have changed their manner of ex- 
pression in the common intercourses of life, have preserved 
those sacred words and use them with the same precaution, 
which have distinguished the people of God from the days 
of Moses to the present time. 

Souard, in his Melanges de Litterature, speaking of 
the Indians of Guiana observes, on the authority of a 
learned Jew, Isaac Nasic, residing at Surinam, " that their 
language is soft and agreeable to the ear, abounding in vow- 
els and synonimes: that all the substantives are Hebrew ; 
that the word expressive of the soul means breath, that 
they have the same word as in Hebrew to denominate 
God, which means master or lord.'' 



CHAPTER VIL 



ON THE INDIAN TRADITIONS. 

X HE Indians do not possess the advantage of conveying 
the knowledge of old times down to posterity by means of 
writing: this can be preserved only by tradition: there- 
fore young men have been selected by the judgment 
of the old ones, of merit and good character, to be the 
channels through which the manners and customs of their 
ancestors shall be made known to distant generations. 
Without specifjdng the sources whence these tradi- 
tions were received, because that would make it necessary 
to write more than is necessary for information, and many 
of them have come from difierent and distant tribes, I 
shall state the chief and most important of these traditions. 
They hold it as a general and a certain fact, that all the 
tribes came into that country from the same quarter, in 
ages very remote, from a far distant country by the way 
of the North-west, that all the people were of one colour, 
anc in process of time moved eastward and southward to 
dieir present settlements. Those of Mexico state, that 
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their &thers were settled in another place before they came 
to their present abode, that they wandered eighty years 
in obedience to the command of the Great Spirit in quest 
of new lands under particular directions given to them, 
and having obeyed the divine directions they were guided 
to Mexico. 

The Southerns say, that their ancestors lived beyond a 
great river. That nine parts of their nation passed over 
the river, but the others refused and staid behind : that 
when they lived far west they had a king who left two 
sons : that one of them, with a number of the people 
travelled a great way for many years till they <jame to the 
Delaware river, and settled there. They have it handed 
down from their ancestors, that the book which the wl4te 
people have was once theirs: while they had it they pros- 
pered : but the white people bought it of them and learned 
many things from it; wbilst the Indians offisnded the 
Great Spirit, lost their credit and suffered exceedingly from 
the neighbouring nations : that the Great Spirit took |Hty 
upon them and directed them to this country : on their 
way they came to a great river, whicb they could not pass, 
but God dried up the waters and they passed over dry 
shod : that their &thers were possessed of an extraordiaaiy 
divine Spirit by which they foretold future things and oon- 
trouled the course of nature, whilst they obeyed the saaed 
laws : but that this power had left them. 

M'Kensie writes — ^they have a tradition, that they came 
from another county inhabited by iricked people and 
had traversed a great lake which was narrow, shallow and 
fuU of islands, where they had suffered great harddiips 
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and much misery^ it being always winter^ with ice and 
deep snows: at a place they called the Copper-mine 
River, where they made the first land, the ground was 
covered with copper, over which a body of earth had since 
been collected to the depth of a man : their ancestors had 
gone on tiU their feet were worn oat with walking and 
their throats with eating : they spake of a deluge, when the 
waters spread over the earth, except the highest mountain 
on the top of which they were preserved : they also believe 
in a future judgment He remarks, " whether circumci- 
sion be practised among them I cannot pretend to say, 
but the appearance of it was general among those I saw/' 
On this subject we have still more explicit information 
from apteral quarters ; that it was generally practised long 
agOy but that the young men, not knowing the use of it or 
^y it was practised^ made a mock of it, brought it into 
disepute and so it fell generally out of use : that the peo- 
ple went formerly to build a high place, and while they 
were building it they lost their language and could not 
understand one another, while one called for a stick a 
stone was brought to him ; and from that time they began 
to talk different languages: that the first woman came from 
Heaven and had twins, and that the elder killed the younger. 
The Southern Indians mention, that when they left their 
native land, they brought witli them a sa&ctified rod, by 
<nder of the pracle, which they fixed every night in the 
ground, and were to remove from place to place on this 
continent, towards the rising sun, till it budded in one 
nigfaf 8 time, that they obeyed the sacred oracle and the mi- 
racle at last took place when they arrived at the Missisippi. 
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That in the beginning the heavenly inhabitants, as they 
called them, frequently visited the people and talked with 
them, and gave directions how to pray and how to wpfetase 
the Great Being when he was c^kided; to o^Ter sacrifice 
bum tobacco, &c. 

That there axe two great being? that rule and govern the 
universe, who are at war with each other. The one, 
Maneto, is all kindness and love ; and the other ll^itehe- 
maneto delights in doing mischief: some say they are 
equal in power; others that Maneto is ^ first greai; ea&se, 
and therefore must be all powerful and supreme and ought 
to be adored, whereas the other should be rejected and 
despised. 

When Cortes advanced to attack the capital/df Meldco, 
its King Monteztnna told him, ''that it was an Maibtiahed 
tradition among them, that their aneestcns casie (m^^tdbSiy 
from a remote region and conquered the provinces Hyom 
subject to his dominion, that after they were dOttled thm 
great captain who conducted the colony returned to his 
own country, promising diat at some future period his 
descendants should visit them, assume the govdfnm^t 
and reform their cohdtitutioii and laws i that, from what he 
had seen of Cortes and his c<Hnpanion8, he wad eonViiM»d 
that they were the persons whose appeilfance the Me^ 
cans'* traditions and prophecy taught theln to estpect^ that 
accordingly he deceived them not as stringers but as tela* 
tions of the same blood, aiid desired them to conmdei^ 
themselves as masters c^his dominions, and that he and 
h\s subjects should comply with their will." Th«» Is 
not any way of accounting for the strange fatuity which 
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seized upon tliis unkk{^y monarch, but by ascribing it to 
the confused tecollec^on of the authorily of Moses and 
th^ pEpmiae b« gave of one rising up after Im, like unto 
himself whom tiiie people should obey. In one thmg how- 
ever he was inflexible. They could not by all their tan- 
talizing promises and cruel tortures drwv him from the 
worship of the Great Spirit to adopt the rites which they 
pi^esoribed*. 

Mfp^ of fiobertaon's remarks on the maoDjers and prac* 
tices of tibe Mexicans and the PerUtviems ave evidently 
taken fixwi Spanish histmanfi^ and are pointedly denied' 
by the Colonists^ who have taken great pains of late years 
to make themsely^ acquainted, m^ tbose people. 

The Bev. Jabes: Hyd^New York County, remarks in a 
letter to the Auth<»r of The View of the Hebrews, dated 
18SS. *' X have long been of opinion t^ the natives of 
this country are the Outcasts of Israel Most of the par- 
ticulars you mention I know to be facts* After reding 
the Star in the West I paid mote attention to the subject 
In the year IS a general religious excitement commenced 
among the Senecas. They attempted to und^i^tand and 
reform their old religion. The wise men assembled who 
were best acquainted with thek mysteries ; th^y had no 
idea of the meaning of their feasts and danc^> nor the 
words tbey made use of in them. They consented to 
take the book which the white men call» tjie Word of 
God, to throw light on their path. This was the com- 
mencement of ChrisGanity among them, which brought 
in two who had officiated as high priests : they have given 
me an tmreserved account of all they know of their ancient 



120 

religion, and were desirous of learning whether any things 
in our scriptures were similar to their customs. They 
are firmly persuaded that they are, the people of Grod, bat 
have lost their way and are bewildered in darkness." 
Mr. Hyde then gives a statement of their customs and 
religious observances, similar to what has been stated 
already. 

The entire discontinuance of the Sabbath among these 
tribes may be regarded as an argument against the hypo- 
thesis which the forementioned facts go to establish. It 
may be said; "If they have preserved the sacred words 
and continued the ancient festivals of the people of Israel, 
how is it they have lost their Sabbath day, the most pe- 
culiar of all the characteristics of God's people. Habit 
would surely confirm them so strongly in the observance of 
that day, that they could not possibly forget it ; and if some 
extraordinary revolution, like that of the days of terror in 
France, should obliterate the day of rest from the alma- 
nack, because it had been a religious festival, we should 
see it revived in some other form ; like the decade of the 
French Revolution.'* 

There does seem much force in this remark: for we are 
so completely the creatures of habit, that even a slight 
deviation from our ordinary routine cannot be efi^ted, 
without disturbing our peace and producing unpleasant 
sensations : much less can our religious associations be 
interrupted without ofiering a severe violence to our feel- 
ings. But I am ^ed to remark on this apparently strong 
objection, that it is evident, from the denimciations of the 
prophet, that this custom of keeping a Sabbath day, which 
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^«ras a practice entirely unknown to the Heathen nations, 
had lost its force with the Hebrews long before these peo- 
ple arrived on the Western continent, supposing that they 
ever did arrive there. From the 17th ch. of Jeremiah, 
we learn, that the inhabitants of Judah had broken the 
fourth commandment in so notorious a manner as to call 
down' the indignation of the Almighty against them, verse 
21. **Thus saith the Lord: Take heed to yourselves 
and bear no burden of the Sabbath day, neither do ye 
any work; but hallow ye the Sabbath day, as I com- 
manded your fathers. But they obeyed not, neither inclin- 
ed their ear, but made their neck stifl^ that they might 
not hear nor receive instruction." 

Now if this was the character of the inhabitants of 

Jerusalem, who did retain a respect for the ordinances of 

Moses, and never plunged into Idolatry as the Israelites 

did; it is no great demand made upon our faith to believe, 

that these latter had been prevailed on, long before they 

were driven out from their happy land, to give up the 

observance of a Sabbath day. The idolatrous women with 

whom they had so generally associated, the people of the 

land whose abominations they had adopted, the example 

of their Kings and Queens who forsook God, would above 

all things separate, them from a custom which belonged 

to th^n as a distinct race ; and in the attachment they 

formed to the pagan worship, to the Calves of Rehoboam, 

and the Baals and Ashtaroths of the land, they would, 

as a matter of course, follow the observance of days and 

times to which those people were devoted. In former 

times public festivals were connected with religion; and 
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when whole societies of people were converted to Christi* 
anity, the ancient festivals were generally preserved, and, 
with a slight alteration, were made to answer for the 
Christian worship. The Israelites would probably retain 
their festivals, being that part of their original institutions 
which well suited the carnal appetite, and they would 
still have a regard to these in their new places of abode. 
With annual festivities no system of religion, not even the 
Christian, is offended ; while therefore they retained 
theirs, there would be no peculiar inducement for them 
to resume the interruption of a day 6f rest From tra- 
ditions still preserved, however, there is good reason to 
believe, that a Sabbath was observed by some of the tribes 
after their arrival in America : but, when it ceased> and 
why, we have no means of ascertaining. It is well 
known, that the rite of circumcision was in use among 
sofne of the tribes even at a comparatively late period Oi 
time, but was given up, according to their tntditions^ 
by the young men, because they thought it an unne- 
cessary and even a cruel custom, and did not know for 
what reason their ancestors had appointed it The Sab- 
bath may have been abandoned under a similar persua- 
sion, that there^was ho necessity for its observance. 

Thus those ancient customs which afforded a pecuh'ar 
gratification retained a feeble and half expiring life, while 
others from which no j^easure was acquired were by de- 
orees suffered to sink into oblivion. 



CHAPTER VIII. 



ON THE PASSAGE FROM CONTIKENT TO CONTINENT. 
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HESB traditions of the alxmginad nations of Aiiic- 
lica which have heen found in di£^rent parts of it, and 
some^ indeed most of them in many parts, with sacli 
shades of difierenoe as may be expected to exists' may 
now he Gonnected with the discoveries whi^h have heen 
made at a later period of that part of the Northern ocean 
which lies between the Western shore of America and 
the q>posite coast of Kampschatka ; and a further corro- 
boration will present itself of the important fact it is the 
object of these pages to establish. 

Kampschatka is a large peninsula on the North-eastern 
part of Asia, a mountainous country^ with a c(M and frozen 
climate. The Islands, in this nawow sea which divides 
it from America, are now numerous; they are subject to 
continual earthquakes, discover evident marks of repeated 
volcanos, and abound in sulphur : so that it may well be 
imagined, that in the course of many Centuries great 
changes have taken place in that part of the sea, and that 

M 2 




124 

a chain of islands may have ran across^ forming an 
easy communication from continent to continent at all 
times^ and especially in the winter season, when the land 
and sea would form one contmued track of solid ice. 
The strait is often filled with ice at the present time, so 
as to afford a free passage ; and when the water is free, it 
is very shallow: so that it is no great stretch of probability 
to suppose, that two thousand years ago the two continents 
were joined, though little known to each other by reason 
of the severity of the climate that must have been endured 
in passing from the one to the other, and the inhospitality 
of the soil in the North-eastern part of A^: an abundance 
of unoccupied ground still lying open to the tribes and 
families that were wandering about what we now call Siberia. 

The Northern parts of the two continents where they 
approach have been found to abound with the same 
kinds of animals, bears, wolves, foxes, hares, deer, roe- 
buck, elk and the like, nor was it until the number of 
these had been greatly diminished in the European 
continent, that the hunters crossed the narrow strait to 
sport on the American land, in which their numbers 
were immensely great and they were so tame that they 
were easily taken . 

We are also informed by Robertson, that ''when 
Peter the Great determined on exploring the North-east 
part of his empire and the seas lying thereabout, a tradition 
was found to exist, that a communication had been held 
with the opposite coast: in those provinces an opinion 
prevailed, that there are countries of gteat extent and 
fertility at no great distance from them.'' 



125 

Du Pratz, who wrote in the year 1720, informs us, 
that he met with a very intelligent Indian who had 
travelled to the North-west, through a pressing curiosity 
to see the land from whence his forefathers came, but 
found it cut off therefrom by the sea to his great disap- 
pointment. He there" heard of a very old man, who 
had seen the distant land before it was cut away by the 
great water, and that when the water was low, many rocks 
were seen across it*' 

There are some striking points of resemblance between 
the Kampskadales and the Indians, but it is scarcely 
worth while to describe them here, alluding only to the 
habit of puncturing the flesh, and making figures upon 
it which they rub over with a blue liquid, tf&d the 
marks become indelible. Bishop Lowth imagines this 
practice to be alluded to in Isaiah 49, 16. '^ Behold I have 
graven thee on the palms of my hand.'* The Jews at 
this time. making representations of the City and Tem- 
ple in their skins, to shew their affection for it^ and retain 
its image in their minds. 

Steller in his journal states that, ''the main land of 
America lies pafallel with the coast of Kampschatka, and 
they have the appearance of having heeii once joined^ 
especially at the Cape. He assigns four reasons which 
induced him to think they were once united ; tlie appear- 
ance of both coasts, which seem to have been UMl 
asunder, many Capes which project into the sea, many 
small Islands which lie between them, the relative situ^ 
ation of tho^ Islands, and the present breadth of the 
sea. From BheriQg'd Island, which Ues in the xniddle, 
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both continents can be clearly seen even now : from nU 
[ which it appears clearly^ that there was once a passage^ 
probably an easy one, from the one to the other land, 
either on the main before the separation took place, or 
from Island to Island at short distances or on the ice ; 
and that the tribes of Israel wandering North-east and 
directed by the unseen hand of providence, or by some 
express tidings they had received, thus entered into a 
country wherein mankind never before dtoelt. 

Dr. Robertson's remarks on these Straits, which had 
not the least reference to the subject of this volume, are 
however illustrative of the position here laid down. '* The 
number of Volcanos in this part of the world is remark* 
able : there are several in Kimpschatka, and not one of 
the Islands, great or small as far as the Russian naviga- 
tion extends, is without them. Many are actually bum- 
. ing, and all the mountains bear marks of having been 
once in a state of irruption. Were I disposed to admit 
such conjectures as have found a place in other enquiries 
concerning the peopling of America^ I might suppose, 
that this part of the earth, having manifestly suffered vio- 
lent convulsions from earthquakes and volcanos, an isth- 
mus, which formerly united Asia to America, has been 
broken and formed into an island by the shock.'' From 
the discoveries of Capt Cook it appears, that within less 
than a degree of the polar circle these two continents 
present two opposite capes which are only thirteen leagues 
apart, in nearly the middle of which space lies Bhering's 
Iskmd. Passing through this strait he daw distinctly the 
two continents lying on the right and left 
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These tribes may not have gone thither alone. The 
alliances they had formed in Media might induce some 
other Easterns to accompany them; particularly their 
brethr^ who had been carried captive before them, and 
were in the same neighbourhood^ and as much dissatisfied 
with the place of their banishment and with their oppressor's 
red, as themselves. Others, natives of the Eastern coast, 
may have been driven by storms and cast upon the oppo- 
site Western land ; and these considerations will furnish 
us with the means of accounting for a mixture of Asiatic 
language, manners and peculiarities. 
' How often do we read in ancient history, of very large 
bodies of people moving away fix)m their andent residence, 
either through choice or driven by a tyrant's command, 
to seek a new abode! When the warriors of the Northern 
cations invaded the South, they came accompanied by 
their wives and children, with the only habitations they 
could boast of, their tents, confident of obtaining better 
possessions in a more fertile and less encumbered country. 
The Israelites, with their flocks and families, were forty 
years finding their way into Canaan. When driven out 
by their Ass3rrian conquerors they were probably allowed 
but a small portion of their property to carry with them, 
but they went en vuisse, a distance of about dOO miles. 
Beyond them, in the vast regions of the North, was at 
that period but a very thin population, and we have reason 
to belieiFe few or perhaps no settied habitations, towns or 
villages. The Scythians, whom Alexander could not 
conquer even on a more southern ground, must have 
been less and less thinly scattered as the country became 
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more cold and less inviting. The Hebrew tribes were 
sent into their borders by the eomioand of a Monarch, 
who at that time held a sovereign sway over an immense 
range of country as far North ad what vte now call 
Great Tartaiy, bordering upon a wild uncultivated track. 
The geogi-aphical situation of thid country is worthy of 
attention. Media lay on the South-west side of the 
Caspian Sea stretching Northward beyond Armenia and 
Georgia ; and, to the Northern-most quarter of this vast 
Empire, to Halah, Habor and Hara, on the river Gozan, 
these captives were sent After the Assjnrians, the Medes 
made themselves masters of that country, throwing oflf 
the Assyrian yoke. About one hundred years after which 
time the Scythians conquered the Median Empire in up- 
per Asia, and retained the government about thirty years. 
Thus a time long enough elapsed to promote an acquaint- 
ance between the Northern parts of Media and the still 
more Northern country of Scythia or Tartary. It should' 
be remarked, that the Russians did not get Siberia under 
their government until long after the period to which 
our attention is now directed. 
While his power remained his captives would be com- 
, pelled to keep their appointed station^ but in after times 
when terror and confusion was spread through that country 
by the success of the Macedonian arms, and still more 
when ^e mighty conqueror had paid the debt of nature, 
leaving no heir to his crown, and his Generals became 
Kings ai^ rivals among the Asiatic States, while they 
were waging war with one another and had more than 
enough to do to defend their own kixtgdoms from the aspir- 
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ing chiefs; it does not appear that any obstacle would lie 
in die way of these Israelitish captives to move off in a di- 
rection contrary to that in which the civilized powers 
were keenly contesting for a mastery^ through what might 
be called no mar^s land, to escape entirely from the 
hands of their enemies. 

Possessed of the spirit oi animosity which enflamed the 
breast of the Assyrian prince against these revolting tribes^ 
after removing them to so great a distance from their own 
country, it is not probable that he would appoint them a 
place in the most fertile part of his dominions, but rather 
on its Northern frontier, yet thinly peopled, where their 
restless dispositions would place the peace of Media at no 
risk. And so it appears from history that he did. 

Robertson, in his history of America, says of this 
country ''that, if it was populated at all, it became so by 
the Sarmathians or Scythians. The land may be said to 
have belonged to none.'' 

Some communication had always been kept irp across 
the Northern parts of Asia in the way of trade, if it wete 
only for the skins and the rich furs always in request in 
Babylon, and Assyria, and Persia. Through the means of 
merchants in these articles of commerce, some knowledge 
would be gained of countries lying at a distance, and the 
inhabitants of Media would not improbably leam that 
there was a country lying to the North-east which was 
vi^ted for no other purpose than to obtain furs, in which 
were no human inhabitants. To the natives of Media 
and Persia this might be news of no interest, but in the 
proscribed race of Israel, robbed of a valuable and beloved 
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home, to which they could not look with the expectation 
of a return, it might well awaken earing hope : they 
would listen with eagerness to all the reports which were 
hrought hy travellers concerning it, they might even re- 
peat the cautionary measure of the great lead^ <^ their 
ancestors, and send some men in the character of tradeis 
to spy out the land, and might eventually take advantage 
of the confused state of Median and Macedonian politics 
to slip away, with such means of subsistance as they eould 
procure : their immediate neighbours, happy to be released 
from a large society of people whose manners were onlike 
their own and whom they could regard in no other light 
than conquered enemies. Than these none coold be less 
acceptable as neighbours. The inhabitants of Media and 
Armenia might gladly act over again the part of the 
Eg3rptians, and offer facilities to the esct^ of a people 
whom they could not look upon with pleassre. Let os 
pursue the object before us. In thek progress there 
would IM little or nothing to impede thetn but the care 
about provision, and one of the American tradidons says 
that they suffered great hardships : perhaps, as in theirfonii- 
er pilgrimage so in this, all the souls died who went out of 
Media, or perhaps some may have reached the land they 
had promised themselves. But liberty was in their eye. 
To be free from the state of anarchy in which they had 
long been in Canaan through the attacks of their enemies, 
and out of the hands of the tyrant who had robbed them 
of their all, to enjoy independance in a wide range of land 
where no one could oppress them, and in which provision of 
various kinds was ready prepared to theirhands — ^would be to 
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obtain a land flowing indeed with miJk and honey — literally 
— -ajid all their own, without even the danger of conquest. 
The idea of subjection to a foreign prince was always a 
galling load for a Hebrew to bear ; the tributes they paid 
were the sorest of all their grievances. They are so to 
any nation* but were more especially so to these people 
who boasted of being immediately in God's keeping, and 
subject to no law but his, who held all idolaters in con- 
tempt and thought them the enemies of Jehovah. On 
their way to the Eastern shore they would meet now and 
then with travellers whose reports would revive their sink- 
ing spirits* and enable them to submit to privations and 
to suflfer wan^ in the assurance that every day carried them 
nearer to the end of their march and that theii their toils 
would be over. Vegetation of some sort would abound, 
wild animals might also range the forests and the wastes, 
and in whateyer way the wandering Scythians lived, they 
might live in the same way. We who have been accus- 
tomed to a peaceful residence with civilized manners and 
jdenty around, can form but a slight conception, scarcely 
any at all, of the manner in which the huge armies of 
Darius, of Alexander, of Xerxes, or of the Goths, were 
supported with their ten thousands of attendants. It has 
been often said that where an English Army would starve 
a French one would live well: if there be so much difier- 
ence between those who in most points resemble each other, 
what may not be the difference between the means of 
maintaining at the present time a British populfition and 
those which were required for an^Eastem mass of people 
two thousand years ago. 
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AuKHig Other traditions which have been met with is 
one upon the North-east coast of Asia, that very long ago, 
a large body of people coming out of the interior of the 
country jdid pass over into America^ men, women and 
children. 

And now let me direct the attention of my reader, not to 
the prophetical but the historical aid we receive from 
Scripture. The books of Esdras are not received into the 
Canon of Scripture ; therefore I do not lay claim to 
divine authority, nor do I need it in reporting a plain fact 
known at the time of its being written, which was in the 
second century of the Christian sera ; and evidently re- 
lated by the writer with no design to impose a £sdsehood 
upoh any one : for he could have no possible motive for 
venturing such a &]sehood. In his second book 13. 50. 
we read. '^And whereas thou sawest, that he, Jesus 
Christ, gathered another peaceable multitude unto him: 
those are the ten tribes, who were carried away prisoners 
out of their own land in the time of Osea, the Kii^, 
whom Salmanazar, the King of Assyria, led away captive. 
And he carried them over the waters, and so they came 
into another land. But they took this council among 
themselves, that they would leave the multitude of the 
heathen, and go forth into a ferther country where never 
mankind dwelt, that they might there keep their statutes, 
which they never kept in their own land. And they en- 
tered into Euphrates by the narrow passes of the river; 
for the Most High then shewed signs for them and held 
still the flood till they were passed over : for through that 
country there was a great way to go, namely, of a year 



and a hal£ And the samer^oa is called Arsaredi.'' 
EupluMntes* was a term common with, the Jews to signify a 
gseat r9\^r or body of water — this was in a country beyond 
that to which they werecasried cc^tive— God stopped the 
waters, &oee them up, to let diei» pass — ^they went into 
a; fiirtiiMr eoanHy w^ienerer man dwelt^-and itwas:a 
great way offi- All this: account well coire^onds. with 
^vdiatr has been said before^ of the facilities' which woiiM 
eSsr themselre? for their journey, and I think I may add, 
iii'the&n^Qag^^ of the mechanic, that it serves to dove^tail 
thestatements already givenv and to bring down my history 
in a dear anct connected* maimer to that fatal war, which 
put an- eiadi tooths Kingdbm of Israel and gave a large and 
active popalaition to the wilds^ the woods, liie mountains, 
and the Savannahs of a new world. 

In reference to what has been stated at page 1 17, rela- 
tive to the Copper-mine river, the place of landing in 
America, according to an ancient tradition, it may be ob- 
served, that near Bhering's Straits there is a place called 
Copper Island, from the vast quantities of that metal 
which are there found. In Grieve's history we are informed, 
that copper covers the shore in great abundance, so that 
ships might be loaded with the ore. In consequence of 
which report, the Gazetteer informs us, that an attempt 
was made in 1770 to obtain a load of it, but that the ice, 
even in July, was so abundant, and other difficulties so 
great, that the object was relinquished. There are other 
authorities to support this tradition, that in former times 
great quantities of copper were seen in those parts. And 
I will add, that the probability seems to be, that soon after 

N 



134 

tlie banishment of these tribes from their own land, into 
one of the very outskirts of the territory of their conqueror, 
they pvoceeded onward and reached this continent through 
the North-east passage : • perhaps eveai before the captivity 
of the Jews. We have no reason given us to suppose, 
th# they were carried captive for any use that the King 
of Assyria could make of them. They were not made 
slaviis in his capital, nor employed in raising p3rramids or 
other public works; but were placed where they would be 
out of the way of mischief. The captor appears to have 
wanted, not them, but their land, to complete his conquests : 
into which he sent a colony of his ancient subjects, to 
inhabit it, in whom he could place a greater confidence 
than he could place in a newly conquered nation, proud 
of supposed privileges and indignant of slavery. 



CHAPTER IX. 



ON THE ARTS AND THE SCIENCE OF THE INDIANS. 



XT has been chiefly through the means of pious men of 
the United States, that we have been brought acquainted 
with the American Indians, and their acquaintance has 
been most intimately with those tribes which inhabited 
the back settlements, and the land lying towards the 
Pacific Ocean. These are the tribes which have discovered 
the least of civilization, they have dwelt in a country 
abounding in immense forests, which have been stored 
with a profusion of game and wild cattle of various kinds; 
and, being of a warlike character, have been at perpetual 
war with each other, and lived iju a half savage, half 
civilized state, in the ordinary enjoyment of abundance; 
but, having no written means of instruction, have remained 
stationary, and have had no inclination to form themselves 
into better constructed and more enlightened society. But 
we are not therefore to conclude, that civilization has not 
taken place among any of these people; for on the 
contrary, it is well known, that there has been a great 
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progress towards refinement^ arts have been carried to a 
great extent, and there was a period, the date of which we 
cannot now ascertain, when Egypt herself could not 
furnish greater marks of industry, ingenuity and per- 
severance in the mechanic arts, than these people have 
exhibited. 

These have been inquired into with gieat industry by 
Baron Humboldt, a native of Germany, whose Essays on 
the K!ingdom of New Spain were published in New 
York in 1811. He ventares not any opinion on the erigm 
of the people, but says that in New Spain, Peru, Canada, 
Florida and Brazil, there is a marked resemblance 
prevailing among them; end he addi; ''In ifae iuthfui 
portrait whidi an excellent obsenFer,* Mr. ¥okiey, has 
drawn of the Canada Tndiftnit, we reeogniae the tnbeM 
scattered in the meadows of Rio Apure and die Coionft.'' 

"Tliey — the Mexicans befope the Spanidbi conquest 
— ^had an ahnost exact kmywledge of the dunbtion of die 
year, and intercalated «t the find of iheir great period of a 
hundred and four years with more accuracy than did tbe 
Ghreeks, Romans and Egyptians. The TaoUees in the 
serentb and the Aztees in the twelfth centuries, as lie 
learned from the hieroglyphical tables of the latter, irhidi 
tables transmit to us the memory of the principal epochs 
of migration among the tribes, drew up the geqgra|^ieal 
map of the Country traversed by them ^ constructed <^e6» 
highways, dikes, canals, and immense pyxamids very 
accurately designed, <^ 1416 feet in length. That of 
Cholula is 177 feet in height, it has four stones, lies 
exactly with the meridian, north and south, the width 
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nearly equal to the length, and is composed of alternate 
strata of brick and clay. Many other pyramids ar»- of ^e 
same construction but not so large, and bear a great 
resemblance to the temple of Belus at Babylon, and to 
the pyramids near Sackhara in ^gypt On that of 
Cholula is a Church surrounded by C3rpress : the length 
of the base is greater by almost half than that of the great 
pyramid Cheops, and exceeds al] that are known on the 
old continent, and is constructed on a similar plan with 
them/' 

Humboldt adds. " How is it possible to doubt, that th« 
Mexican nation had arrived at a certain degree of ciwli- 
zation, when we reflect on the care with which their 
hieroglyphical books were composed and kept; and 
recollect that a citizen of Thascala in the midst of the 
tumults of war took advantage of the facility oflfered him 
by the Roman alphabet, to write in his own language five 
large volumes on the history of a country, of which he 
d^lored the subjection. Their hieroglyphical paintings, 
buildings of hewn stone, curious carvings in wood and 
works of sculpture still in preservation, though they do 
not discover any great excellence, yet bear a striking an^ 
logy to the monuments of more civiUzed people.^' 

IntheArchseologia Americana, containing Transactions 
and Collections of the American Antiquarian Society, pub- 
lished at Worcester in 1820, are described antiquities of 
the people who formerly inhabited the western parts of the 
United States : from these are taken the following extracts. 

''The military works, the walls and ditches which cost 
80 much labour in their structure, the numerous and tasty 

n3 



138 

mounds^ which owe their origin to a people iea mote civil- 
ized than our Indians hut far less so than Europeans, are 
interesting on many accounts to the antiquarian, the philo^ 
sopher and the divine: especially when we consider 
the immense extent of country which they cover, the great 
lahour which they cost their authors, the acquaintaxu^e with 
the useful arts which they display, the grandeur of many 
of the works themselves, and the traditionary accounts re- 
specting them. They were once forts, cemeteries, temples, 
altars, camps, towns, villages, race grounds, and other places 
of amusement, habitations for chieftains, watch-towers 
and monuments. From what we see of these works, the 
people must have had some acquaintance with the arts and 
sciences. They have left us perfect specimens of circles, 
squares, octagons and parallel lines, on a great and nobk 
scale ; and we also know, that they possessed the art of 
working metals. Their wells, with stones at their mouths 
remind us of those described in the patriarchal age.'' 

"Near Newark^ in Licking Count}', Ohio, between 
two branches of the Licking river, at their junction, is one 
of the most notable remains of the ancient works. It is 
a fort inclosing fort/ acres, whose walls are ten feet high, 
with eight gateways, each fifteen feet Each gate guarded 
by a wall placed before it. Near this fort was another 
containing twenty two acres and connected with it by two 
parallel walls of earth. Just without a gateway there is 
an observatory so high as to command a view of the r^ion 
to a great distance ; from which is a secret passage to an 
ancient watercourse — other forts join to them, with watch- 
towers surrounded by circtdar walls. These fwrts were 
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so placed as to enclose a number of laige fields for culture^ 
and apiiear io ha?e kad a communication with other forts 
by long paarallel walls to the distance of many miles; the 
planning of which works of defence ^»eaks volumes m fa- 
vour of tike sagacity of their authors. Tumuli, and some 
oflhon built of stone, are found about them. Pieces of 
eardienware, ornamented and glazed, pieces of cppper and 
tools of iron are found in these worka" 

An account is given of several of this kind of military 
works, with various tools and instruments dug up from 
them, as spears, swords, knives, bncks well burned, mir- 
rors of isinglass, stone axes and knives, ornaments of cop- 
per and of silver, a crucible that will still bear the usual 
heat, a stone pipe curiously wrought in high relief, on the 
front side a handsome female face. In the Tumuli have 
been found immense numbers of human bones, indicating 
a great population, or a vast destruction of life in war. 

A writer in the Archaeologia mentions one place, near the 
junction of the Ohio with the Missisippi, where are more 
than three thousand Tumuli, the largest of huge dimensions. 
** I have been sometimes induced," he says, "to think that at 
the period when these were constructed, there was a popu- 
lation as numerous as that which once animated the bor- 
ders of the Nile or the Euphrates. I am perfectly satisfied 
that cities similar to those of ancient Mexico, of several 
hundred thousand souls, have existed in this country^ 
Nearly oppo^te St Louis, there are traces of two such 
cities in the distance of five miles.'' 

Near Mexico are many pyramids which of themselves 
discover in the difficulty of their construction a vast 
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population. There is a group of them in an adjoining valley, 
called the Path of the Dead, two large ones, surrounded by 
hundreds of smaller ones, which form square streets with 
the cardinal points of the compass. They are much in 
the style of the Egyptian pyramids. The two great ones 
had on their summit huge statutes of the sun and moon, 
formed of stone and covered wiili plates of gold, which 
the soldiers of Cortes plundered: these were not idols 
which they worshipped, as stated by the Spaniards, but 
emblems of the Great Spirit 

'' About thirty years ago one of these pyramids was 
discovered by some hunters in a thick forest, built of 
hewn stone of a vast size and very beautiful ; it has six 
or seven stories ; three staircases lead to the top. The 
covering of its steps is decorated with hierc^lyphical 
sculpture and small niches arranged with perfect sym- 
metry.'* 

In removing a large mound in Marietta bones of a per- 
soq were found. ''Lying immediately over, or on the 
forehead of the body, were found three large circular 
bosses, ,or ornaments for a sword belt, or a buckler ; they 
are composed of copper, overlaid with a thick plate of silver. 
The fronts of them are slightly convex, with a depression^ 
like a cup, in the centre, and measure two inches and a 
quarter across the face of each. On the back side, opposite 
the depressed portion, is a copper rivet or nail, around 
which are two separate plates, by which they were fastened 
to the leatlier. Two small pieces of the leather were found 
between the plates of one of the bosses.*' ''Near the side 
of the body was found a plate of silver, which appears to 
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hare been the upper part of a sword scabbard ; it is six 
inches in length and two in breadth^ and weighs one ounce ; 
it has no ornaments or figures^ but has three longitudinal 
ndgesj which probably coirespond with the edges or ridges 
of the sword; it seems to have been fastened to the scab- 
baid by three or four rivets, the holes of which yet remain 
in the silver. 

" Near the feet was found a piece of copper weighing 
three ounces. From its shape it appears to have been used 
as a plumb, or for an ornament, as near one of the ends is 
a cffCttlar urease, or .groove, for tying a thread; it is oblong, 
two inches and a half in l^igtb^ one inch in diameter at 
the centre and half an inch at each end. It is composed 
of amall pieces of native copper, pounded together; and in 
the cracks between the pieces are stuck several pieces of 
silver; one nearly the ^e of a four-peimy piece, or half a 
dime* This copper ornament was covered with a coat of 
gveoB rusty and is considerab^ corroded. A piece of red 
ochre, or paint, and a piece of iron ore, which has the appear- 
aaoe of hairing been partially vitrified, or melted, were also 
found. The ore is about the specific gravity of pure iron.'' 
From the preceding fiicts it appears, that at some 
period previous to the arrival of the Spaniards in Ame- 
xica» tiliere had existed great and powerful nations in 
diifo:«Bt parts of that continent, who weie much advanced 
in Ibe knowledge oi Arts, possessed considerable mecha- 
meal genuiEi, and understood Astronomy and Geography, 
to a much greater degree than any of the Inhabitants ap- 
peared to possess on their arrival; and had been highly 
civilised and polished nations, compared with all those 
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of the Northern or Southern division of it : and that 
they had been destroyed by an irruption of the wild and 
wandering tribes ; in a manner somewhat similar to what 
happened on the irruption of the Goths and Vandals 
in the Southern Kingdoms of Europe. With perhaps 
this difference that^ like them^ they neither received the 
polish of the conquered nor submitted to the laws of their 
religion. There always must be a general similarity of 
conduct in uncivilized people who are seeking conquest; 
but characteristic propensities may occasion some differ- 
ences. And it has been remarked, that among the Indian 
tribes a strong and inconquerable hatred subsisted in time 
of war between some and others of them. So great was 
the disgrace attached to capture, that the warriors seldom 
suffered themselves to be taken prisoners. They either 
conquered or died : and many instances are known, of some 
of them which once were numerous being almost or en- 
tirely extirpated. Women and children were always 
spared and treated kindly by them; and, being adopted 
into their own tribes, were in future regarded as a part of 
them. And in this way we may well account for the 
destruction of the more enhghtened nations; these ruins of 
whose towns, and forts, and pyramids &c., alone remain 
to give us a notion of what they were. The Indians of 
America have the character of being hostile to the neigh- 
bouring tribes : especially those that are the most rude. 
Having little to defend, they are the more jealous of any 
who might rob them of that little, and have ever discovered 
much of that fraternal animosity by which the children of 
Israel were distinguished; who fought, not only Judah 
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against Israel and Israel against Judah, with a deadly 
hatred, but also one family of Israel against another family. 
The tawny tribes of Africa are carrying on perpetual 
skirmishings against each other ; and it is, in order to 
obtain prisoners to be converted into slaves of christian 
men : but the Indians, like the Jews of old, wage wars of 
extermination, and in this peculiar point, in which they 
do not resemble any nation we are acquainted with, they 
have the appearance of being of one kindred, and possess* 
ing one cruel and murderous mind. The King of Israel 
could wage war against his brethren, and *' slay in Judah 
one hundred and twenty thousand in one day" who were all 
valiant men, 2 Chro. 28. 5, ''and carry captiv^ two hundred 
thousand women, sons and daughters, and bring them to 
Samaria." And what could poor Indians do more P 

The above remarks may apply with the greatest truth 
to the Mexicans. It does not appear that the enlightened 
inhabitants of Peru, have been thus invaded by the hostile 
tribes; for when Pizarro made the conquest of that coun- 
try, they were in the enjo3nment of a perfect peace, with 
the monuments of their art and industry fresh around 
them. The great labour of these vile invaders was, to 
destroy all the marks of intellect which they found among 
them, and reduce the people to a state of the most savage 
ignorance. Accordingly we are told by Htunboldt; 

''That in order to reduce the intellectual character of 
the natives as much as possible, and to make them so 
much the more fit for the slavery to which they were de- 
voted, all the better informed of the inhabitants, among 
whom was a certain degree of intellectual culture, were 



in one way or another destroyed by the invaders at the 
commencement of the conquest Fanaticism^ — ^if that 
can be called by the name which in point of fact had, as 
we believe, little or no religion in it — was directed espe- 
cially against the Priests, the Ministers of rel^on, and 
those who were connected with the houses of worshq), 
who were the depositories of the historical, mylh(^ogical 
and astronomical knowledge of the country. These people 
were completely annihilated, the more efiectuaEy to secure 
the cruel object of their ferocity; while the hieroglyj^ucal 
paintings and other remains of learning, which transmitted 
from generation to generation the knowledge of their 
antiquities and of their religion, were carefully diestroyed 
by the Monks. So that the people might be deprived g( 
all their former means of reHgious instruction and of re^gi- 
ous zeal, and an ignorance the most complete might 
overspread all that remained of the ancient race : which 
the christian Priests took effectual care to maintain.'' 

''Long before the arrival of the Spaniards the natives 
of Mexico, as well as of Peru, were acquainted with the 
use of many of the metals. They did not content them- 
selves with those which were found in their native state 
on the surface of the earth, in the beds of rivers or in the 
ravines formed by the torrents from the mountains : they 
had applied themselves to* subterraneous operations in the 
working of veins, they had cut galleries and' dug pits of 
communication and ventilation, and they had instruments 
adapted for cutting the rocks. Gold> silver^ copper, lead 
and tin were publicly sold in some of their markets,*' 



CHAPTER X. 



TSE BiE^BREW TESTIMONY. 



UN ihe 18th of August, in the year 1644, -a very small 
Book was publidied in Amsterdam, with the title. The 
fathering o^ Israel, ^rst written in Dutch by Manasseh 
israel, and afterwards in Hebrew by Jacob, leader of the 
Synagogue of that City, for the benefit of the Jews gene- 
rally. The Hebrew copy fell by mere accident lately into 
my hand ; the contents of which I acquired by the assist- 
ance of a learned Jew of Pljonouth. The writer was a 
man held in high esteem by the Hebrew people, and he 
gives a very good account of the person from whom he 
received the intelligence which occasioned his pubHshing 
the book, as a man worthy of credit, who did not appear 
to have any motive for giving a false account of his travels. 
This man's name was Aaron Levi, a Portuguese Jew. 
He was travelling on business, and came to the capital of 
Holland a short time before the publication made its 
appearance. His account is as follows. He had been at 
Honduras from whence he proceeded to Papuan, perhaps 
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Popayan, that is, he says, to Quito, where he hired mules 
of a Spaniard to go into the Country, and took with him 
a guide who was called Francisco. With him he proceed- 
ed towards the Cordilleras. Falling into conversation 
with his guide, he found him to he one of the original 
natives of America, who had much violence and injustice 
to charge the Spaniards with. He complained hitterly of 
their cruelties, and expressed not only a hope, hut even 
a persuasion, that his countrymen would one day have the 
satisfaction of a revenge through the means of a people 
that were then concealed. Aaron^s curiosity was much 
'excited to know more of these people; and learning from 
his guide that some of them wore very long heards, others 
short ones, and that they ohserved tha rite of circumcision, 
his anxiety greatly increased to see them, and he hegged 
his guide to accompany him to the place where they re- 
sided. His guide consented, and he gave him three dol- 
lars to huy provisions, with a part of which money he 
purchased canvas shoes, and they hegan their journey. 
As they proceeded Francisco made many enquiries 
ahout Aaron's friends and origin. He asked him if he 
knew who was his original ancestor; to which Aaion 
replied yes, his name was Ahraham, and added that he 
helieved in one God that is in Heaven, and that all else 
that is said ahout God is false. Francisco then hound the 
stranger hy an oath, that he would not hetray him, either 
as to any thing he saw or any thing he heard, and that he 
would do as he directed him. Having travelled two days, 
the Indian made him put on the canvas shoes, take a 
Itaff and follow him. — He does not assign his reasons for 
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this change; probably they were climbing the mountains^ 
and the staff and the shoes were useful in their progress. — 
The Indian carried with him three measures of wheat 
and two ropes> in one of which were many knots and at 
the ends of them were short iron spikes, to throw (he says) 
among the rocks as they climbed up. On the Sabbath 
day they rested, and after two days journey more they 
anived at the bank of a large river, much laiger than the 
Douro. BSs guide then said to him, ''here you will see 
your brethren.'' Having made a kind of flag with two 
pieces of cotton cloth, he waved it backward and forward, 
when a great smoke arose on the other side the river. 
"That smoke,'' said the Indian, *' is a sign that they know we 
are here ;" he then gave another sign, and three men and 
a woman came over in a Httle boat Aaron did not under- 
stand the language in which these persons spoke, but his 
guide understood them : they looked hard in his &u^, ex- 
pressed great pleasure at seeing him, and jumped about, 
and embraced, and kissed him. They said to him, and 
it was explained by Francisco, The Lord u our God, 
ike Lord is One. see Deut 6. 4. They used si^ns which 
the guide explained; they evidently knew that he was a 
Jew. They said Joseph dwells in the midst of the Sea, 
and held up two fingers, first joined tc^ther and then 
held apart, to intimate that they were two femilies de« 
sodded from one head — ^M anasseh and Ephraim — and 
added, there will be a day on which we shall all meet: and 
you will tell our brethren, that you were the first that 
came here to us : no one of them has been here before you. 
Upon this Aaron made a motion to get into the boat, 
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bat they diecked ham, and, struggling with theno^ he fell 
into the water; they took him out, bat refined to let him 
go oirer with them. For three soecessiye days the boat 
cimtimied to moyeto^and firo across the water, bringing 
always fonr persons at atinie; so that he supposed he saw 
about three hundred of them. 

His accomit of the people is, that thesr cocmtenances 
were much bumed by the sun, that they were of a fine 
tall strait figure, many with beards, and that they wore on 
their heads a kind of turban. They gave diicctioiis to 
the Indian to tell him more about them, and then took 
their leave : on whidi the Jew and his guide letumed to 
Quito. 

On Uieir way Aaron said to his guide, ''now since you 
know a good deal about these people, you must tell me all 
you know, for they ordered jrou to teU me/' The guide's 
answer was, ^'I will tell you the trudi, and if you are not 
satisfied with what I tell you, and want to know more, I 
shall tell you false: what I know I learned fieom my ances- 
tors, and it was handed down to them by tradition. The 
Almighty broi^ht the children of Israel into this country 
by great miracles and wonderful works; if I told you all, 
you would think them contrary to nature; When we 
came into this country we had great battles with the people 
that lived here before us, and tbd wizards, of whom there 
were many among us, advised us to go to the place wfa^e 
those peopll whom you have just seen are, and make war 
agiunst them; which we did, and all our army was de- 
stroyed. Then we gathered a larger army and ^nght with 
them; and that army was also cut off. A third time we 
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collected all our men of war together, and none of them 
returned aKve. We then thought that the wizards had 
given this advice through spite; and they that remained 
rose against them and killed a great many of them : the 
othefs b^ged for their life, which was granted, oa condi- 
tion of their telling them the truth. Then the old men 
taught us, that the Grod of the children of Isi*ael is the 
true Godi and that his commandments are true; and that 
a time will come when these people will have rule over the 
wbttie earth. Peace was then made between us all, on 
ooodition that we should never pass over the river to them, 
but that every seventeen moons one of their people should 
oome amongst us, to make us a visit and enquire about 
oar prosperity, and that the secret of their concealment 
should not be revealed to any one who was not three 
hundred moons old; that it should never be revealed in 
«ny house, but in the field in the open air, that none 
mi^t oveifaear. There has been communication between 
them and us only three times ; the first when the Spaniards 
came over into the country, the second when ships came 
into the sea of Zur, and the third time is the present of 
your coming,^' 

Hie above historical circumstances are related in the 
prefiice to the little book, which forms a comparatively 
large portion of it ; after which the Author proceeds to 
make remarks on the Narrative of Aaron Levi He says 
that l^ore this time it was quite out of his power to obtain 
any satisfinctory information of the ten tribes. He had 
lead several accounts of them, but could rely upon none. 
He qtlotes some of these accounts^ giving the particulars, 
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and his reasons for discrediting them. One of them. 
Alias Montana, says, ''The hinguage c^ the PeruTans is 
the same as onr language." 

The Jews receive and acknowledge four books of Ezn, 
written in the tone of Hosea; the first is that which is in 
our Bible; in the fonrth Ezra writes — ^''that the ten 
tribes were solicitous to find a place in which thej m^t 
remain quiet and at peace. So they passed over the 
Euphrates, Ood performing a nuracle and stopping the 
water, that they might pass safely over. They then ctene 
to a country called Arsaret, which is Great Tartaiy, and 
j^assing through it they arrived at an Island called Grona» 
ftom whence they crossed a narrow passage to a land called 
Labrador, which is India/' The passage ahready quoted 
from Esdras has much the appearance of havii^ been 
taken from it 

Another writer says, " Arsaret is the otit^ part of die 
Continent, which is Tartasty on the See, and that Plyneas 
vmtes, that from thenee thef e is a nanrow passage aver to 
taiother land." 

Another writer mentions the fact, ''that the Spaniards 
found a tombstone in Mexico which was Engraven in "die 
Hebrew language, that the customs of the American 
Indians where just like those of the Jews, and that some 
of them were known to use the rite of ciTOumoisimu*'* 
Upon the whole this writer appears frdly satisfied, that hj 
some means or other a oonsiderable portion of ^e ten 
tribes went dvet into America ; tmd thinks it )probabie, dtat 
Reubeti, Oad and Matiasseh, whi^h were^aken vwalyin 
the iirst captivity, and "placed fi^fiaong Ohe Mooataim of 
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Medit» hj: die King i^AAut^ were the eartiest to go 
there* ^Aidlihatth^ wei?e a^rwatrds Allowed by the 
men of the second captivity. 

Here is an evidence^ coming in am oblique du^ectioi^ 
whidi cacries with i(^ as I coaioerfie^ great eonnctioi^ that 
it was known to the learned among the Jewish pet^le two 
hundred years ago, scarcely half a century «^ the eon- 
quest of Fern, that some of their brethren, of whom they 
had long lost sight; were safely settled in the oomtinent of 
America : that the &ts oi tiiese people had ei^aged the 
attention of many of their writers, who had sdicicoui^y 
enquired aii;er dieir destination ; and that at last, one who 
held a high rank among them, published in his own lan- 
guage a Utde book, for the express purpose of declaring, 
thfl/t, although he kaA kitherto been ignorant of &eir ikte, 
he was then s»dsfied, by evidence which he saw ne reason 
%& discredit, that at least a part of t^em wene safely esta- 
blisbed as a separate people among the vast range of the 
Cordilleras. 

There is considerable difficulty in deciphering some 
of the proper names which are found in this little book: 
the Hebrew characters not corvesponddsig exactly with the 
Gnglish, and the manner of writing the words depending 
on the reporter's pronunciation, <and the ndmes of places 
and of ooimtries not being the same two hundred years 
-ago, in llie languages in wliich the books were written, 
that they a^ now in our Atlas. . 

Aanother remark may be of some ^iterest to>the roader : 
whether when these people made use of the pasusBge that is 
found in Deuteronomy, Thel^wdiswar Gbd, At Lord is 
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One, they would, had they been permitted, fasilliised the 
word Jehovah. Bat the reporter could not faifbrm us of 
this very important fact;, which would so dearly illustrate 
the subject; for no Jew is allowed to write that word on 
any occasion whatever, except in copjring the books of 
Moses, nor to utter iton any sudi an occasion : and, tfbeu 
the word occurs in reading any part of those books in the 
Synagogue on the Sabbath day, they always substitute 
for it the tenn adonaL Admitting even that %ey were of 
the Hebrew nation, they must have said, and Jacob must 
have written, adonai. 

The Indian, who acted as interpreter on this occasion, 
spoke of people who were in the country when his ances- 
tors arrived in it; which may lead some to suppose, that 
these Hebrew tribes were not the first to colonize the 
American continent, or at least that pert of it which lies 
below the Cordilleras towards the sea. It is not clear 
however fiom this man's relation, that they carried on war 
against any but those on the other side the river, nor is 
any modt^e assigned for their attempting to disturb them 
in their settlement If the supposition of this learned Jew 
be ocffT^ct, it will appear, that the iSrst persons who came 
th^re were the descendants of Manasseh and Ephraim 
who st^oned themselves beyond the river, and that some 
other wanderers of the same migration afterwards settled 
in Peru, and haviag skirmished awhile with their neigh- 
bours, ultimately formed the kingdom which sprang up 
and was consolidated under the Incas; a peaceful and 
happy nation. ^ 

The term Wu^axd used by the Indian is, in this little 
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book^ thennie word as i» fbimd in the Hebrew Bible and 
traii^ted Wizard in ours : ao order of men lor whom the 
degenefate IsraeUtes had a high regard, and to whom the j 
ajn)lied habitually for advice in all difficult cases; as ap- 
peal fhmi many denundations of the Prophets. And, 
as ^oses in his law guarded them against their imposi- 
tions, and forbade the people to «ppfy to them, it would 
s^pear; that they brought with them some of this order 
into ^e land of promise, who had learned thdr magic arts 
in Egypt ; that they retained them in the land of Canaan, 
where they recovered their plenary power under the 
Idolatrous Kings of Israel; and that they still preserved 
that power after they had emigrated to the new woild. 
Their ancient priests had been long neglected ; but wiz- 
ards and necrcHnancers were still in esteem. That the 
people finding themselves deceived by the wizards, who 
we are to suppose were numerous and forming an order 
in the state, should rise against them and kill a great many 
of them, is exactly what their ancestors had been every 
now aad then in the habit of doing with their ghostly 
sAmea, One time it was die Priests of the Lord who 
were slain by scores and by hundreds : another it was the 
Priests of Baal who fell in crowds: and again we read, of 
all the witches and wizards of the land being put to death. 
Such was the spirit of this people : they were always a 
murderous set. 

When we find that the Jewish nation had entirely lost 
sight of then: brethren, the Children of Israel, and had 
not been able before the period in which this little book 
was written to obtain any information as to what had be- 



come of them, we need not wonder that Chxisdiii writers 
were at an otter loss to account for their entire disappear- 
ance ; that Prideaux shoold unhesitatingly declare, that 
they were merged and lost in the Asiatic tribes; and that 
Gibbon should give himself no trouble to account for the 
total destruction of a nation once so peculiar in their habits, 
80 deeply rooted in national prejudice, and so distinguished 
as these descendants of tlie Hebrew people were. His 
proud and unbelieving spirit would perhaps grudge the 
labour of research after them. The rul^ of the Syna* 
^ogue at Amsterdam had been interested in the question 
of their final destiny; he could not be satisfied that they 
had hesa abandoned by their Almighty Friend, and had 
taken pains to search into every thing that had been writ- 
ten concerning them : but without success. 

It is only by uniting factis which time brings to light, 
that circumstances of so mysterious a nature, as the disap- 
pearance of this great body of people, can find an explana- 
tion; and then it is the bearing of one discovery upon 
another, and their leading to the developement, rather 
than a direct and clear evidence, that unfolds the hidden 
secret and brings satisfaction to the mind. 



CHAFFER XT. 



TH£ INVASION OF CORTES. 

XN the year .1578, a book was pubKshed in London with 
the title, " The Pleasant Historie of the Conquest of the 
Weast India, now called new Spayne, Atchiened by the 
VTorthy Prince Hernando Cortes, Marques of the valley of 
Huaxacat, most delectable to Reade.'' 

This is a translation from the Spanish, and is printed 
in the old English Black Letter. I have it in my posses- 
sion and esteem it a curiosity. It betrays too surely 
both the indisposition of the Spaniards to think, or at 
least, to speak justly of those truly interesting people, 
the pains they took to misrepresent them, either through 
ignorance or base design, and the steady and persevering 
use Cortes made of the name of Religion, as a plea for his 
usurpation and apology for all his cruelties. Throughout 
this book they are represented as idolaters of the basest 
kind; they are chained with sacrificing thousands of their 
enemies and also of their ovm people to their deity; they 
are spoken of as constantly and ordinarily feeding on 
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human carcases; and, to crown all, it is the Devil* who is 
their favorite deity and chief adviser, in all the steps they 
were induced to take to resist these worthy christians i 
who came to visit them with no other design than to make 
them cease from hmnan sacrifice, give up the worship of 
the Devil, and receive the glad tidings of Salvation through 
Christ Jesus. It is a heart-rending history indeed that 
even this Spaniard writes, whose bhject it was to show his 
companions' hehaviour in the £airest colours. No one can 
read it, who has obtained information respecting that de- 
generate race of men from other quarters, without perceiv- 
ing an entire plan of deception carried on, from the time 
that Cortes first landed atUlhua ito the complete conqufist 
of the rich town of Mexico. A few extracts from this 
work may amuse the reader. 

The Oration that Cortes made to Ms Soldiers. — ^^"My 
louing fellowes and deere friendes, it is certayne that .^uery 
valiant manne of stoute courage, doth procure by jdeeedes 
to make him selfe equall with the excellente^ men of his 
time, yea and with those that were before his time. So 
it is, that I do now take in hand such an enterprise, as god- 
willing shall be heereafter of greate fame, for myne heart 
doth pronosticate vnto mee, that we shall winne greate and 
rich Countreys, and manye people, as yet neuer seene to 
anye of oure nation, yea and (IbeeHue) greater kingdomes 
than those of oure kinges. And I assure you, that the de- 
sire of glory dothe further extend, than treasure, the 
whiche in sorte, mortall Hfe doth obtayne. I haue now 
prepared Shippes, Armor, Horses, and other furniture for 
the warres, with victuall sufficient, and all things that are 
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Tsed a& necessary in Conquestes. I baue bin at greate 
co9te» and chaiges, wherein I liaue not onely employed 
myneowne goodes, but also the goodes of my firiendes, yet 
me thinketh that the employmente thereof dothe encrease 
my treasure and honor. We oi^ht (louing fbllowes) to 
leaue off small things, when great matters doe offer them?- 
selaes. And enen as my trust is in God, euen so greater 
profile shall come to our kings, and a nation of this oure 
enterprise, ihsu hath heertofore of any other. I doe not 
speake how accqjtoble it will be to God our sauiour, for 
whose loue I do chiefly and willingly hazard my goods and 
trauel. I will not nowe treat of the perils and danger of 
life that I haue passed since I began this voyage. This 
I say, that good men doe rather expect renoune, than trear 
sure. We doe now attempt and begin waire that is both 
good and iust, and the almighty God in whose name and 
holy faith this voyage ia begonne, will assuredly graunte 
vnto vs victory, and the time will shew the end oi things 
well begonne." 

On an island called AcusamU they met with a Spaniard, 
who gave the following account of himself — '^ Sir,, my 
name is Geronimo de Agvilar, I was borne in the Cittie 
of E»ya in the Andolozia, and by misfortune I was 
loste after this sorte. In the warres, of Darien and in the 
time of the contentions and passiona o£ lames de Nicuesm 
and Vaseo Nonez Balboa, I came with Captaine Vaidmia 
in a little Caruell, toward Sanio Ihmm§o, to giue aduice 
to the Admirall and gouemour, of the troubles which had 
happened, and my comming was for men and victuals : 
and likewise we brought twentye thousand DudiLettes of 
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the kings in Anno 151 1. .And when we apported at/o' 
mayca, our Camel was lost on the shallowes whiche were 
called the Uipars, and with greate pain we entred (about 
twenty persons) into the boate, with out sayle^ water or 
bread, and weake prouission of oares : we thus wander 
thirteene or fourteene dayes, and then the cuirant, whiche 
is there very great & runneth alway weastward, cast vs a 
shoare in a prouince called Maya, & trauelling on our 
way, seauen of our fellowes died wyth hunger & famin. 
\nd captain Valdtnia & other 4. were sacrifised to the 
ydols by a cruel and cursed Cacike, that is to say, a Lord 
in whose power we fell, &c. 

"And after the sacrifice, they were eaten among the Inn 
dians for a solemne banket : and I, and other sixe wer put 
into a Cage or coupe, to be &tned for an other sacrifice. 
And for to escape suche abhominable death, we brake the 
prison and fledde through certaine mountaines : So that 
it pleased God that wee mette with another Cazike who 
was enimy to him that first toke vs, his name was Quin- 
qus, a man of more reason and better condition, hee was 
Lord of Xamansana : he accepted vs for his captiues, but 
shortly after he dyed, and then I aboad with Taxmar his 
heire. Then deceased other fine of our fellowes, so that 
there remayned but only I and one G<msalo Chterrer, a 
marynei^ who now abydeth with Nachancan the Lorde 
of Cketemal, and he maiTied with a rich gentlewoman of 
that countrey, by whom he hath children, and is made a 
Captaine, and wel esteemed with the Cazike for the victo- 
ries that he hath had in the wars against the other Lords. I 
iKtnX vnto him your woirfliips letter, desiring him that he 
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would come with me hauing so fit a passage, but he re- 
fused my request, I belieue for verye^ shame, because hee 
had his nose ful boared of holes^ & his eares lagged, hyt 
face & handes painted according to the vse of the countrey, 
or else he abode there for the loue he bare to his wife and 
children/' 'All those whiche stoode by & hard this llistorie, 
were amased, to heare Geronimo de Aguilar report howe 
those Indians did sacrifise & eate mans fiesh. They also la- 
mented the miserie & death of his fellowes, and highly 
praysed God, to see him free from his bondage & from such 
cruel & barbarous people, 6c to haue likewise so good an 
enterpreter with them, forvndoubtedly it semed a miracle 
the Ahiarados ship fel into a leak, for with the extremity 
they returned back again to that Hand, wheras with con(3%« 
rie winde they were constrayned to abide the coming of 
Aguilar, and certainly he was the mean & speech of al their 
proceedings. And therfore haue Lbin so prolixious in the 
rehearsal of this matter, as a notable point of this histbrie. 
Also I wil not let to tell how the, mother of Ch'rommo'de 
JLguilar, became mad.. &c.' 

'When she hard thathir son was captiue among people 
who vsed to eate mans flesh, & euer after' when she saw 
any flesh spitted or roasted, she would make an open out- 
crie^ saying, oh I miserable woman, behold this is the flesh 
o^ my dearebeloued sonne who was all my coinibrt' 

The account given of this island is that ' It contaynetii 
ten leagues in length & three leagues in breadth, although 
some say more, some lesse : it standeth twentye degrees on 
this side the equator, and fiue leagues from the womens 
cape : it hath three villages, in the which liueth ncre 3 thou« 
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Mend men. The faoases are of stone and bnek, «nd coueied 
wilih straw &bowe8, & some with tik. Their temples ^oid 
towers are made of lime &stoiie very wd buik: theihaae 
no odier fiDesh water but out of weiles and iaine water. 
CaUtehmni is dkdr chiefe Lord : they are hrawne people & 
goe naked: &ifanywea]?e cloliiyit ismadeef cotten whmI 
only to corner dieir private membeis: th^ vae hofog has 
l^atted & bound about liMir fcrdieads? Aey^xe great Mmt- 
men, so the fish is their chiefest foode & sa8tenance» they 
bane also Jlfotz idudbiis for bcead: akogoodfrBites:& 
bony, but somewhat aause : and plots fiar bees, whicii 
cantayn. 1000 hiues. They knew not to what mewax 
aerued, but when ^ysawourateanHdEe eandds thereof 
likey wondred thereat. Their doggies baaa Foxe faces and 
baike not, these they gdde and fatten to eate. Tius 
Hani is fill of hi^ mountaines, & at ihefeete oftheai, 
good pastures many Deaxe and wilde Boares, CwaByts 
and Hares, but thejr aa» not great Tlie SpaaiaideB 
widi their handguns and CKOBsebo«"6B prooije th^i of 
that victual, fresh salt and dried. The people of das 
IloMd asa Idolaters, liiey 4oe aaeiifice diiidzen, but not 
laanye. And manythncs instead of children th^ sacri- 
fice dogges. Tliey «re poope peo^, but very charitable 
md lodng in their &Ue fd^on and bdiefe.' 

'The religion of the pec^le oiAemamiiL — Hie tem- 
]^ is like vnto a sqoare Toure bioad at the foote, & 
^eps round about it, U from die middest tqmard very 
straight : die top is hollow and conered with straw: it 
hadi fours windoweswidi fiontals and gedleries. Indie 
holow place is dieirchappd, wbons thdlr Idols do stand. 
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The temple that stoode by the sea side was such a one,: 
in the which was a maruellous straunge Idol, and differ- 
ed muche from all the rest, although they haue many«. 
and of diuerse fashions. The body of this Idol was great: 
and hollow, and was fastened in that wall with lim^ : 
hee was of earth. And behinde this Idols backe was; 
the Uesterie, where was kept ornaments & other things 
of seruice for the temple. The priests had a httle secret 
dore hard adjoining to the Idol, by which dore they 
crept into the hollow Idol, and answered the people 
who came with prayers & peticious. And with this 
deceit the simple soules beleued al the Idol spake, and 
honored the god more then al the rest with many perfumes 
and sweete smelles, and offered bread and fruite, with sa- 
crifice of Quayles bloud, and other birds, and dogges, 
and sometime mans blou^. And through the fame of this 
Idoll and Oracle, many Pilgrimes came toAcusamil from 
many places. At the foote of this Temple was a plotte 
like a Churchyard, well walled and garnished with proper 
pinnacles, in the middest whereof stoode a Crosse of ten 
fuote long, the which they adored for God of the rajnae, for 
at all times when they wanted rayne, they would goe thi- 
ther on Procession deuoutely, and offered to the Crosse 
Quayles sacrificed, for to appease the wiUth that the God 
seemed to haue agaynste them : and none was so accepta- 
ble a sacrifice, as the bloud of that little birde. They vsed 
to bume certaine sweete gume, to perfume that God with- 
al]« and to besprinkle it with water^ and this done, they 
beleeued assuredly to haue rayne. Suche is the Religion 
of th<>se Indians of AcmamiL They could neure know 
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dit oi^ind how tb«t God <^ Crosse came Bflioiigst them, 
for in an those parties nihMa, there is no memoiie of 
anj«PrMdnog<^theGo6pell that had bin at anj time, 
as shall be diewed in another place.' 

Similar deseriptioaB are gnren of other towns. N«xt 
Mlows a description of a temple ioond cm the Continent. 

'llieie was in that Village a temple> whiche hadde 
a liCtk Tower with a Chappell on die toppe, and twentie 
stapes to eome imto the Qiappell, where they foond 
some IdoUeSy and many Uoady papers, and much mans 
blond of those which hadde bin saaificed, as Maima 
did oertifie. They fomid also the blocke wfaeienpon 
dMy used to cntte open the menne sacrificed, and the 
raaors made ci Flint; wherewyth they opened 
bteasts and plucked out their heartes beeyng 
thxDwing them nppe toward Heaven as an ofoing, and 
after this done they anoynted their idoUes aaad the 
papers they offered, and then burned them/ 

' From the passage of the mer they had a faire way to 
aaother rirer, which bemg likewise waded oner, they 
disciied Zempeallan, whiche stoode a myle distant £rora 
them, all beset with &yre Oxchardes and Gardens, veiye 
pleasaonte to beholde, they nsed always to water them 
with idnses when they pleased. There proceeded ontctf the 
towne many persons, to behold an receyne so strange a 
people uto them. They came with smiling countenance 
and presented unto them diners kinde of floures and sun- 
dry bmJbBB, which none of our men had heeretofoie scene. 
These pe<9le came without feal« among the ordinance; 
with diispomp^ tznunph,and icy they were receined into 
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the Citie, vfbich seemed a beandfull Garden, for the trees 
were so greene and high that scarsely thie houses appeared.' 
*^ Prom Vera Crux, the first town the Spaniards built, 
rich presents were sent to the Ck>urt of Spain, many arti* 
cles in gold, silver, feathers and wood, curiously wrought, 
with carpets and cloth of cotton. 

'All these things wer more beautiful than rich : the 
workmanship of al was more worth than die thing it selfe. 
The colours of the dodi of cotton wool was exceeding fine 
and the fethers natural/ 

'The pounced worke in gold and siluer exceed ovr 

goldsmithes. They joyned to this present certaine Indian 

bo(^es of figures which serve to thdr use for letters ; these 

bookes are folden like unto clothes,and written onboth ndes. 

Some of these books were made of cotton and glewe, and 

others were made of leaves of a certain tree called Melt, 

whyche serue fonheyr paper, a thing straunge to behold,* 

The Country of Tlaxcallan was separated from that of 

Mexico ' by a greate circuite of stone made without lyme 

or mortar, being a &thom and a half high and twentie 

foote brode, with loupe holes, to shoot at : that wall cross* 

ed ouer all the valley firom one mountayne to another, 

and but one only entrance or gate, in the which the one 

wall doubled against the other, and the way there was 

fourtie paces brode, in such sort* that it was an euil and 

perilous passage, if any had bene there to defend it' 

'They have all Mnde of good policie in the citie ; there 
are Goldsmithes, Fetherdressers, Barbers, Hotdiouses, 
and Potters, who make as good earthen vessel as is made 
in Spayne.' 
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Chololla^ a place they passed through in their way to 
Mexico 'is called the Sanctoary or holy place among the 
Indians, and thither they tiauelled from many places* 
farre distante on pilgrimage, and for this cause were many 
temples. It sheweth outwards verye beautiful] and full 
of towers, for there are as manye temples as dayes in the 
yeare, and every temple hath his towers. Our men count- 
ed foure hundred towers. The men and women are of good 
dispositions, well fauoured and very wittie.' We learn 
that when Mutezuma heai-d of the taking of Chololla, 
he feared and said, ''These are the people that our 
Gods said should come and inherite this land.'' 'He 
went incontinent to his oratore, and shut himself alone, 
where he abode in fasting and prayer eyght dayes, with sa- 
crifice of many menne to asslake the fury of his idoUes, 
who seemed to be offended. The voyce of the Diuell 
spake unto him, bidding him not to ^^are the Christians &c.' 

I shall here subjoin the speech of Mutezuma to Cortes 
and his company. 

"^orde and Gentlemen. — ^I doe much rejoyce to haue 
in my house such valiant men as ye are, for to vse with 
curtesie, and entreate you with honour, according to your 
desert and my estate. And where heretofore I desir^ 
that you shoulde not come hither, the onely cause was my 
peojde had a greate feare to s^ you, for your gesture and 
grimme beaids did terrific them, yea, they reported that 
yee had such beastes as swallowed men, and that your 
coming was from heaven, bringing with you lightning, 
thunder and thunderbolts, wherwith you made the earth 
to tremble and to shake, and that yee slew therewith whom 
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ye pleased. But now I do sie jcnd know iiaX ye are mor- 
teSl fSien, and diat ye «te qmetand liurt no man? also I 
liaiie seene your hcnrses wluch are but your seraaustes^ 
and youre Gunnes lyke vnto shootyng Trunkes. I do 
fiow ImM all for febles and lyes which hath bin reported of 
yefi> and I do also accept you for my m^€9« kinsmen. My 
'fodier tokle me that bee had heaid his fore&lhers hay, of 
■wlrome I doe descende, that they helde q)miou howe they 
were not naturals of thys hnde^ but come hither by chance, 
in companye of amightyLorde, who after awhile that they 
hadde abode heere they returned to thdbr imlioe soyle : 
After manye yeasres expired, they came agayne ibr those 
wliorae ifaey had left heere behind them, but they would 
not $oe wyththem, became they had h^ere inhabited, and 
hadde wynes and chil(h<», and great gou^nement in die 
land. ' Nowe these myghtie Lordes aeeyng that they were 
«o stoltbonie, and wooide not retume with them, departed 
from th^ sore displeased, saying, tiiat he woulde sonde 
^chUdbren that shoidd both rule and goueme them, in 
lastice, peace, and aontient Rdigi<m, and ka this con* 
■•ideratidB, wit haue alwayes eiqiected and bel6eaed, that 
vocfae a peo^ ^uld come %o rule and goueme us, and 
consad^mg from whence yon come, I doe think that you 
are they whome we looked for, and the notice which the 
^eate Emperour Charles had of rs, who hath now sent 
you hith^. Therefore Lofde and Captayne, be well as* 
anied, that we wyll obey you, if there be no feyned or 
deoeytfoU matt^ in your dealings, and will also deuide 
wjTth you and youres all that we bane. And although 
dns which I haue aayde were not only for youre yertoe. 
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(ame, and deedes of valiant Grentlemen, I would yet do it 
for your worthinesse in the battayles of Tauasco, Teocaz^ 
inca, and CkoUola, beeying so few, to ouercome so 
many." 

" Now agayne, if ye ymagine that I am a God, and the 
walles and roufes of my houses, and all my vessell of ser- 
uice to be of pure golde, as the men of Zempoallan, Tlax-- 
callan, and Huexozinco hath enformed you, it is not so, and 
I iudge you to be so wise, that you giue no credit to such 
fables. You shall also note, that through your commyng 
hither, manye of my subiects haue rebelled, and are be- 
come my mortall euimies, but yet I purpose to breake 
their whigs. Come feele you my body, I am of fleshe and 
bone, a mortal man as others are and no God, although 
as a king I doe esteeme my selfe of a greater dignitie 
and preheminence than others. My houses you do also see 
which are of tymber and earthe, and the principallest of 
Masons worke, therefore nowe you do both knowe and 
see what odious lyars those talebearers were. But troth 
it is, that golde plate, feathers, armour, iewels, and other 
riches, I haue in the treasory of my forefioithers a long 
time preserued, as the vse of kings is, all the which you & 
yours shal enioy at all times. And now it may please you 
to take your rest, for I know that you are weery of your 
ioumey." Cariez with ioyfuU countenance humbled him- 
aelfe, seeyng some teares fall from Muiezuma his eyes, 
saying vnto him, " Vppon the trust I haue hadde in youre 
clemencye, I insisted to come both to see and talke wyth 
your highnesse, and now I know that all are lyes which 
hath bin tolde me. The like youre highnesse hath hearde 
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reported of vs, assure youre selfe, that the Emperoure 
Kyng of Spayne is your naturall Lorde, whome yee haue 
expected for, he is the onely heyre from whence youre ly- 
' nage dothe proceede, and as touching the offer of youre 
highnesse treasure, I do most hartyly thanke you/' 

'The Maiestie and order, wherewith Mutezuma was 
semed:>^Mutezuma was a man of small stature and leane, 
his couloure tawnie as all the Indians, are. He hadde 
long heare on hys heade, six little heares vppon him, 
as though they hadde hin put in with a hodkin. His 
thinne hearde was hlacke. Hee was a man of a fayre 
condition, and a doer of Justice, well spoken, graue and 
^ise^ heloued and feared among his suhjectes. Mute 
Zuma doth signifie sadensse/ 

'To the proper names of Kings and Lords, they do 
adde this siUahle C. which is for cortesie and dignitie, as 
we vse Lord. The Tiu-ke vseth Zultan, The Moore or 
Barharian calleth his LtoideMulley, and so the Indians 
say Mute Zuma Zin. His people hadde him in such 
reuerence, that he permitted none to sit in his sight, nor 
yet in his presence to weare shoes, nor looke liim in the 
face, except very few Princes. He was glad of the con- 
uersation of the Spanyardes and would not suffer them to 
stande on foote, for the great estimation he had of them, 
and if he lyked any of the Spanyardes garments, he 
woulde exchange his apparrell for theirs.' 

' He changed his owne apparrell four times euery day, 
and he neuer clothed himselfe agayue with the garments 
which he hadde once wome, hut all suche were kepte in 
his Guardrohe, for to gine in presents to his seruantes 
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and Ambassadors, and vnto valiante aouldyers winak 
had taken any enimie pxboner, and that was esteemed 
a gieat reward, and a title of priuiledge. 

'Then fi>llow an account of suitors who applied to the 
Kjng, who having their answers returned backwaxd not 
turning their tayles to the Prince;, after which followed 
players, who play with their feete as we doe with ooze 
handes: also other plays^ throwing cudgels into the air: 
they have a kind of bean squared like dice and marked, at 
which game they play all that they haue and many tymes 
they valew theyr owne bodyes and play that into capdvi- 
tie. To which succeeds an account of a tennis court, in 
which the King amused himself with a ball made of gum, 
hard, black, but excellent to rebound. He is re|Mcesented 
as having a thousand women, gentlewomen, servants and 
slaves, the most noblemen's daughters. Mutezuma took 
for himself those he liked best ahd gave the rest in mar- 
riage to Gentlemen, his servants. His palace waa of an 
immense extent with courts, a hundred bathes and hot- 
houses, worked with great art and beauty, a house of foule 
for hawking, others kept only for thdr feathers, together 
with animals of all kinds in abundance, snakes and lizards 
and adders and lions — though there certainly were no lions 
in America — and wolves and tigers, howling and barking 
to the great terror of the Spaniards, who saw the floure 
couered with bloud like a ^ughter house, it stonke 
horribly.. 

' Moste certaine, in the nighte season it seemed a Don- 
geon of Hell, and a dwelling place of the J>euill, and even 
so it was indeede, for neare at hande was a Hall of a 
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hundred and fifde foote long, and thirtie foote broad, 
whexe was a Chappell with the Roofe of siluw and gold in 
leafe Waiuescotted^ And decked with gi*eate store of pearle 
ajid stone, as Agattes, Comerines, Emeiuldesy Itubies, 
and diuerse other sortes, and thys was the Oratory where 
-Mutezuma prayed in the nighte season, and in that chap- 
pell the Diuell did appeare vnto hym, and gavie him an- 
«were accoiding to his prayers/ 

The description of his armory, his gardens, his court 
and body guard exhibit him as a most powerful axid 
splendid monarch, to whom the noblemen paye their 
tribute in personal service, the husbandmen with body 
and goodes. 

'The great Temple of Mexico. — ^The Temple is called 
TeucalH, that is to say, Gods house, Teurl signi£eth God, 
and Calli is a house, a vowell very fitte, if that house had 
bene of the true God. The Spaniards that vnderstand 
not the langu£^e, do pronounce and call those Temples 
Cues, and the God Vitzilopuchtih Vehilobos, There are 
in, MexicQ many parishe churches, with towers, wherein 
are ChappeUs and Altares where the images and idols do 
Btande, and those chappeUs do serue for burial plac^ of their 
founders, and the Parishioners are buried in the Church- 
yarde. All theii- Temples are of one fashion^ therefore 
it shal be nowe su&cient to speake of the cathedral church. 
And euen as those temples are al in general] of one mak- 
ing in that citie. I doe beleue that the lyke was neur 
scene npr harde ofil This temple is square, and doth con- 
♦aine euery way as much ground as a crossebow can reach 
Icuell : it is made of stone, with foure dores that abutteth 
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vpon the three calseys, and vpon an other parte of the 
Cittie, that hath no calsey but a fayre streate/ 

'In the middest of this Qaadem standeth a mount of 
earth and stone square lykewise, and jQfde fadom long 
euery way, huylte ypwards like vnto a pyramide of Sgipt, 
sauyng the toppe is not sharpe, but pla3me and flatte, and 
tenne fadom square : ypon the weast side, were steppes yp 
to the toppe, in niunber an hundreth and fourtene, wbiche 
beying so many, high, and made of good stone did seeme 
a beautifull thing. It was a straunge sight to beholde the 
Priests, some going Tp, and some downe with ceremonies, 
or with men to be sacrificed. Upon the toppe of this 
Temple are two great Alters, a good space distant the one 
from the other, and so nigh the edge or brimme of the 
wall, that scarcely a man mought go behind them at 
pleasure. The one Alter standeth on the right hande, 
and the other on the left, they were but of fiue foote highe, 
eche of them had the backe part made of stone, paynted 
with monstrous and foule figures, the Chappell was ikyie 
and well wrought of Masons worke and timber, euery 
Chappell had three loftes one aboue another, susteyned 
vpon pillers, and with the height thereof it shewed like vnto 
a fayre tower, and beautified the Cittie a farre of: from 
thence a man mought see all the cittie and townes rounde 
aboute the lake, whiche was undoubtedly a goodly pros- 
pect. And because Cortes and his company should see 
the bcautie thereof, Mutezuma brought him thither, and 
shewed hym all the order of the Temple, euen from the 
foote to the toppe. There was a certaine plot or space 
for ihe idol Priests to celebrate their seruice without dis- 
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turbance of any. Their general prayers were made td- 
ward the rismg of the sunne. Upon ech alter standeth a 
great idoll. Beside this tower that standeth vpon the 
pyramide, there are fourtie towers great and small belong- 
ing ta other little temples which stand in the same cir- 
cuited the which although they were of the same making, 
yet theyr prospect was not westwarde, but otherwayes, 
bicause there should be a difierence betwixte the gi'eat 
temple and them. Some of these Temples were bigger 
than others, and euery one of a seuerall God, among the 
whiche there was one rounde temple dedicated to the God 
of the ayre called Quecakouatl, for euen as the ayre goeth 
xounde aboute the heauens, euen for that consideration 
they made his temple rounde. The entrance of that 
Temple had a dore made lyke vnto the mouth of a Ser- 
pent, and was paynt^ with foule and Dieulish gestures, 
with great teeth and gummes wrought, whiche was a thing 
to feare those that should enter in thereat, and especially 
the Christians vnto whom it represented very Hel witli 
that ougly face and monsterous teeth/ 

'There were other Tettcalles in the citie that had the 
ascending vp by steps in three places : all these temples had 
bouses by themselues with all seruice and priests and par- 
ticular Gods. At euery dore of the great temple standeth 
a large Hall and goodly lodgings, both high and lowe 
round about, which houses were common armories for the 
Citie, for the force and strength of euery towne is the 
temple, and therefore they haue there placed their store- 
house of munition. They had other darke houses full of 
idols, greate and small, wrought of sundry mettals, they 
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aie all bathed and washed with blond, and do shewe rery 
black through theyr dayly sprinklyng and anointing them 
with the same, when any man is sacrificed : yea and the 
walles are an inch thicke with bloud, and the grounde is a 
foote thicke of blond, so that there is a diueli^ sleiich. 
The Priests or Ministers goe daylye into those Oratorks, 
and suffer none others but great personagtes to enter in. 
Yea and when any such goeth in, Uiey are bonnde to 
offer some man to be sacrificed, that those bloudy hangmen 
and ministers of the DiueQ may wa^ their haodes in 
bloud of those so sacrificed, and to q)rinkle their house 
therewith/ 

' For their semiee in the kitchen they httue a ponde oi 
water that is filled cmce a y^eve, which is brought by con* 
duct from the principal fbnntaynew All theri»idne oi the 
foresayde circuite semefh for places to br^ede fo/eie, with 
gardens of hearbes and sw^te tree8> with Rose mid 
fioures for the Alters^ Such, so* great md straunge was 
this temple of Mexico, for the seruice of the Diu^ who 
had decieued those ^mple hidian^. There dothe remde 
in the same temple contmuafly fine tiioasandpersoiisf, and 
all they are lodged and haue the^r living there, kt that 
temple is maruelon^ nche, and hath diuers^ townes onely 
for their maintainaunce and reparation, and are bounde to 
sustayne the same alwayes on fbote. They doe sewe 
come, and maintayne all those fine thoosande persofis 
with bread, fru3rte, flesh, fish and firewoodde as much as 
they neede, fi^r they spende more fire-woodde than is spent 
in the kings courte : these persons doe Hue at their hsrtes 
ease, as seruauntes and vassals vnto the GFodcfeSi Mmte^ 
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zuma brought Cortes to this temple, because bis men 
shoulde see the same^ and to enfonne them of his religion 
and holinesse^ wherof I will speake in an other place, 
being the most straunge and cruellest that euer was 
harde off,' 

The Idols of Mexico. — 'The Gods of Mexico, were 
two thousand in number, as the Indians reported, th« 
chieftest were Vitciloptuihtli and Tezeatlispuca, whose 
images stoode highest in the Temple vppon the Altars: 
they were made of stone in fill proportion as bigge as a 
Gyant. They were couered with a lawne called ^aear. 
These images were bcsette with pearles, precious stones, 
and peeces of gold, wrought like birds, beastes, fishes, and 
floures adorned with Emeralds, Turquies, Calcedons, and 
other little fine stones, so that when the lawne Nacar was 
taken away, the Images seemed very beautiful to beholde/ 

'The Image had for a girdle great snakes of gold, and 
far coUors or chaynes about their necks, ten hartes of men, 
made of golde. and each of those Idolles had a counterfaite 
risor with eyes of glass, and in their necks death painted: 
eoche of these things hadde their considerations and mean- 
ings. These two Goddes were brethren, for Tezeatlispuca 
was the God of Providence, and VitdUypuchtli God of 
liie warres, who was worshipped and feared more than 
sJH the rest.' 

* There was another God, who hadde a greate Image 
jdaced vppon the toppe of the Chappell of Idols, and bee 
was esteemed for a speciall and singular God aboue all 
the reste. This God was made of all kinde of swedes 
Ibat gioweth in that Countrey, and being ground, they 
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made a certayne past, tempered with Gbildrens blond, and 
Vir^s sacrificed, who were opened with their razures in 
the breastes, and their heartes taken out, to oftet as first 
fruites vnto the IdoU. The Priestes and Ministers doe 
consecrate this Idoll with great pomp and many Ceremo- 
nies. AS the Comarcans and Citizens are presente at 
the consecration, with great triumph and incredible deuo- 
tion. After the consecration, many denoute persons came 
and sticked in the dowy Image precious stones, wedges 
of golde, and other Jewels. After all thi^ pomp ended, 
no secular man mooght touche that holye Image, no nor 
yet come info his Chappell, nay scarcely reHgious persons, 
except they were TtamacaztH, who are Priestes of order. 
They (foe renne this Image many times wyth new dough, 
taking away the olde, bnt then blessed is hee that can get 
one piece of ^he olde ragges hr relikes and chiefly for' 
souldyers> who dionght themselues sure therewith in the 
warres. Also at the consecration of thys IdoU, a certayne 
vessell of water was blessed with manye wordes and cere- 
nronyes, and that water was preserued very religiously at 
the foote of the altar, for to consecrate the king when he 
should' be crowned, and also to blesse any Cieiptayne gene- 
ndl, when he shoulde be elected for the warres, with only 
giuing him a draught of that water.' 

How the Diuell appeared to the Indians. — 'The Diuell 
£d many times talke with the priestes, and with other 
ndiers and perticular persons, but not with all sortes of men. 
And vnto him to whom the Diuell had appeared, was 
oflfered and presented great giftes. The wicked spurit ap- 
feared vnto tiiem in a thousand shapes, and fkshions, and 
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finallj he was contrersant and femiKar among them very 
often. And the fooles thought it » greate wonder, that 
Gods woold be so famiHar wilhr mortal men. Yea they 
not knowing {kaX they were Dittells, and hearing of them 
many things before the had hapned, gaue great credite 
and beliefe to their illusions and deceits. And because 
he conmianded them, they sacrificed suche an infinite 
number of creatures. LSrewise he, vnto whom he had. 
appeared, carried about him painted, the likenesse where- 
in he shewed himself the first tilne. And they painted 
his image vpon dieir dores, bendies, and euery comer of 
the house. And as he appeared m sundry figures and 
shapes, euen so they painted him, of infinite fashions, yea 
and some fbnle, grieslye, and fearful to beholde, but yet 
vnto them« it seemed a thing delectable. So thui ignorant 
people giuing credite to the condemed spirite, wene growen 
euen to the highest hil of cruehie, vnder the couk)ur of 
deuout and religious persons, yea they had suche a cvs- 
tome, that before they would eat or drink, they wdd take 
thereof a little quantise, and ofier it vntathe sun and to the 
earth. And if they gathered come, fruite, or roses, they 
would take a leaf before they would smel it, and offer 
die same; And he that did not obseme these and suche 
other ceremonies, was iudged one that had not god in his 
hart, yea (as they say) a man out of the godds fauour/ 

This book contain^ also various accounts of the ittr- 
mense wealth of which Mutezuma and his nobles were 
possessed, which fell into the hands of the Spaniards; 
gold in planches like brickbats, wedges, balls, collars, 
wfaeeb of gold, grains as they were found as lai^ as peas. 
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articles both for ornament and use in war, and for the 
table, garnished with gold, silver, diamonds^ pearls, rubies 
&C., which when discovered struck these greedy invaders 
with astonishment and sharpened their appetite for do- 
minion and for blood. These tiches were laid up in 
heaps in the palace of the king, for no other purpose 
than to be looked at; and therefore were given up freely 
when demanded, as useless to their possessors but greatly 
desired by the Spanish Monarch. 

A description is given of Mexico as a place of immense 
population, with laige wide streets and houses well built, 
nmny of them lofty, of stone, brick and wood, covered 
with tyles made of leaves, well lain on and forming an 
effectual securi^ against both rain and heat, a conduit for 
bringing water firom a great distance into the town, and 
causeways extremely well formed, with bridges on them 
leading to the town; which was itself placed in the cen- 
tre of a laige lake. Indeed the whole of this book serves 
to prove, that the inhabitants of the Continent, from ths 
place where the Spaniards landed to Mexico, were in a 
state of complete civilization, enjoying much of the Happi- 
ness of a social state holding the distinct occupations from 
which the enjoyments of life arise, divided among them, 
maintaining the different grades of society, a King, a dis- 
tinct nobiHty, a regular priesthood, public officers, owners 
enlarge tracts of land, paying annual taxes, with labourers of 
all ranks and conditions. They appear to hav^ esteemed 
gdd and silver on no other account, than for the ornaments 
of their persons and their tables and temples, which were 
made of those metals. Their habits were regular, mods- 
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rate and virtuous: a small degree of exertion furnished 
the means of living, and competition couM scarcely be 
said to be known among them. But once established 
under a Kingly government, the love of dominion became 
a curse to them : wars were c^ten lighted up, on account 
€^ the tribute which was paid to the metropolis of the em- 
fire, and revolts took place. To the westward, a country 
thinly peopled, the King of Mexico had an undivided 
sway to the shores of the Pacific ; but a large portion of 
the country which lay between the Capital and the Gulf, 
which was full of people, with large and flourishing towns, 
was hostile to the sceptre of Montezumaj, and under the 
influence and subject to the law of the Governor of Tlax- 
callan. This unhappy division of power, and the bitter 
jealousy which had long been cherished by the two pre- 
vailing governments, were the cause of the final subjuga- 
tion of the capital of the kingdom. Without them it 
would have been impossible for the small army of Spa- 
niards which invaded them to have formed an establish- 
ment in the country ; still less to have maintained their 
authority, after it had been discovered by the Indians, that 
the only purpose for which they came was plunder. 
These men first obtained an influence among the natives, 
through that extreme simplicity and character of mildness 
by which they weremarked,and it was afterwards cherished 
and confirmed by the jealousies which they carefully fer- 
mented, the false hopes by which they fed the discontented 
party, the promises always unfulfilled which were libe- 
rally given, and the cruel severity which they exercised as 
soon as they had gained a footing firm enough to empowi- 
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er them to use decisive measures. Nor did they finally 
succeed without the almost entire annihilation of the higher 
orders of the people, the princes, the priests and leading 
men, and tens of thousands, periiaps I might say, hundreds 
of thousands of the gentle, harmless, virtuous Indians. 
Of these conquerors it might indeed he said, that " they 
created a desart and called it Peace ;" and the terror with 
which they inspired the feehle natives, like that which 
surrounded the dungeons of the Inquisition, sealed ev^ 
month which still remained unclosed in silence, and 
brought every neck to a yoke galling, sore, and insup- 
portable, under which milHons more sunk into an early 
grave, welcome to their broken hearts. 



CHAFfER XII. 



EETROSPECTIVE VIEW. 



A: 



.ND now, my Reader, we will take a general view of 
the contents of this volume, in order to ascertain the 
value of the information that has been afforded from va- 
rious, but all, I beUeve, respectable quarters, and how ^r it 
may be seen to prove the point for which it has been col- 
lected; namely, that the original inhabitants of America 
are descended in a direct and pure line from the Ten 
Tribes of Israel. 

]f we respect the prophetic language of the Old Testa- 
ment, we are compelled to believe that the people of God, 
who once enjoyed special tokens of his favour and lost 
them, as foretold by their great prophet and lawgiver, in 
consequence of disobedience, will be restored to his favour 
and regain the distinction they once enjoyed. If any 
confirmation of this sacred truth were required, it is ob- 
tained from the actual state of the Jews, the descendants 
of the two tribes of Judah and Benjamin, who are still liv- 
ing in a state of separation from all the nations among 
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whom they dwell, adhering stricktly to the worship of their 
One and Only God, and exhibiting a faithfulness of wor- 
ship that does honour to Him they serve. Here they 
are among us still waiting for their redemption. And it 
is a thought, unaccompained by doubt in the Christiau's 
mind, that their day of salvation draweth near, when they 
shall be united with us in the worship of their God 
and King. 

But why they, two tribes alone, and not the other ten, 
who are all included in the general charter, ^f whom 
scripture speaks in the plainest terms, and calls them by 
name P Are they not also to be recovered and restored, 
together with the Jews ? Yes, they are to be so. Not 
the scattered and dispersed alone, but also the outcast 
shall return to the Alm^hty's embrace and to their own 
land. For, as Paul assures us. All Israel shall be saved. 

These tribes have therefore an existence some where — 
far from their brethren; who are i^iwrant cf them and 
now axiknowledge them not. 

One of their own prophets has told us the way in which 
they departed from their captivity. In the book of Esdras 
their journey can be traced into a land where no man 
dwelt. And although throughout the space of two thou- 
sand five hundred y^ars they have not been enquired after, 
they are not less in being on this account In that direc- 
tion which the prophetic historian points out, a way of a 
year and a hulfs journey, is a passage to a wide land, 
wherein they might wander undisturbed //om sea to sea. 
In tliat land an immense population has been discovered, 
in their usages and customs unlike any of the tribes and 



161 

liations existing in Europe or Asia, with peculiar and 
striking features, which render them remarkable. Of these 
let the following be duly considered. 

They are living in tribes, with heads of tribes — they 
have all a family likeness, though covering thousands of 
leagues of land ; and have a tradition prevailing univers- 
ally, that they came into that country at the North- West 
comer — they are a very religious people, and yet have en- 
tirely escaped the idolatry of the ^Id world — they acknow- 
ledge One God, the Great Spirit, who created all things 
seen and unseen — the name by which this being is known 
to them is ale^ the old Hebrew name of God ; he is also 
called yehowah, sometimes yah, and also ahha — ^for this 
Great Being they profess a high reverence, calling him 
the head of their community^ and themselves his favorite 
people — they believe that he was more favorable to them 
in old times than he is now, that their fathers were in 
covenant with him, that he talked with them and gave 
them laws — they are distmctly heard to sing with their 
religious dances, halleluyah or praise to jah : other re- 
markable sounds go out of their mouths, as skilu-yo, 
shilu-he, ale-yo, he-wah, yohewah : but they profess not to 
know the meaning of these words; only that they learned 
to use them upon sacred occasions — they acknowledge the 
government of a providence over-ruling all things, and ex- 
press a willing submission to whatever takes place — they 
keep annual feasts which resemble those of the Mosaic 
ritual; a feast of first fruits, which they do not peniiit 
themselves to taste until they have made an oflfcring of 
tliem to Gcd ; also an evening festival, in which no bone 
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of the animal that is eaten may be broken ; and if one 
family be not large enough to consume the whole of it, 
a neighbouring family is called in to assist: the whole of 
it is consumed, and the relics are burned before the rising 
of the next day's sun : there is one part of the animal 
which they never eat, the hollow part of the thigh — they 
eat bitter vegetables and observe severe fasts, for the 
purpose of cleansing themselves from sin — they have also 
a feast of harvest, when their fruits are gathered in, a 
daily sacrifice and a feast of love — their forefathers prac- 
tised the right of circumcision ; but not knowing why so 
strange a practice was continued, and not approving of it, 
they gave it up — ^there iis a sort of jubilee kept by some of 
them — ^they have cities of refuge, to which a guilty man 
and even a murderer may fly and be safe ; for these be- 
loved or sacred towns are never defiled by the* shedding of 
blood — ^in their temples is a holy place into which nohe 
may enter but the priest, and he only on particidar occa- 
sions — there he makes a yearly atonement for sin, dressed 
in a fantastic garb, which is a humble imitation of the 
High Priest's robes, with a breast plate and other oma- 
meiits — ^he addresses the people in -the old divine speech 
and calls them the beloved and holy people — they have a 
succession of priests, who are inducted into office by puri- 
li oat ion and anointing — they had once a holy book, 
which vvhile they kept, things went well with them ; they 
lost it, and in consequence of the loss fell under the dis- 
pleasme of the Great Spirit; but they believe they shall 
one rlay regain it — they are looking for and expecting 
vifie one to come and teach them the right way. — 
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Let the reader here peruse Amos 8, 1 1, and Ezekiel 37. 
Their forefathers had a power of foretelling future 
events and working miracles — they have an ark or chest, 
in which they keep their holy things, and which they 
carry with them to the wars — a person is appointed to 
carry it, called the Priest for the war, who is especially 
purified hy fasting and taking a hitter drink — ^he has a sa- 
gan or helper: no other than these two dare to touch 
the ark, not even an enemy — it must not he placed on 
the gi'ound, through fear of defilement, hut upon a heap 
of stones piled up, or on a wooden stool provided for the 
purpose — all the males appear in tkeir temples three times 
a year at the appointed feasts: on which occasions the 
women and children do not form any part of the devotional 
hody — their temples are high f^aces : amcmg the more 
civilized they were huge heaps of earth, used as places 
to huiy their dead as well as for temples, altars and reli- 
gious w(»*ship; to which they last resorted when driven hy 
an enemy, and where no quarter was either received or 
given — they tell us, that God made the first man of clay 
and hreathed on him, and so gave him. life^ of a flood in 
which all the inhabitants of the earth were drowned ex- 
cept one family, which was saved ia a lai^e vessel with 
various animals; that a great bird and a 4ittle one were 
sent out from it, that the little one retoined with a branch 
in his mouth but the ^reat one remained abroad^— they 
speak of a confusion of tongues when new languages were 
first formed; and that men once lived till their feet were 
worn out with walkii^ and their tluroats with eating — at 
one of their feasts twelve beloved men are employed to form 
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a booth or tent of green branches, in which they perfonn 
certain religious rites, raise an altar of twelve stones, on 
which no tool is allowed to be used, and on it they offer 
twelve sacrifices; a feast much resembling the feast of 
tabernacles — some of them have ten men and ten stones— 
at death their beloved people sleep, and go to their fathers; 
they wash and anoint the bodies, and hire mourners to shed 
tears and lament over them — in affliction they lay their 
hand on their mouths and their mouths in the dust — they 
separate with singular care their women when under 
peculiar circumstances, both the young unmarried ones 
and the wives ; with the latter of whom they abstain firom 
cormnunication during war, and for some days before and 
after — ^they have laws of uncleanness in other cases, as un- 
clean animals which they never eat, and a careful avoidance 
of every thing unclean — time is reckoned by them in the 
manner of the ancient Hebrews, and their years begin at 
the same season — ^in their language are an abundance of 
words similar to the Hebrew ones, and it is generally con- 
structed in the manner of that language — their ancient 
works, raised at very remote periods, are of immense size 
and large extent, and the more interesting, because they 
offer the proof, that these people were by no means unac- 
quainted with arts and science: they have an evident 
affinity to the public works and vast structures of Egypt 
and of Palestine; the same hands may be thought to have 
raised the Pyramids of the old and of the new world, the 
same superstition to have marked their places of sepulture, 
and the same creed to have been the rule of their Hves. 
both as to time and a hereailer. 
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It is not pretended that all these remarkable usages, 
customs and thoughts, are found ahke in all the parts of 
the vast continent of America. Some of the fragments 
of an ancient system have been discovered in one place, 
and some in another. Many of them, and the most im- 
portant to our present purpose, ai*e found to prevail among 
many or all of the nations that have been best known : 
and it will now be judged, whether there be not a greater 
plausibility in the supposition maintained in the foregoing 
pages, than in the attempt which has been again and 
again made to shew that these nations are of Tartar origin. 
Among the Tartars none of those pecularities are dis- 
covered which bring the American Indians so near to a 
Hebrew origin; and, without entering deeper into the 
investigation, I shall take leave of my reader with the ^ 
persuasion, that he has not been uninterested and unin- 
structed by the perusal of this little volume. 
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